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Did you know….
At times we need some trivia facts
that are weird and wonderful to
distract us from the day-to-day stuff. Even if
those trivia facts are totally useless, it can just
be fun. Isn’t that the point of being trivial!
The best part is when you learn new trivia
facts you can impress your friends with, “Did
you know this?!”
•Did you know that grapes light on fire in the
microwave? Yep, there has even been a study
published that reports the type of fruity
fireball that results with the clustering of
loose electrons and ions, those clusters form
plasma when grapes get hot!
•The 1939 novel Gadsby is the longest book
published without the letter ‘E’. Ok, the
author was Ernest Vincent Wright, so when
they put his name on the book, does that
invalidate the whole no ‘E’ thing?
•Bubble wrap was originally invented as
wallpaper. If you like to pop every air-filled
pocket, this wall paper could keep you busy
for weeks or years. Admit it, you would be
getting that step stool out to reach the top!
Want more, these came from

bestlifeonline.com

JUNE 2020
A publication of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Together, Let’s Remember!
This is a most earnest invitation, and I hope
you will truly take the time to stop amidst
the demands of the world, both those
pressing and the mundane, and remember.
Remembering is not an idle occupation, not
merely whiling away the hours wallowing in
nostalgia, or pining for the “good old days.”
Remembering is an active task, with a
purpose. And if you feel not quite up to the
job, because of the stresses of this time of
pandemic or the gradual effects of time, do
not worry—remembering is not a solitary
pursuit, but a communal effort. We do this
together. Your part and participation is
important.
This is a natural time for
remembering. All Souls’ Day, All
Saints’ Day, Thanksgiving Day,
and even the Stewardship season
all call us to remember and give
thanks for the people, places and
things that have shaped us and fed
us and give us life. We remember
those we have loved and lost; we
remember those whose witness
has moved us; and we remember
the institutions and traditions they
have passed along that bring purpose and
meaning to our lives.
So stop and remember with me—what
experience at St. Mark’s has really energized
you, made you feel a part of something
bigger, connected you, or touched your
soul? What inspires your gratitude? What is
it here that has helped you live your life as a
Christian? Jot down your story—how did
you feel, who was present, what made it
stand out for you? Write your story and send
it to us, so we can give Fr. Mike Rau a
glimpse of what feeds souls here at St.
Mark’s.

When I stop and remember, my mind is
flooded with memories of this beloved
community! From my welcome as an intern
during seminary, through till a visit in the
office yesterday, there are so many things
that spark my memory and fill me with
gratitude! I think of the wonderful liturgy,
music and hospitality you extended at my
ordination, showing the Episcopal tradition
at its finest; and I think of the Westboro
group that came to protest the Episcopal
Church and my ordination the very next day.
An outpouring of love from the church and
friends (with a chorus of motorcycle and
hotrod engines revving as they circled the
church) drowned out the hateful message,
and showed the community at its finest.
Quieter, but every bit as powerful, was the
connection just made at “drive through”
communion; as we shared, our eyes welled
up with emotion. We remember, and we
give thanks.
Bishop Porter Taylor was our Stewardship
Speaker via zoom meeting, and he reminded
us of the remembering we do each week at
the Eucharist. Our celebration of Holy
Eucharist is the
remembering of
God’s saving action
in the life and death
and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, AND
it is truly re-”membering”, that is, bringing
back together the members of the Body of
Christ. Whether in-person or online, our
Eucharist is re-”membering” us in worship
and praise, re-”membering” us into
community, re-”membering” us back into
service. We, the Body, are re-membered, re
-formed, and re-energized.
As a community, we are preparing to
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1….

welcome a new rector! As we look ahead
with excitement and wonder at the things to
come, we also remember the past. We give
thanks for those things that connected us,
energized us and touched our souls in our life
together at St. Mark’s, and for those that
spark us today. While some of the people
have gone on, and some events and activities
we treasure are out of reach because of Covid
precautions, we look for new ways to re-
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create the feelings, connection and energy
inspired by them. We are the Church. It is up
to us to help one another to remember, and
reach out into the world and re-member the
Body of Christ. Together, let’s remember and
give thanks!
In Christ,

Rev. Maggie Sullivan

St. Mark's will welcome our
new rector on January 13th!
The Rev. Michael Rau comes to St. Mark’s with extensive
experience and training in youth ministry as well as five years
of experience as Rector of Holy Nativity Episcopal Church in
Pennsylvania and experience as Associate Rector in St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church in New Canaan, Connecticut. He is a
graduate of General Seminary in New York City. During the
ten years prior to entering seminary he worked in various
positions of increasing responsibility in the Montgomery
County Office of Domestic Relations in Pennsylvania.
Fr. Michael’s wife, Melissa, works as a consultant to various churches around the
country and recently began working as Chief of Staff at Bexley Seabury Seminary,
a digital seminary ‘without walls’. Fr. Michael and Melissa are very proud of
their three children – Talie, a sophomore at Boston Conservatory of Music;
Kiersten, a tenth grade student; Peyton, an eighth grade student, and Francis,
the family dog!
As part of the announcement at St. Mark’s Senior Warden, Michael Knowlton,
mentioned the guiding hand of God as the critically important component in
place throughout the entire transition process. He then specifically thanked the
vestry, the search committee, church staff and numerous church volunteers who have
worked so hard and accomplished so much during this uniquely difficult and
challenging time.

Welcome The Rev. Michael Rau and family
The church office will be closed on Thursday, Nov 26th
and Friday, Nov 27th in observance of Thanksgiving.
-2-
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Dear St. Mark’s Clergy and Parishioners,
They say “the spirit of God moves
in mysterious ways.” This has been
especially true of my Christian life
during the past three years serving as
Parish Nurse and helping with
missions for ECW. Writing this farewell is a
“bitter sweet moment,” as I have been truly
blessed, experienced true joy in meeting
you, and serving as needed with your medical
needs, teaching and offering advice to
promote good health. I will always treasure
my time at St. Mark’s.
These past six/seven months of social
distancing due to COVID 19 have been a
reawakening within me as I reflected and

NOVEMBER 2020

focused on my spiritual journey. Several times
I have experienced God’s calling me to
another spiritual path which is true to my
Christian value. As I leave this chapter of my
spiritual life and enter the next one, I want to
thank Rev. Maggie, Deacon Keith and Deacon
Joyce as well as the RNs who assisted with
blood pressure screening. I truly appreciate
your support, friendship and guidance. Many
thanks also to our church office staff who
supported me in my various ministries.
You are in my thoughts as St. Mark’s
reopens. Practice safe measures as needed;
remember God is always near to call on; and
may God bless you with health and happiness.
Your Parish Nurse, Marlene Vogt RN BSN

Not available
with the
online edition
of the
newsletter

Highlights of 2020 Diocesan Convention
The 52nd Annual Convention of the
Diocese of Southwest Florida was held on
Saturday, October 17, 2020. Although it
was the 52nd annual convention it was the
first virtual convention, and the shortest I
have ever attended.
The highlight of this convention was the
Bishop’s address. Bishop Dabney Smith,
who will be 67, and must retire by 72, told
the gathered clergy and lay delegates that he
was calling for the election of a
Bishop Coadjutor, or successor
bishop. The process includes
studying the diocese, screening
and selecting candidates, and
ultimately electing a Bishop
Coadjutor which will take at least 18
months. The convention assembled voted
274 to 2 to commence the necessary
process.
A Bishop Coadjutor is a bishop “elected
by a diocesan convention to be bishop of
that diocese when the present diocesan
bishop retires. A coadjutor differs from a
suffragan bishop in that the suffragan is
elected only to assist the diocesan bishop.”
After the Coadjutor’s election, it is a time
for the Coadjutor to work beside the
diocesan bishop to learn the role of a bishop
and the types of issues that confront a
bishop. It is also the opportunity for the
Coadjutor to learn the dynamics of the

~by Gary Parker
diocese, including its governance, its
idiosyncrasies, and its political landscape.
A selection committee, with members chosen
from each deanery, and some at large, will
present a slate of candidates who will stand
for election as Bishop Coadjutor. A special
convention is held to elect a Coadjutor, who
must be elected by a majority vote by both
orders, clergy and laity, on the same ballot.
The convention continues until a selection is
made. Prior to the convention the
various candidates appear together at
various town halls open to the entire
diocese. I have commonly heard this
called a “Dog and Pony Show.”
Once elected the Coadjutor must
be consecrated by a least three bishops.
I have had the opportunity to be a delegate
to three conventions to elect a bishop, and
two consecrations, one of which I served as
one of the chalicers. The Bishop Coadjutor
can serve no more than 3 years. How long
this Coadjutor will serve will depend on
Dabney’s health and stamina, and how long
the diocesan budget can support two bishops.
The other highlight for me was also in the
Bishop’s address where he discussed his
experiences as a Bishop with racism. The
Bishop’s address is recorded and in print on
the diocese website www.episcopalswfl.org.
I encourage everyone to take advantage of this
wonderful presentation.
-3-

Parishioners can self-nominate or
nominate other parishioners.
Submit nominations for the vestry to
the church office before 12/02/20.
The election will be held at the annual
meeting on Sunday, 01/31/2021.
Nominees should, at a minimum:
•
•
•
•
•

Attend St. Mark’s services
regularly
Partake in Holy Communion
Be known to the treasurer
Be able to attend vestry
meetings on a regular basis
Have their membership letter
at St. Mark’s

See the orange box on page 7
for a list of what is expected of
Vestry members.

SUMBIT YOUR VESTRY
NOMINATIONS NOW!
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Thanksgiving Day
Service
Please join us on
Thanksgiving morning
Nov. 26th at 10:00 a.m.
For a Thanksgiving Day
service at St. Mark's.
It will be a Rite II Eucharistic
service with Holy Communion.
Registrations will be necessary to
continue safety protocols according
to the St. Mark’s regathering plan.
Registrations will open
Monday, Nov 23rd.
You can register online
www.stmarksvenice.com/services
or by calling the office.

As a worshiping community,
enjoy a special time to come
together and give our thanks and
praise in worship to the God of
love and creation who blesses us
with abundant life.

St. Mark's Book Circle
Tuesday, November 17
10:00 am in Gray Hall
November’s book is
Olive, Again
by Elizabeth Stout.

Sunday Morning Service: A recorded Virtual service is available to watch. The
link is sent via Eblast each week (typically on Saturday morning) and also available
on the website, under the worship menu select: Virtual Worship Service. Previous Sunday’s
services are still available for viewing.
Sunday 9:00 am: Opportunity to worship in person. Special regathering restrictions apply and
reservations are necessary to meet the safety protocols. The registration link is available on our
website, under the worship menu select: In-person Worship, then click on the register here button.
The registration process opens each Tuesday for the following Sunday’s service. You can also call
the office at (941) 488-7714 to register.
Sunday 10:00 am: Zoom Coffee Hour. Grab your cup of coffee and join us for some fellowship.
Sit at your own table and enjoy the weekly conversation about this or that. Zoom meeting ID is:
927 8728 3194 passcode: 941.
Sunday 11:00 am - 12:00: Drive-thru Communion. You are invited to receive Holy Communion
from the safety of your car. While this is an unusual approach, we do long to share the blessing of
Holy Eucharist as part of our Sunday celebration of prayer and thanksgiving.
Monday & Wednesday 9:30 am: Morning Prayer under the oak trees. We
now have chairs or you can bring your own. We have the service on leaflets or
bring your own BCP. If you would like to receive the weekly leaflet with the
scripture readings, please call the office to join the Morning Prayer mailing list.
Tuesday 10:00 am. Men’s Morning Fellowship. Weekly opportunity for
Men’s fellowship. This group typically meets online via Zoom. The
weekly topics are always faith based.
Wednesday 10:30. Wired Word Adult Bible Study. This group meets on
Zoom and the weekly lessons are based on the week’s news that usually
spark stimulating discussions. Contact the office if you would like to
receive the weekly discussion topics. Zoom Meeting ID: 958 0982 2690 passcode: 941.
Wednesday 6:00 pm and 7:00 pm: Youth Group. Weekly meetings for 4th-8th Grades and 9th12th Grades. All grade groups meet in Gray Hall.
Saturday 4:30 pm. (starting Nov. 14th) Opportunity to worship in
person. Join us outside on the labyrinth for the Saturday evening Eucharist
Service. No reservations are required, mask and social distancing will be
the norm. We will have outdoor chairs available or you can bring your own. During inclement
weather we can move the service indoors to the Sanctuary.

N E W O P P O RT U N I T Y F O R I N - P E R S O N W O R S H I P
Saturday Evening Eucharist at 4:30 pm
---> Starting November 14th <---

The facilitator will
be Charlotte
Stafford. All are
welcome for the discussion, even
if you have not read the book.

Bring your book list for next
year.

Join us outside on the labyrinth for a
Saturday evening Eucharist Service.
No reservations will be required.
We will ask you to sign in when you attend.
Mask and social distancing will be the norm.
We will have outdoor chairs available or
you can bring your own.
-4-
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Making a Transition in a Time of Disruption
our jobs suspended or even ended. It is a difficult time for so
many of us in different ways. In whatever ways we can, we
need to support one another as we make our way through this
challenging time.
Into this extraordinary disruption we receive a new rector.
Opportunities for him to meet and greet us will be limited by
Covid protocol. We cannot have large elbow-to-elbow
gatherings that would put our dominantly elderly population at
risk. We must be patient with an awkward process. But St.
Mark’s has a long tradition of gentle hospitality and we will
want to offer that to him in whatever ways these troubled
times allow.
Clergy tend to stay in a place 5 –10 years and then move
on. This keeps their ministry and the ministry of a parish fresh
and alive. When a priest makes a move his or her first year is a
time of letting go, of grieving the loss of the congregation left
behind. The first and second years are a time of catching on to
the new congregation and beginning to discern a communal
vision for ministry in a new decade.
We will have to make a different sort of effort to let our
new rector know who we are. Meetings of small groups,
personal calls, emails or notes, and meeting one another via
virtual communication will circumscribe our reception of our
new pastor. Let us pray that by this time next year he will
have made a new home among us and that we together will be
beginning to get a new vision of where God is leading us in a
world that will not be the same.

So it’s Sunday again and we plod into the family room in
shorts and tee shirts and connect the computer to the TV for
church. A cup of coffee in hand, we take our seats in
comfortable chairs and go to church. If there is to be
communion it will be received in our car as we drive through
the church parking lot from 11 to 12.
And now also has come the time when the Bishop has said
we can open our churches but with extraordinary restrictions.
We take our reserved seats, socially-distanced and breathe
through our masks the air that has been circulated through viruskilling lights in the A/C system. Music is limited, the homily is
short, and we are out in 45 minutes. It’s not all bad. But we
miss the coffee hour, breakfasts on the first Sunday and classes
during the week. Not to mention Christian education for our
kids.
St. Mark’s is open. Clergy and staff are in the office to
receive you, there are classes on zoom or in person with limited
reserved seats and weekday, outdoor worship and gatherings are
on the calendar. On Sunday we will add more services as the
number of reservations dictate. Following the CDC and
diocesan guidelines for masks and social distancing, we do our
best to do things safely. For many, virtual church will remain
the safest choice while others may wish to branch out. It is
important that everyone chose his or her comfort zone.
Meanwhile, there are many among us who face various trials
forced upon us by the pandemic. Some children are still at
home attending school via the internet. Parents scramble for
child care and working from home changes the daily interaction
with adults that normally stimulates us. Some of us have had

In Christ,

Father Charles Kiblinger

Mission & Outreach Updates
The office walls have wonderful new artwork, courtesy of the
Preschool in appreciation of the donation for school supplies. In
addition we received a note of thanks from Garden Elementary
School for their cash donation for school supplies.
We are still collecting for our annual FOOD
DRIVE. As was reported in last month’s
Messenger, your cash donations will benefit All
Faith’s Food Bank and South County Food Pantry.
The deadline for donations is November 15, 2020.
~Johnna Lillich, Mission and Outreach
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Please join us online for

St. Mark’s Preschool 17th annual

Preschool Auction
Pe ace o n E ar t h , G o o d W i l l Tow ard Al l .
To benefit the Preschool as it provides excellence in nurturing care and education.
St. Mark’s Preschool is also caring for children so families can work.
Proceeds from this year’s preschool auction will
go to helping the preschool and afterschool care programs.
Important Auction Information:
All items will be listed on Bidding Owl Auction website:
www.biddingowl.com/stmarkspreschool
Preview items beginning November 29th.
Items will be continually added to the auction,
So please check back for new items.
Online auction opens with Bidding on
Wednesday, December 2nd, at Noon and
Closes Saturday, December 6th.

You ca n b id fro m th e comfo r t o f you r ho me!
All items must be picked up locally, NO SHIPPING!
Pick up will be available Tuesday, December 8 - Thursday, December 10th, 12:30p-2:30p or 5:15p-6:30p
** Please note: St. Mark’s Preschool reserves the right to delete bids from patrons that are not available for verification.**

St. Mark’s Preschool is a 4 ½ STAR school with the Early Learning Coalition
of Sarasota County. Nurturing and educating children since 1959!

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:

Our Mission
St. Mark’s Preschool is a faith
based early childhood center
committed to providing excellence
in education and nurturing care
through developmentally
appropriate practices for all young
children and families.

You can be a sponsor!
All sponsors banner display on biddingowl.com
Event sponsor $1500.00+ donation
Platinum sponsor $1000.00 donation
Gold sponsor $500.00 donation
Silver sponsor $250.00 donation
Bronze sponsor $250.00 donation

All proceeds benefit St. Mark’s
Preschool
License #00216

We thank all the people and businesses who already sponsored
us in the spring before we closed due to the pandemic.
Please call the Preschool at (941) 484-8707 for more
information on sponsorship opportunities.
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Phone 941-484-8707
Email:
preschool@starksvenice.com
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Stewardship Reflection for the week of November 15, 2020

NOV 29th
3:00 PM

Risking our lives to find them
By The Rev. Chris Harris

How do I find greater meaning and purpose in my life? Why is
happiness so fleeting and a lasting joy so elusive? Who am I and
what am I supposed to do with the rest of my life?
These are some of the big questions of life, and
many of us begin to wrestle with them as we reach
middle age and beyond. The best-selling book The Second
Mountain, by David Brooks, suggests that we come to these
questions most urgently when the “first mountain” of our life
fails us either because we discover it to be ultimately unfulfilling
(such as a life focused on financial success or career goals) or
when it crumbles beneath our feet (as the result of a divorce or a
life-changing health crisis).
According to Brooks, most of us don’t come looking for the
“second mountain” of our lives until we’ve been thrown off the
first somehow. Until then, when life is still going our way, we
don’t have the eyes to see or the ears to hear. But when we
finally are forced off our perches, we have the chance to discover
for ourselves what Jesus has tried to tell us all along — that
meaning and purpose come not from our accomplishments, our
perfect families, or even perfect health, but by risking all that we
are and all that we have for the sake of others.
If you are someone looking for the second mountain of your life,
the question at the heart of our Gospel this week offers all the
directions we need:
How will I risk the gifts I’ve been given, to do the work God is
calling me to do?

Reservations will
open Nov 16th
www.stmarksvenice.org
Register online or by phone.

Concert will also be available online

In addition to the list of minimum
requirements on page 3, it is expected that
Vestry members will:

For
reflection
• What is the “risky
generosity” that
God is nudging
me to try on?
• What the best
thing that could
happen if I said,
“Yes!”?

Notice that the story turns on risk. Playing it safe, worrying about
ourselves and what others will say about us, is the first mountain all over again. And a
life of tepid generosity, one that is constrained by fear and our need for control, leaves
us languishing in the valley.
Unless we are willing to risk it all for the sake of others – to take a leap into a FaithFilled Generosity – we never reach the summit of a truly abundant life.
Chris Harris is Associate Rector of Christ Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.
He serves on the board of The Episcopal Network for Stewardship and the steering team
for Invite-Welcome-Connect, a national evangelism ministry, and is creator of Living
Wi$ley, a faith and personal finance ministry.
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Songs of Inspiration
and Hope

⬧Faithfully pray for all members of our
worshipping community.
⬧Regularly attend Vestry meetings
which include monthly meetings.
(typically 4th Thursday each month)
⬧Attend “special called” Vestry
meetings.
⬧Have access to the internet and read
email correspondence at least once per
day.
⬧Be able to maintain confidentiality
regarding sensitive church matters.
⬧Function as a positive, contributing
member of a group that represents the
interests of all parish members.
⬧Read all information distributed to the
Vestry by both the Rector and the
Senior Warden.
⬧Complete Vestry assignments,
including communicating with
designated parishioners on a regular
basis, bread delivery and liaison with
designated ministries.
⬧Be active members of the church regular attendance and volunteering at
various church functions and ministries
as well as weekend services.
⬧Attend major functions and meetings
of the parish.
⬧Respect all persons that come to St.
Mark’s to worship.
⬧Live out our Baptismal Covenant.
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Church located at:
508 Riviera Street Venice Florida 34285
Church office & mailing address:
513 Nassau St S Venice Florida 34285
Church Office: 941.488.7714
info@stmarksvenice.com
Clergy: Charles Kiblinger (Priest in Charge), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector), John Lawrence (Assisting
Priest), Judith Roberts (Assisting Priest), Len Brusso

….let your light shine before all....

(Assisting Priest), John Warfel (Assisting Priest),
Keith Backhaus (Deacon), Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
Vestry: Michael Knowlton (Sr. Warden), Susan Park
(Jr. Warden), Judy Davis, Bill Flack, Debra Harris,
Dennis Keck, Adam Kendall (Treasurer),
Fred Pardee, Ginger Pavloff, Ghyll Theurer (Clerk),
Hugh Steele, Mack Wilcox
Church Staff: Peter Madpak (Choirmaster &
Organist), Crystal Coluzzi (Interim Youth
Coordinator), Marlene Vogt, RN BSN (Parish Nurse),
Debbie Pfender (Parish Admin.), Sue Ellen Findley
(Admin. Asst.), Carlotta Woolpert (Office Asst.),
Ernie Mannhart (Sexton)

The Messenger

November 2020

Wired Word
Wired Word is a time of theological reflection
on the current events in the news. Join in the
discussion via Zoom meetings on
Wednesday mornings at 10:30am.
For more information and/or to be added to
the group list to receive the meeting link and
discussion material - please contact the office
at (941) 488-7714 or email
debbie@stmarksvenice.com
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