IMPORTANT Update on COVID-19 Protocols
at St. Mark's
To best maintain its integrity in the way it conducts large in-person gatherings, St. Mark's has
decided to base its decisions off the Centers for Disease Control, which, to date, remains to be
regarded as the most informed body of scientists and doctors who have collectively made
epidemiology and disease transmission their life’s work. Medicine is not an exact science, and
information changes, yet St. Mark's can adapt when new information is shared. St. Mark’s cannot
eliminate risk for our parishioners, but we can lessen it using the CDC’s recommendations.
Therefore, St. Mark’s approach to mitigating the spread of the disease while engaging in church
activity will be rational and responsible so most will feel comfortable yet unnecessarily constricted
when the situation improves. St. Mark’s has adopted the following protocols:
•

•
•

During worship and other large gatherings when social distancing is not possible, all
people, regardless of vaccination status, should be masked during substantial or high
transmission periods. This applies to all people 2-yrs and older.
Once transmission rates fall below 8 percent, vaccinated people can once again choose
whether or not they wear a mask during worship and other gatherings.
Optional gatherings for in-person meals for more than 25 people will be discontinued until
levels have fallen below 8 percent. This includes Coffee Hour, Wednesday evening dinners,
and Sunday morning breakfasts. Community dinners will remain take-out only until
transmission rates have improved. For small groups who wish to continue eating together,
it’s highly encouraged to distance and wear masks while not eating.

Though the church is unable to completely reduce the risk of transmission,
St. Mark's has made the following accommodations:
• Investment in an HVAC duct UV air purifier for air filtration and germ reduction
• Side pew sections are still available for those wishing to social distance
• The choir will not be processing in or out of the sanctuary; they will enter and exit the
church using the ramp entrance into the sanctuary.
• The 9:30 a.m. worship service is live-streamed.

