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Did you know….
Our Diocese of Southwest
Florida publishes a free
magazine called Southern
Cross. There are articles and news
from all the churches within our
diocese. In the Easter 2020 edition,
there is a great article about our
youth here at St. Mark’s. Look for a
copy of the article at
www.episcopalswfl.org,
scroll down on the home page to find
Publications. From here you can also
subscribe to the free magazine!
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Tools of Prayer and Care
Dear Friends in Christ,
These are strange times. Social distancing
to help slow the spread of Covid-19 virus
is being expanded and enforced, as public
places like libraries, theaters, and even
beaches close, for safety’s sake. Events and
activities are cancelled. When St. Mark’s
worship services were first halted on
March 14th, you may have thought Church
was cancelled, but I tell you, Church
cannot be cancelled! Church cannot be
cancelled because the Church
is not a building or a single set
of practices. It is true, we are
not gathering groups in
person, but we are the
Church, still very much an
active, joined community, the hands and
feet of Christ in the world!
St. Mark’s clergy and staff are busy
reaching out in some new, and some very
old ways. Peter Madpak organized and
video recorded a full celebration of
Eucharist and we have emailed it to all the
addresses we have. Youth and families have
been alerted on Facebook of virtual
gatherings using the Zoom app. More
resources are available on Facebook at St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church
(@StMarksVenice.) If you haven’t already
done so, check us out! We have online
Stations of the Cross made with love by
Jackie and Brian Overton on YouTube.
We will be making more videos and have

enclosed a booklet of devotions to help us
pray together during Holy Week. Also,
In this newsletter you will find a Service
of Receiving the Eucharist in Spirit, a
brief set of prayers to reassure us of
God’s gift of grace available to us at all
times. We are answering calls and emails
and as parishioners reach out to each
other by phone, we are responding to
reported needs with teams of volunteers.
If you need groceries or supplies, let us
know. Following safe distancing
practices, we will assist however
we can!
The Church is alive and well and
working hard to share the Good
News that all may know the peace
that only God can give in these
unsettling times. St. Mark’s has always
shown how to BE the Church; continue
to do so by reaching out to each other and
reaching out into the world.
We have two important tools to combat
this virus—prayer and care. These two
are powerful tools!
Care for one another by practicing the
safety measures of distancing and
handwashing needed to control the
spread of this virus, even if you feel well.
Care for yourself by making healthy
choices. Show your concern for others by
keeping in contact; continue to support
and encourage one another. While
maintaining physical distance, work to
Continued on page 2
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break down the barriers that isolate us—
call others, get outside if you can, walk in
your neighborhood or on our labyrinth.
Be the model around others, speaking in
love and with patience and self-control.
Care and prayer…Continue to pray. I
pray Morning Prayer each day with
www.MissionStClare.org. Whether you
use an app, or The Book of Common
Prayer in print, or online
www.bcponline.org whether you pray at
daybreak or with your 10 a.m. coffee,
know we are praying together. Read
through the Book of Common Prayer and
you’ll find a wealth of wonderful prayers
of comfort and strength. Compline is
another of my favorite services—try it!
Look into all the electronic resources
available to pray. Read the Bible—let
scripture speak to you! Let prayer be a
habit of heart, not confined to particular
times, places or structures, but rather an
ongoing conversation with the God who
made you, loves you, and sustains you.
Use the tools of care and prayer. Know
that you are not alone; you are part of St.
Mark’s family and part of the greater
community, the Church Universal. Call
Excerpts from recent eblast….
Please know that St. Mark’s clergy and
staff are here to serve. Our prayers and
work continue to keep our community
connected serving God and others.
You are asked to contact the church office
at (488) 488-7714 if you have concerns or
special needs. If you find yourself in
special need of groceries, meals or supplies
and are unable or feel it best you don’t go
out, we have volunteers who are willing to
assist you. Even though the office is closed
we are checking voicemails and emails
daily.
Services for the weeks we are unable to
meet in person are being recorded and will
be published on the Church’s website,
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upon our loving God and call upon one
another.
We are being asked to go to great lengths
to prevent the spread of this virus at an
obvious social, personal, even financial
cost and yet, the great irony of
prevention is that if we do succeed, we
may not even know that we did. But, as
believers, there are many things for
which we have no empirical evidence!
We will continue to do the very best we
can, doing the next right thing, trusting
in God’s grace and guidance.
May the peace of God, which passes all
understanding keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst
you, and remain with you always!


(If you have not be receiving our emails-check your junk, trash or spam folder
and add St. Mark’s Episcopal Church to
your address book. Or send us your
email address if we do not have it.)

www.stmarksvenice.com. The services
will also be published on our Facebook
page and links to the services will be
sent out via email eblast. All the
services have been produced with staff
members and minimal number of
volunteers so that we are able to remain
compliant with social distancing
guidelines.
During these extra-ordinary times,
our financial stewardship also remains
critical. Families within our church and
community will experience significant
financial strain and possibly find it
difficult to provide adequately for the
needs of their families. We are
encouraging such persons to contact us
if there are such arising crises in their
Continued on page 7
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April 5, 2020

The Rev. Judy Roberts

Let us pray.
Gracious and loving God, we pray that you will stretch our minds and
hearts to imagine a world where ‘new and different’ does not threaten us.
Help us trust in your promise to abide with us in all times and places. In
Jesus’ name, AMEN.

Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our supplications and prayers, and
dispose the way of your servants towards the attainment of everlasting
salvation; that, among all the changes and chances of this mortal life, we
may ever be defended by your gracious and ready help; through Jesus
Christ or Lord. Amen. [BCP p.832]
The Rev. Robert Cowperthwaite

As we ‘shelter in place,’ how do the memories of family and friends help
you in lonely moments?

If you had been a member of that dinner party, how would you have
responded to Mary’s startling gesture?

The dinner party in Bethany…Jesus, the risen Lazarus, Martha, Mary,
disciples… enjoying a meal prepared by hard-working Martha, distracted
by Mary who always seems to grab the attention. She washes Jesus’ feet
with costly perfume, dries them with her unbound hair, a socially awkward
gesture of intimacy unsettling to guests. Judas questions her extravagance,
Jesus defends her. A gathering of friends in this time of Jesus’ greatest
need ruined, foreshadowing events soon to follow. Jesus knew his days
were numbered and he reminds his friends that there is something
infinitely precious about ‘living in the moment’ among the people we love.
Yes, we are to attend to the needy among us - always, but it is both
permissible – and laudable to celebrate the joys of human love in its many
manifestations wherever and whenever we can.

John 12: 1-11

Monday in Holy Week

What can you do to reach out to others whose lives are being upended?

What attitudes can you think of to replace the fear and wariness that
threaten to immobilize us in times of change?

The Palm Sunday Liturgy takes on new meaning for me this year. I don’t
think I ever appreciated how quickly things changed for Jesus in just one
week. He entered Jerusalem to crowds crying, “Hosanna in the Highest!”
and days later, the crowds were shouting, “Crucify him, crucify him!”
Riding into the city on a donkey may have been humiliating enough, but
nothing like getting nailed to a cross with two common criminals at his
side.
Just weeks ago we were beginning to think about some minor changes in
the way we worship (no hand shaking, no hugging,) and now we can’t
even go to Church. Definitions of “community,” “worship” and
“ministry” are changing before our eyes. The Good News is that we are
never alone. We take comfort in Jesus’ words to his disciples, at the close
of the Gospel according to Matthew, “and lo, I am with you always, to the
close of the age.”

Matthew 28:16-20

Palm Sunday
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The Rev. Canon John E. Lawrence

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of the night; for the love of your only Son, our
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Let us pray.

Where do I see Jesus in the midst of these difficult days? How do I
recognize him in others? In myself?

As Jesus approaches his own crucifixion and death, he becomes ever more
aware of the darkness and despair that so threaten the world and its people.
He contrasts them with the light, the symbol of life and knowledge John
uses at the very beginning of his Gospel to describe Christ himself as the
Eternal Word. The British author Joseph Conrad used the same
contrasting themes in his classic novella, The Heart of Darkness, about a
19th century sea trader named Kurtz in search of ivory on a journey up the
Congo River. The deeper Kurtz gets into the dark African jungle, the more
he becomes obsessed with his racial tyranny over the natives and his crew,
moving steadily into both mental and spiritual disintegration. As the
narrator describes it, he has “gone mad” in his very soul. In recent weeks,
we may have been tempted to look at the coronavirus and its impact on our
life, our freedom, and our society as a sign of a new “dark age” in our own
and our world’s history. It is, however, precisely at times such as these
that we need to look toward the light and to discern how God is at work,
seeking to bring good out of evil, joy out of sorrow, and life even in the
midst of death. The light of Christ is especially among and within us at
times such as this to help us see the many ways in which his love can
overcome anxiety, fear, and loss. May that light make us more aware of
others in our lives, more sensitive to the impact we can have on others, and
more aware of new ways in which to express our love, offer support,
render service, and even worship. There is light, not only at the end, but
also right in the murky middle of this dark tunnel. That light is Jesus.

John 12: 20-36

Tuesday in Holy Week

The Rev. John Warfel

Let us pray.
From the Primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed
us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But
we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one
another.
Have mercy Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
(Eucharistic Prayer C)

What does Judas’ betrayal say to you about yourself, about God?

Nothing pierces the human heart quite like betrayal. Whether it’s betrayal
in friendship, marriage, business, or among members of one’s own family,
the destruction left in its wake ripples throughout Creation. Judas’
betrayal of Jesus speaks volumes about the heart and mind of humans, but
it speaks even more about the Heart and Mind of God.

John 13:21-32

Wednesday in Holy Week
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The Rev. Joyce Treppa

Let us pray.
O God, today we give you thanks for all health care workers who
fearlessly take care of people who cannot take care of themselves. Give
them faith and courage and bless the work they do. Help us to follow your
Son’s example when he washed the feet of His disciples. Amen.

Where and in whom will you see the face of Jesus today?

Read the Passion Narrative,
now consider this thought:

Before I retired and moved to Florida, I worked as a Chaplain for St. John
Providence Health System in Detroit. I had a spiritual director, an elderly
IHM nun, Sister Martha. One of the things she reminded me to do every
time I met with her was to look for the face of Jesus in others, look for
God in ordinary lives. I had a hospice patient whom I visited every
Thursday afternoon. I always seemed to be there at the same time as her
direct care aide was there giving her a bed bath. Her aide, Lita, gave our
mutual patient a bath with love and skill. One day I said to her, “You are
so good at what you do, have you ever thought about going back to school
to become a nurse? You would make such a good one”. Lita just looked
at me and said, “This is what I do – I give baths and I’m good at it”. I saw
the face of Jesus in the receiver of service and the giver of service that day.
Let us try, with God’s help, to all become good at receiving and giving.
Let us come to the table and receive Christ’s body and blood, given freely
in sacrifice for us, and go out into the world and look for the face of Jesus
in others.

The Rev. Len Brusso

Let us pray.
We adore you O Christ, and bless you because, by your holy cross, you
have redeemed the world. Amen

All is summed up in two sentences: "God be merciful to me a
sinner." And the answering reply from the Man on the cross on a
springtime afternoon: “Father, Forgive them...”

"Father, that none may be lost,...no, not one."

Think on these things.

He has gone in my stead to a place called Golgotha to represent me and my
disobedience...my sin. He takes what is rightfully mine, death (The wages
of sin is death), and he dies in my place. And do you know what is so
remarkable about all this? If everyone in the whole world were brought to
perfection and I was the only sinner left on earth, Jesus would still go to
the Cross just for me. Now, say it out loud: "FOR ME CHRIST
DIED." Say it again! Know that it is true because it is.

They have taken away my Lord.
And I am alone now.

John 18: 1-19:42

Good Friday

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Maundy Thursday
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The Rev. Maggie Sullivan

Let us pray.
Thank you, Lord, for those you have empowered to step up, those who
discern what is right, and act accordingly. In these extraordinary times,
and in all times of confusion or despair, dear Lord, help us look for and
find those helpers. Strengthen us to reach out and be the helpers. Walk
with us through this time of Holy Saturday, and those times to come.
Amen.

Even in the most traumatic situations, there are those who selflessly step
up to do the next right thing. Who has served you in times of grief and
confusion as Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus served Jesus’ followers?
When has God given you strength and courage to step up and be the
helper? In what way might you be called to step up today?

The crowds had so suddenly turned from cheering the arrival of Jesus the
Messiah to jeering and calling for his crucifixion. The trauma of those
days fractured all sense of normalcy. Time seemed both to have sped up
and dragged on. Was it hours passed, or weeks? Was that today, or
yesterday? Events and places were mashed together; ”Were you there?”
they asked one another. It all happened so fast, and yet time seemed
frozen, those grim events to be remembered frame by horrific frame. Only
emptiness and grief stretched before Jesus’ followers.
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus themselves suffered through the
trauma of Jesus’ Passion, yet risked their reputation in their community to
care for the body of the Lord.

It is difficult for us who know the Resurrected Lord to imagine the grief of
Holy Saturday.

John 19:38-42

Holy Saturday

Adapted from the St. Augustine Prayerbook and Prayer Book for the
Armed Forces (2008; the Episcopal Church)

Act of Thanksgiving: God of glor y, you nour ish us with your Wor d
who is the bread of life: fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us the
light of your glory may shine in all the world. We ask this in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Act of Reception: In union, O Lor d, with your faithful people at every
altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I
desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving.
I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await
your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today in the
Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into
my heart. Cleanse me of my sins and strengthen me with your grace, Lord
Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you
in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

Act of Contrition: O God, I am ver y sor r y I have sinned against you
and against my neighbor. Forgive me for Jesus Christ’s sake. Strengthen
me to amend my ways and sin no more.

Gospel : Abide in me as I abide in you. J ust as the br anch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide
in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
John 15:4-5

Epistle: Listen! I am standing at the door , knocking; if you hear my
voice and open the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you
with me.
Revelation 3:20

Collect: Let the power of the Holy Spir it come upon me, O Lor d.
I pray that God may mercifully cleanse my heart and defend me from all
adversities, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Service of Receiving the Eucharist in Spirit
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From the Senior Warden
(copied

from the eblast sent 03/19/20)

Important information on the Rector Search - As most of you know,
we have had to cancel the all Church meeting that was originally scheduled for
Wednesday March 18. (email eblast contained a link to the survey results,
available by contacting the office or emailing Mike Knowlton.) The survey
results provide very helpful information to us as we move to the next steps –
preparing the Parish Profile for Saint Mark’s and establishing the Search
Committee.
While our minds are on COVID-19, the disruption and uncertainty that we
face as we move forward during these coming weeks, I want to communicate
the following information regarding the Rector Search Committee. While we
will obviously have to be flexible, we are proceeding on the assumption that
much of this disruption will be resolved between now and early/mid May
when the Committee will start to meet. Please read this invitation carefully.
If you are interested in getting more information about the process, please let
me know by emailing me at mikeknowlton@mac.com. If you want to
nominate a parishioner whom you feel would make a good Committee
member, please obtain their permission and notify me so that I can send them
the appropriate information.

Invitation to Apply for Service on the Rector Search
Committee






The Saint Mark’s Vestry has been working since last November on the
various stages of the transition process resulting from Father Jim’s
announcement of his retirement. We hope to complete, by the end of
March/early April, all of the necessary stages of the transition process that
need to be completed prior to the establishment of the Search Committee.
After careful consideration, the Vestry has determined that the Search
Committee will consist of nine members of Saint Mark’s who are not
current members of the Vestry. One of the nine members of the Search
Committee will be selected by the Vestry to be Chair of the Committee.
The importance of the Search Committee to the future of Saint Mark’s
cannot be overstated. Accordingly, the Vestry has established a process
for parishioners to apply to serve on the Search Committee. The first step
is to encourage members of Saint Mark’s Church who have an interest in
serving on the Committee to step forward, which is what we are doing by
way of this communication. Those who have an interest are encouraged to
email me at mikeknowlton@mac.com no later than Monday 4/6/20. I
will immediately send you an application form for you to complete.

Please know that all parishioners who complete the
application, will be given prayerful consideration by
the Vestry.
Michael Knowlton, Senior Warden

Deadline to
apply is
04/06/20!
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Recent eblast, continued from page 2

lives. St. Mark’s will provide care and
assistance as we are able.
Adam Kendall, the Vestry Treasurer,
and I encourage all parishioners that are
able, to remember the importance of
remaining faithful in our giving during these
uncertain times. With no regular gathering
for Saturday or Sunday worship services, we
hope you will use other means to ensure
that your regular or special offerings are
received.
You may go to our website,
www.stmarksvenice.com - on the menu
bar, select donation, and make offerings
online. Already, a portion of our
parishioners are giving by electronic and
reoccurring automatic giving. If you decide
to give online, know that giving via ACH
from a bank account ensures the lowest cost
of giving and gifts made by credit card incur
higher fees.
You may also consider simply mailing
your offerings to the church office .
We remind everyone to use regular
safety protocols: Wash your hands
frequently, sanitize surfaces that are touched
by many hands, use verbal greetings rather
than hand shaking, and avoid large groups
and gatherings.
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Church located at:
508 Riviera Street Venice Florida 34285
Church office & mailing address:
513 Nassau St S Venice Florida 34285
Church Office: 941.488.7714
info@stmarksvenice.com
Clergy: Robert Cowperthwaite (Interim Rector),
Maggie Sullivan (Assoc. Rector), John Lawrence
(Assisting Priest), Judith Roberts (Assisting Priest),
Len Brusso (Assisting Priest), John Warfel (Assisting
Priest), Keith Backhaus (Deacon), Joyce Treppa
(Deacon)
Vestry: Michael Knowlton (Sr. Warden) Susan Park
(Jr. Warden), Judy Davis, Bill Flack, Debra Harris,
Dennis Keck, Adam Kendall (treasurer)
Fred Pardee, Ginger Pavloff, Ghyll Theurer (clerk),
Hugh Steele, Mack Wilcox.
Church Staff: Peter Madpak (Choirmaster &
Organist), Jackie Overton (Youth), Marlene Vogt, RN
BSN (Parish Nurse), Debbie Pfender (Parish Admin.),
Sue Ellen Findley (Admin. Asst.), Carlotta Woolpert
(Office Asst.), Amanda Fronckowiak (Sexton), Jim
Gietek (Asst. Sexton)
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….let your light shine before all....
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Do you receive the church email eblast?
These email eblast contain important
and timely information from reminders
for upcoming events, changes in
scheduling and exciting news of what’s
happening here at St. Mark’s.
If you would like to be added to the list
to receive the email eblast please
contact the office at (941) 488-7714
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