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Parishioners who
receive their annual
giving statements
via paper statement
by USPS mail,
receive them twice
per year, July & December. Those
that receive them via email receive
them monthly. You can request to
change your delivery method by
contacting the office or by email to
finance@stmarksvenice.com.
Now you know!
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God’s spirit is leading us..
impatient to know “what’s next”—what’s in
store for me.
One of the so-called “rules of life” is that
It’s this space that mystic and Ignatian
everything has its time, and when that time has
priest, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, says is
come and gone, then that time is left behind
maddening. It is maddening because in our
and everything moves toward “what’s next.”
desire to see what is about to unfold before us,
Life and our yearly calendar bear that out.
we can miss what God is doing in the mystery
Even though the sights, sounds, and smells of
of the moment. And unfortunately, that can
Christmas Day still linger in our thoughts and
cause us to fall into that age-old dilemma of
memories, in the natural order of things, it is
wanting to know what we want to know when
time to put that behind us and move toward
we want to know it. To want to
the unfolding of a new year. For we
“peek” and see how the story ends
all have just been handed something
instead of letting the story unfold.
very special: a “brand, spanking new”
And as de Chardin further states, “we
New Year with which to do some
are quite naturally impatient in
very special things.
everything to reach the end without
I always find the transition at this
delay. We should like to skip the
time of the year, both emotionally
intermediate stages. We are
and spiritually, so very interesting.
impatient of being on the way to
Everything is new and unknown.
something unknown, something
Everything seems fresh and unfolding before
new.” Yet, maybe, that can be a good thing.
us. Time has not stood still. Everything is
One of the wonderful things about the
waiting to be unleashed, explored and
mystery of God and any journey with God is
experienced. It is as if new life is waiting to be
just that—it is a mystery. And as a mystery,
created from seed that has been planted but has
we can spend all our time trying to solve that
yet to grow. And for me, that is especially
mystery and answer all the questions, or as the
true this year with my pending retirement at
noted spiritual writer Rainer Marie Rilke has
the end of January looming on the horizon.
stated, “we can be patient toward all that’s
With the anticipation and excitement of
unsolved in our hearts and learn to love the
something new awaiting me—something I’ve
questions themselves”—looking to God,
literally never experienced before, I also find
trusting in the slow work of God, and allowing
myself being in a slightly anxious place because
God to reveal to us what we need to know in
of the unknown that awaits me. It’s like I find
the seeking of the answers and what will
myself often in that in-between space of my
unfold in that seeking. Mysteries don’t have to
own steps—that space where I become
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Continued on page 2
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EPISCOPAL
CHURCH WOMEN
Scholarship Luncheon
Please plan to join us on Tuesday
January 7, 2020 at 12:00 noon for
the ECW Scholarship Luncheon. Take
part in the silent auction, enjoy a
delicious meal prepared by our very
own Chef Paul and be entertained by a
local hula dance group. Tickets are
$20 per person
and may be
purchased from
Marlene Vogt,
Clover Webster
or Barbara
Willis. Invite
your friends,
men and
women, to join
us for this special event which benefits
St. Mark's ECW Youth Scholarships.
And as a reminder, by virtue of
their baptism, all women
communicants of St. Mark's Episcopal
Church are members of the Episcopal
Church Women (ECW). We invite and
welcome you to join us in our efforts to
carry
forward the
mission of
the church
through
Christian education, Christian social
service, and missionary work in the
home, parish, community, diocese,
nation and world, through worship,
study, gifts and fellowship. General
meetings are held the first Tuesday of
the month unless otherwise announced.

E.C.W.
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God’s spirit….
be understood or figured out—they can just
be experienced—especially ones involving
God. The new year that is upon us will
definitely bring changes in everyone’s life.
Things will be different. Things will be new.
None of us will know for sure what this new
journey will bring or how it will unfold. Of
that we can be certain. We only know that
there will be changes, questions, mystery and
surprises in the unfolding of this year and the
journey we are all on. But we know too, that
God will definitely be in the midst of it all and
we should try to remember to be patient in
that holy space with God. “To give God the
benefit,” as de Chardin also says, “of believing
that God’s hand is leading us, and to accept
the anxiety of feeling ourselves in suspense
and incomplete.”
One of the greatest problems most of us
have in life, especially as we get older, is
dealing with and accepting change in our
lives. It oftentimes is difficult. It is often
confusing and full of anxiety. It is normally
centered in some type of fear—either due to
some real or perceived loss, or things not
being as they always have been. To deny the
reality of those emotions, though, is not wise

Continued from page 1

because those emotions are very real for us.
Change is inevitable and part of life—no matter
how we feel about it.
So, I would say to everyone—and to me
especially, remember always (as a parishioner
once told me) that without change there would
be no butterflies. And remember too, that
trusting God’s movement in this time of
transition and change is essential. Trust that
whatever God is forming within us, and for us,
as a community and as people of faith, will be
right. Trust that it will be right because it is of
God and will come from God as long as we
keep our focus on God and attempt to hear
what God might be saying to us at all times—
even in times of anxiety.
God’s spirit is leading us—of this I believe.
It is leading you toward something new and it is
leading me toward something new too.
Whatever it might be, it will be different than
what has been. New creations always are. And
that, my friends, can be exciting. We will just
need to attempt to be comfortable and at
peace, as we watch and see where God is
leading us, and what is being created new for
all of us.
In Christ’s love,
Jim Puryear+

Three Services start January 12th
On Sunday, January 12, we return to our Winter Sunday Service
Schedule with services at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:15. The last two services are
Rite II services with choir and the 8:00 o’clock service is a Rite I service
without choir. This schedule will remain in place until after Easter.

St. Mark’s Legacy Society
A Bequest in a Will
The simplest and most common way of making a planned give is through a
bequest in your will. You can designate a specific amount of money, a
percentage of your estate, or a specific assess. St. Mark’s could also be
named as a contingent beneficiary subject to other beneficiaries.
For more information on the Legacy Society contact Mack Wilcox.
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Usher Informational/Appreciation Meetings
light lunch. The second meeting
The Usher (tentatively scheduled for anyone not able
Ministry is
to attend the first meeting) will be
excited to announce Saturday, January 25th, 2020 at 11:00
that it will be hosting
am.
Church Usher meetings. The
For more information, please call Diane
meetings will be informational for all, Kerin at 941-493-9078 or email
especially those who may be interested in
diane.kerin@verizon.net or call Bill Lillich
becoming an usher or just want to learn
at 941-488-6816 or email
more about the duties of an usher at St.
williamlillich@gmail.com.
Mark’s. The meetings are also in
There will be a sign up sheet in
appreciation of all current ushers!
the Narthex and Gray Hall to
The first meeting will be held Thursday, determine the number for lunch.
January 23rd, 2020 at 11:00 followed by a
Hope to see you there!

A Special Event for Father Jim
The Event Planning Committee has been
very busy in recent weeks planning the details
of Father Jim’s Retirement Celebration at the
Venice Community Center, on Friday,
January 24, 2020 from 5 PM to 8 PM. We
are truly blessed to have Chefs Jim Blow and
Paul Skulitz who will be catering the event!
Wine and appetizers will be the prelude to a
wonderful meal that will include mixed green
salad, tortellini with pesto cream sauce,
Chicken Marsala, Carved Strip Loin, steamed
vegetables, and assorted cakes and pies. We
hope that all parishioners will join us in
celebrating and giving thanks for the 18 years
of service, dedication, leadership and support
that Father Jim has provided to Saint Mark’s
and to each of us.
Tickets for the event will be $15 and they
can be purchased through cash or check to the

church office, the offertory plate or online.
Please make sure to memo “Father Jim’s
party”. A purse has also been arranged for
Father Jim. If you wish to donate, please do
so by including on your check memo line:
“Father Jim’s Purse”, or by choosing the
drop down option under “Donations” on the
church website, www.stmarksvenice.org. If
you feel that you cannot purchase a ticket,
please contact Debbie Pfender in the church
office at 941-488-7714. Advance tickets
are required and must be purchased
by January 10, 2020. This is a firm
deadline due to necessary final planning and
preparation.
Mike Knowlton, Senior Warden

Mark’s Men
Unexpected Blessings
Come to the Mark’s Men
Dinner — January 21, 2020.
In a talk entitled "Unexpected
Blessings,”
parishioner
Dave Sayer
demonstrates
- with video how he has
delivered Big Check “sur-prizes”
to hundreds of Publishers
Clearing House Sweepstakes
winners, then tells how he is
more surprised - and blessed than anyone by the path his “Mad
Man” career of 60 years has taken
him.
Social time begins at 5:30 pm
in Gray Hall followed by Dinner
at 6.

Please remember to sign up on
the blue sheets in the narthex or
Gray Hall

Bible Study during Epiphany: Jeremiah - An Inquiry
Come and join the conversation about Jeremiah, the elusive prophet and poet whose courageous
words and visionary poetry landed him in a cistern, and eventually saw him exiled to Eqypt where he
vanished from history. He was a man who spoke harsh words to unwilling and unbelieving ears in 6th
century (B.C.E.) Judah. Classes will meet in Gray Hall on Wednesdays 10:00 am starting,
January 15th, 2020 and be led by Rev. Judy Roberts.
-3-
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Wednesday,
January 8, 2020
On Wednesday, January 8, we will
“kick-off” our 2020 Wednesday night
dinner and programs with
our annual Youth
Mission Trip
Review.
Our youth will be
sharing videos, some
spirit-filled music and
their stories and
experiences of how they saw
God’s love first-hand during their mission
trips to the Dominican Republic and
Fayetteville, North Carolina.
I hope you will be able to attend this
special night of God’s grace being shared
through the hearts, souls and relational
experiences of St. Mark’s Youth. Sign-up
sheets for dinner and the program will be
in the Narthex and Gray Hall this
weekend.

Wednesday,
January 15, 2020
Join us for a special night of
worship following dinner.

January 2020

Wednesday Night
Christian Education Classes
Epiphany Series: January 29 - February 19
How We Got the New Testament—What’s In,What’s Not
Led by Ginger O’Keefe, retired director of Adult Education, St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, Des Moines, Iowa. Let’s look at Scripture
together! We will look at who wrote the books included
in the New Testament, when and why they were
written, and discuss when and why these books came to
be considered gospel, divinely inspired. We will also
look at what kinds of books didn’t make “the cut.”

Episcopal Belief and Practices
Rev. Maggie will lead a class in core Episcopal beliefs. Whether
you’re new to our Church, or a cradle Episcopalian, you are welcome
to come explore our faith: the Sacraments and Sacramental Rites,
Creedal Beliefs, The Church, its history and governance, and
what an “Episcopalian” life looks like. The book, Walk in Love
by Scott Gunn and Melody Wilson Shobe (2018 Forward
Movement Press), and the Book of Common Prayer will serve
as guides.

The Politics of Jesus

Jesus was often found at meals, the
Gospels record over twenty instances. It
was there he deepened friendships, heard
stories, and challenged assumptions in the
giving and receiving of hospitality. In the
context of this table companionship, the
Last supper was celebrated.
And it is this sense of hospitable
community that we draw on this evening
as well as the Scottish Ceilidh tradition of
sharing music, story and song. (Iona
Abbey Worship Book pg 147)

Jesus announced, lived, and inaugurated for history and new social order:
“The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives, recovery of sight to
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
This is the manifesto of Jesus for the Kingdom of God.
Jesus calls for change in the social order of power, privilege
and wealth. So that all can have access to the fullest fruits
of life. He calls us to "Treat the people and their needs as
holy." This class will be led by Rev. Keith Backhaus.

Epiphany Series Classes will meet for 4 weeks,
following the Wednesday night dinners.
If you can not make dinner you can come
around 6:30 for the classes.
-4-
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Movement and Physical Activity
Happy New Year Everyone,
I hope you enjoyed a peaceful
and joyous celebration of our
Savior’s birth with your family and
friends.
My topic for January is on
movement and discovering ways
to enjoy physical activity.
Movement seems to be the easiest
thing for any of us to avoid during
the busy schedules of the holidays. We often
tend to put it off until later in the day or
“maybe” tomorrow, but often tomorrow never
comes. Yet, it’s clear we were created to move
and have more moving parts than most of us can
count? Movement is part of how we celebrate
our body/spirit connection with God. No
matter what your physical activity level is now,
look for ways to enjoy movement with the body
God gave you.
The New Year is a time to reflect on your
goals that move you to achieve positive healthy
habits. No matter how you enjoy physical
exercise, whether it be walking, biking, gym
workouts, water aerobics or tai chi movement;
it can increase peacefulness, improve pain,

Wednesday,
January 22, 2020

lower blood pressure, lower stress, promote
balance, and improve sleep.
One of our
parishioners suggested
we start an exercise
class (low impact)
focusing on
stretching, balance,
and meditation at St.
Mark’s. For those
who can remember, years ago we had a tai
chi class which proved very helpful. Should
you have previous experience and be
interested in volunteering to teach or attend
a low impact exercise class, please let me
know. It might be a fun way to connect with
each other plus improve and promote our
health for 2020!
Remember, I am available to chat if you
have any questions.
Best wishes for a happy healthy 2020.
Love & Prayers,
Your Parish Nurse
Marlene Vogt, RN BSN

Tuesday Morning Men’s Fellowship
This past November the Tuesday
Morning Men’s Fellowship entered its
eleventh year – with healthy attendance
every week year-round. The reason? The
men who participate really enjoy it. They
say, for instance, “Good conversation and
good fellowship,” “A main course of
serious discussion with a side dish of
gentle humor,” and “It’s the highlight of
my week."
The informal gatherings provide coffee,
opening and closing prayers and some
moments for quiet reflection. But the
primary focus of the hour is a topical
conversation led by a different man each
week. The subjects are usually but not
always church-related. In recent months
we’ve discussed such things as “Reaching

the Un-churched,” “Christianity &
Sustainability,” “The Word Made Flesh,”
“Historic Movements in the Episcopal
Church,” “Envy – Good & Bad,” “Preserving
Venice’s Heritage” and Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry’s “The Way of Love.” On
occasion items of current interest are
discussed; but in the interest of harmony,
politics are avoided. Over the
last ten years more than 500
topics have been
discussed! That’s a lot of
conversation.
The dialogue is stimulating,
not heavy or intimidating; and
out of the sharing comes a level
of friendship not experienced in some of our
busier parish activities. Participants have
-5-

The St. Mark’s Choir performs
Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem in D minor, Op. 48 with orchestra. This
iconic piece offers a unique serene
and tranquil view of death. Influenced by chant, it floats on a peaceful and sometimes modal sea. The
choir will also perform other works
by Fauré.

Since 2001, St. Mark’s has
taken pride in its Concert Series.
Your gifts are essential to help
continue our high quality music
programming. We invite you to
participate in our Friends of
Music. Our concerts are free
and open to all. With your
support, we are able to offer this
wonderful outreach through
music to our community. For
more information, please contact
the office.
said “Members really care about each other”
and "This is what church is all about."
A warm welcome is promised
to “snow-birds” and full-timers,
i.e. all men of the parish who’d
like to join us — any Tuesday
morning you're free, from 8:00 to
9:00 AM in the church office
conference room. Questions
can be addressed to the Clergy
or parishioner Dave Sayer.
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Youth News

NOT AVAILABLE
ON THE ONLINE
EDITION

Congratulations to
Will Kraut and Kylie
Matney, 2 of our
Seniors at St. Mark's
have been chosen to
be the Co-Rectors for
Happening #75, a high school retreat
weekend hosted by the Diocese of
Southwest Florida and held at Dayspring.
As Co-Rectors Will and Kylie will lead a
team of their peers and other high school
youth on a weekend experience that
focuses on "Who Am I?, Who am I in my
relationship with God, and Who am I in
my relationship with God and how do I
live that out in the world?" We are super
proud of their leadership and their
willingness to share their faith with others

from all around Southwest Florida. If
you want to learn more about
Happening weekend ask them!
The proceeds from the parish
breakfast Sunday on February 2 will be
earmarked to support our 4th, 5th, and
6th grade youth on their summer
service learning experience to Atlanta,
Georgia. This group of elementary and
middle school youth will be spending 4
days together living in community,
worshipping, and serving others at the
end of May. We hope you will support
them by staying after church and having
breakfast with us! This will be a first
trip for all of them and we are super
excited for this opportunity!
Jackie Overton, Youth Director

Annual Meeting & Election of Vestry Members
The annual meeting will be held
5:30pm Sunday, January 26th,
2020. This meeting is potluck and
signup sheet will be posted to indicate
what you will bring. Your dishes
should serve 4 to 6. Take the
opportunity to show off your favorite
dish.
The annual meeting is an important
aspect of church membership. There
will be presentations by clergy, staff and

Vestry leadership. We will also vote
to elect new members to vestry. We
do take care of business, but we also
enjoy fellowship, fun, and of course
FOOD!
Watch the bulletin for more
information or if you have questions,
you may contact Debbie in the office.
Please plan to join us!

January 12, 2020 will be the in-gathering day for the Church
Periodical Club. You can be a part of Christians proclaiming Christ
through the ministry of the printed word. Collection envelopes
will be placed in pews by Sunday, January 5. The CPC is the only
organization in the Episcopal Church dedicated solely to providing
urgently needed printed materials, books and periodicals free of charge anywhere in the
world to those who request
them and cannot obtain them
For more information on CPC visit their website at
www.churchperiodical.com
otherwise. ~Marilyn Fisher
-6-
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Family Promise update
We are now hosting 2 moms with
children 2 and 4 years old. The moms are
well on their way to their own
residence and have jobs. Thank the
Lord! We were scheduled for three
days at the end of December and
beginning of January. Thanks to our
wonderful St Mark’s volunteers, all
the slots were filled.
If you have not volunteered for Family

Promise before, we would love to have
you join our wonderful list of
volunteers. Please call me at 941460-6328 or 941-445-7349 if you
wish to discuss the volunteer
opportunities with Family Promise.
Thanks so very much,
Laurie Colombo, Volunteer
Coordinator for St. Mark’s

Labyrinth Information
During the St. Mark’s Gratitude Walk
the day after Thanksgiving, we were blessed
with the presence of Lucy Tobias, the
Sarasota author who visited 98 Florida
labyrinths for her book entitled Circling
the Center: Labyrinths in Florida.
Lucy first visited St. Mark’s Labyrinth two
years ago and reported in her book that the
path was difficult to discern. Since our
paver replacement, Lucy has visited twice
and featured St. Mark’s on her Facebook
page, Labyrinth of the Week. During
the Gratitude Walk she commented that
because she no longer struggled to see the
path, she was free to be purely prayerful
and meditative.
Wednesday,
January 1, 2020,
there was a New
Year’s Day
Labyrinth Walk
between 10-12. It was a wonderful way to

welcome in the
New Year.
Labyrinth
facilitators
were on hand
to answer
questions concerning the labyrinth.
On Saturday, February 22, from
10-12 there will be a basic labyrinth
workshop for those interested in finding
out more about labyrinths. The
workshop features a walk, a brief history
of labyrinths, suggestions for walking,
benefits of walking and one or two
videos. Space is limited to 12
participants. For more
information and to register,
please contact Jane Marcin
(941) 492-6800 or Beverly
Polk (859) 421-4424.

NOT AVAILABLE
ON THE ONLINE
EDITION

MEMORIALS

Gifts received to honor the memory of:

Dorothy Berry
Jim Jehle
Mary Ellen Meadows
Ruth Oram-Smith
By
Donald Cohn
Ouida Felker
Jean Hanson
Nancy Stuart

Get your tickets while they are still available!
Once again we are gearing up for the Annual Valentine Dinner Dance at St. Mark's, which
is being held on Saturday, February 8th, 2020.
Tickets are available by calling Clover Webster or Barbara Willis, numbers are in the
church's directory. Please don't delay, this event usually sells out quite early.
Proceeds will benefit the ECW Scholarship grants.
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Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector), John Lawrence
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Priest), Len Brusso (Assisting Priest), John Warfel
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Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
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….let your light shine before all....
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St. Mark’s Book Circle
St. Mark’s Book Circle will meet on
Tuesday, January 21st, 2020 at 10:00 am
discussing:

Beneath a Scarlet Sky
by Mark Sullivan,
with Sandra Underhill as
facilitator.
The reading list for 2020 is
available too!
Join us just to listen in or to
contribute to the discussion. The
Book Circle meets on the third
Tuesday at 10 a.m.in Gray Hall
Picture Room.
February's Book is Liar, Temptress, Soldier, Spy
by Karen Abbott.

