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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As I write this, all the retailers are pushing the secular celebration of “buy-buy-buy “under camouflage of gift giving.
When I think of gifts, I am reminded of the many times I played Santa Claus. Pam made me a red suit. Back then, I
needed a pillow to look the part. Oh, how times change! I played Santa many years for the Lions Club. Each year they
gave a Christmas party for needy Moms and Dads. The ones I remember most were for the Fathers. They were in hard
times and could not afford a Christmas celebration, much less gifts for the kids. The Lions would ask the kids to give us
their letter to Santa and a much needs list from the Dads. The Lions would go shopping and then gift wrapping! Come
party time, as the kids were eating cookies and visiting with Santa, bags of gifts would be loaded into Dad’s car, plus the
Dad would receive a cash card to buy the tree, dinner and whatever else might be needed. The kids and their families had a
wonderful Christmas surprise.
On occasion I now have the unique pleasure to portray Saint Nicholas. Nicholas was born in the 3rd Century in the
village of Patara on the southern coast of modern Turkey. He was raised a devout Christian, but his parents died in an
epidemic while he was a young boy. He devoted his entire inheritance to assist the needy, the sick and the suffering. He
dedicated his life to serving God and was made Bishop of Myra while still a young man. Bishop Nicholas became known
throughout the land for his generosity to those in need, his love of children and his concern for sailors and their ships.
Nicholas learned at an early age that Christians serve God by serving the less fortunate. In an age when the general rule
was ‘fend for yourself or die’, a Christian’s duty was to help others.
Over the centuries many stories and legends have been told of St Nicholas’ life and deeds. These accounts help us
understand his extraordinary character and why he is so beloved and revered as a protector and helper of those in need.
Here is one…
In Patara there lived a family that had fallen on hard times. They had once been wealthy but now they were so poor they
had barely enough to survive. The father could not find work. The man had three daughters of marriageable age. Since
there was no money for dowries, these girls had no chance of finding husbands. The father decided he would have to sell
the girls into servitude! At least they would have food.
When St Nicholas learned of the family’s plight, he came up with a way to help. He remembered the
or it is in teaching of Jesus. “When you give to the poor do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, so that your giving will be in secret.” One night he put several gold coins in a small bag. While
the giving the family was sleeping, he crept to a window and tossed the bag of coins inside. Then he hurried away
we receive before anyone saw him.
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The next morning, when they discovered the gold, they thanked God for the generous gift which had saved the family.
Besides providing for a dowry for the eldest daughter, they now had enough to live on.
...conƟnued top next page

St. Nicholas saw the happiness his secret gift had provided. He decided to help the other two girls. He again
went to the house at night and dropped another bag of gold coins in the window. Soon the second daughter was
married. The father now determined to find out about the earthly angel who was saving his family. Night after night he
watched and waited. He was about to give up when another bag of gold came flying through the window. He ran
outside and chased the shadowy figure. When he saw it was Bishop Nicholas, he fell to his knees and kissed the hands
which had helped his family so graciously.
Nicholas begged the man to tell no one about the free gift of gold. But Nicholas’ act of generosity became legend
and set him on the path of becoming the world’s most famous gift giver.
St. Nicholas is still giving gifts to those in need. Each year about this time, I am given a cash gift, with clear
instructions to give to someone in need. But I must never tell where that gift of cash comes from. This person follows
St Nicholas’ pattern: “Whatever you do for others, do it anonymously.”
These examples of gifts of unmerited favor stop me in the chaos of our secular Christmas
celebration. I stop and look at my life. Do I give to gain favor or status? Do I give because I feel I
must? Do I give from a heart of scarcity, or abundance? Do I give out of love?
For these reasons and more, let us remember and seek to emulate the life and example of St.
Nicholas. “For it is in the giving we receive.”

Rev. Keith Backhaus

The Labyrinth Path
This Labyrinth season there are two events planned for December. On Saturday, December 14th, there
will be an Advent Walk at 10:00 a.m. Please stop by if you wish to take a few medita ve moments during
the busy season. Someone will be on hand to answer ques ons. Please know that the labyrinth is always
open for walking and medita ng if this me does not suit your schedule. There are booklets in the
labyrinth stand at the beginning of the walk that oﬀer a history of the labyrinth, reasons to walk and
sugges ons for walking.
On Wednesday, December 18th, there will be a Lantern Walk on the labyrinth following the Blue Christmas
Service.
To celebrate the beginning of the New Year a Labyrinth Walk is scheduled for Wednesday, January 1st, any
me from 10 to Noon. This is an opportunity to welcome the New Year with medita on perhaps oﬀering
thanksgiving for the past year and reflec ng on hopes and plans for the New Year.
For more informa on, please call Jane Marcin (941‐492‐6800) or Beverly Polk (859‐421‐4424).

ST. MARK’S LION SOCIETY
Becoming a Member: Membership in the St. Mark’s Lion Society may occur by simply providing the church with a
Declaration of Intent (Available at the church office) indicating that you have designated St. Mark’s Episcopal Church as a
beneficiary in your will or estate plan. Membership may also be recognized with direct contribution of qualified personal assets to
the Church.
For more information or have any questions answered, please contact Mack Wilcox!
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Letter from Sandy

back door five days a week and heading straight for
the coffee pot. I will seriously miss lunch time
every day as the staff always gathers in the
conference room and has an informal and lively
lunch together--lots of laughs and a chance to
exchange ideas without the formality of an agenda.
Congeniality at its best
Thanks to Fr. Chris for sharing his version of our
time together. Here’s a shout-out to everyone who
listened and put all the loose confetti in their cards and gift
bags. It was a bitter-sweet clean-up, but Nick and I
enjoyed it together.
Debbie and Jackie compiled a book of recipes which I
will cherish and use. To each of you who contributed to
this classic, I will inform you when I use your particular
recipe…and the outcome. If you didn’t get to see it, know
that the recipe book is beautiful. Debbie did a great job of
organizing, typing, alphabetizing and cataloging to the
point of perfection. You are going to love working with
her. Having Debbie on board in the church office has put
my mind to rest and alleviated any guilt I had about
deserting you all.
Nick and I are staying in Venice. He’ll continue his
work at Capri Golf Course and I’ll be in my library catching
up on some long-overdue reading. If not in church on
Saturday night, perhaps we’ll run into you at Publix, YouFit
or another local haunt.

My dearest St. Mark’s Family,
It has been my pleasure to work with you
all over the past 22 years, 6 months and 8
days. I’ve made some great friends and I’ve
had a lot of fun. There were some
heartbreaks but with such a great family
surrounding me, they were surmountable. Thank
you for that. You have taught me much about what it
is to be part of a caring community.
What a wonderful send-off my retirement party
was! Special hugs to Debbie, Amanda and Jackie for
all their work in getting it organized. Thanks to
Barbara and Clover for their help with decorating.
Everything was perfect. Chefs Jim and Paul put out
another fantastic spread and Paul made my mom’s
(and Fr. Jim’s mom’s) special birthday-request cake:
Spice cake with brown sugar icing. No complaints
there!
The gifts and cards I received touched me greatly.
I will keep the cards and notes for a long time and reread them when I need a little boost. The laptop was
the perfect gift to keep me “in the loop”. The purse
was generous and, again, I was deeply moved.
Thanks to everyone who thought of me. Fr. Jim was
extremely kind with his comments and I truly
appreciated them. We have had a long haul and have
done pretty well as a team. I will miss coming in the

Hugs, kisses and blessings!

CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES
December 24th Christmas Eve Services
5:15 pm Carols
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist / Family Service with Pageant
7:30 pm Carols
8:00 pm Holy Eucharist with Choir
10:00 pm Carols
10:30 Holy Eucharist with Choir
December 25th Christmas Day Service
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
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Intergenerational Gingerbread House Building Project
Wednesday - December 4th
Join with fellow architects and builders of all ages as your creations come
to life in gingerbread and gum drops. Always a fun evening and the grand
creations are donated to a local nursing home to help decorate for the
holidays. Please remember to sign up for dinner.

Tree Trimming, Advent Lessons & Carols
Wednesday - December 11th
What a great way to celebrate the Christmas Season!
Trimming the angel tree at 5:15 pm, a fine dinner, then
celebrating with Advent Lessons and singing Carols.
Please do not forget to sign up for dinner.

Wednesday - December 18th
A service of remembrance and hope.
Following the 5:30 dinner, Join us in the church for a moving and
very special worship service. Dedicated to those who may be
experiencing a difficult time during the Christmas holidays.
As always, sign up for dinner.
Walk-ins welcome at the service. Bring a friend or neighbor.
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS FOR EVERYONE
December 1: Reverse Advent Bags are available. Join with us this year as we give back this Advent season to support
TWIG, a local organization that helps provide support for children in foster care. Reverse Advent bags come with
instructions on how to participate, a candle for you to light each day/night, and a devotional that will help you and your
family reflect each day of the Advent season through scripture, film, art, and music.
December 4: Our Inter-generational Gingerbread House Decorating Competition Night. Come out and join us for this
fun way to kick-off the advent season!
December 13-14th is the High School Youth Group's Advent Overnight and Adopt-A-Family shopping trip. If you
would like to learn more about this and how you can support this project, contact Jackie.
Watch the bulletin for news on the Children’s Pageant this year!

Family Promise Update
Thanks to all St. Mark’s
parishioners who donated to my
team for the Family Promise
Walk held in November. Total
monies raised were about
$68,000 (about $2,000 under
goal). The slight rain “dampened” the number
of walkers but they all participated with smiles
and determination.
Family Promise is currently hosting 2 moms
with 5 children. One family is on the verge of
leaving because the mom was recently hired in
a new job with a livable income. St. Mark’s is
committed to hosting for the dates of
December 30, January 1st and 3rd. If you have
not volunteered for Family Promise before, we
would love to have you join our wonderful list
of volunteers. Please call me at 941-460-6328
or 941-445-7349 if you can volunteer. Thank
you so very much.
Laurie Colombo, Family Promise
Volunteer/Coordinator St. Mark’s

—Jackie

BIG NEWS for DIVINE CONSIGN

Both locations are being combined and moving into a new
location at 212 Tamiami Trail in Venice! The new store
will be located only a couple of blocks from the current
Miami Avenue location. The target date for the move will be late
December or early January. Stay tuned for more details as they are
finalized. Extra volunteers will be needed to help pack and move!

St. Mark’s
Empty Nesters
Holiday Party with Caroling
For ages 50ish and up

Friday, December 13th
6:00 pm
At the home of Dave and Degen Sayer
633 West Venice Avenue, on the Island.
Bring an hors d’oeuvre & beverage to share.
This function will be limited to the first 50 who sign up. In fairness to others, sign up
only if you will be attending! Watch for the signup sheet to be posted November 30th,
only one signup sheet will be posted in the church narthex.

Christmas Flowers, Decorations and Poinsettias
In Thanksgiving for
In Memory of ඈඋ
PLEASE

PRINT LEGIBLY. THANK YOU.

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Submitted by: __________________________________________ Phone: ________________________
If you wish to make a donation to help offset the cost of Christmas flowers, please make check payable to St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church and note “Christmas Flowers” on memo line. Your gift, in any amount, helps to offset the cost of the
greenery and poinsettias. Deadline for submission is Friday, December 15.
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Hi everyone!
A warm welcome back to our parishioners returning from summer vacations.
This month is the first anniversary of my Parish Nurse Ministry at St. Mark’s. It has
been a true pleasure serving all of you. Recently I purchased a wall decoration from
our St. Mark’s Gift Shop which says it all, “Faith makes all things possible.” I have
felt the presence of God and his many blessing as this ministry has grown in the following ways:
 Our blood pressure screening on the 1st Sunday every month is successful. We now meet in Jackie’s office for





more accurate readings (behind the Choir room in the hallway of Gray Hall).
Nurse support is available through follow-up calls or home visits after hospitalization; also available during or after
Wednesday’s 9:30 Healing Service and evening dinners should you need to chat.
Nurse support is available for our Community Dinners and to assist with glucose monitoring as needed.
Updated educational material on various topics here in the newsletter and bulletin board in Gray Hall.
Meetings with clergy to get updates on parishioners who wish to have support from the Parish Nurse.

As the holidays are approaching we may reacquaint ourselves with these health reminders:
 Get your Flu Shot, unless you are allergic to eggs.
 Wash your hands frequently, including a vigorous hand wash after shopping, social events,
and direct contact with others. When you can’t wash your hands, do use an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer, which may prevent up to 99% of germs.
 Eat balanced meals, avoid excessive sweets and alcohol. Limit yourself to 1 or 2. Do not
skip meals, especially if you are diabetic.
 Get plenty of rest; a power nap is helpful sometimes.
 Drink plenty of water. Your goal should be 8 - 8oz glasses per day. If you feel weak, dizzy, or headachy you might
be dehydrated. If you can, take your blood pressure. If the systolic (top number) is lower that 90, seek medical
attention!
 Attend the Healing and Prayer service at 9:30 on Wednesdays. It is truly a refreshing service for prayer,
communion and meditation.

As an aside, remember you can get your blood pressure checked for free in Gray Hall on breakfast Sundays.
Hope to see you there!
Love & Prayers for a Happy, Healthy Christmas holiday.
Your Parish Nurse, MarleneVogt, RN, BSN

Note to the St. Mark’s Family:
Gree ngs! It has been six months since I last a ended church or church func ons with you. I filled in as supply
priest in May at Good Shepherd in Venice, and in June at St. James in Port Charlo e. Since July 1st, I have
been priest‐in‐charge at Good Shepherd while they have been looking for a new rector. During that me, I
was con nuing my full‐ me work at Tidewell Hospice. There are always unexpected twists and turns in this journey of faith.
Last week Good Shepherd extended to me a call to be their next rector, which I have accepted. I will begin my new ministry
there December 1st. Since arriving in Venice six years ago, Desiree and I have felt a part of the St. Mark’s family. We will miss
you; however we will most likely cross paths in the months and years ahead. May God bless each of you individually, and the St.
Mark’s family.

Father Joe Hudson
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
Please join us as we celebrate the season at our next ECW
meeting on Tuesday, December 3rd. We will begin at
10:30 a.m. in the church with the presentation of the Living
Nativity by the children of St. Mark’s Preschool. This is always
a big hit. The program will be followed by a brief meeting and
Holy Eucharist. A delicious lunch prepared by Chef Paul will
be served at noon ($6 donation is requested for lunch). Please
sign up on the PINK sheet in Gray Hall or the narthex.
The annual Angel Tree will be displayed on the
first Sunday of Advent outside of the Gift Shop
after the 8am and 10am services. This year we are
again participating with AdoptA-Family. The Gift Shop will have the specific information
about the adopted family. Both are great opportunities to give
anonymously like St. Nicholas and make Christmas special for
families in need. Please remember to stop by the Gift Shop for
more information and for great Christmas gifts for everyone!
And make plans now to join us on January 7th for our
Scholarship Luncheon beginning at noon in Gray Hall. Watch
for flyers that will contain more information. Ticket sales will
begin soon.
You are welcome to contact me with any questions!!

MARK’S MEN

Mark your calendar now for this informative
evening. Sign-up is required.
The speaker for Tuesday,
December 17th will be our
very own Rev. John Warfel.
Come and hear about a 1967
Panasonic portable black and
white TV!
Dinner will be prepared by Chef Jim ($10
donation is requested for dinner). Please sign
up on the BLUE sheet in Gray Hall or the
narthex.
Mark’s Men meet on the third Tuesday of the
month unless otherwise announced. Food is
ordered based on the number who sign up.
Please, if you sign up, show up. And if you
want to attend (and bring a friend!), please
remember to sign them up as well. Questions
or suggestions for this group can be addressed
to Fred Pardee.

Marilyn Fisher, ECW President
Holiday Cheer (when it isn’t)
Thanksgiving and Christmas can be difficult times for most of us. Preparing for the
holidays can take as much time and effort as a part time job.
If you grew up in an Ozzie and Harriet perfect family, and your life doesn’t match up now,
you can be quite sad, yearning for what no longer exists. If you grew up in a chaotic
family where the holidays were occasions to grit your teeth and suffer through it, the
memories of those times can bring you down.
The Publix ads of perfect holiday dinners are hard for most every gathering to measure up to. The
Norman Rockwell visions are especially hard for grieving individuals to cope with. Even if most everything
is working, there is the issue of the empty chair.
Changing some of the tradition really helps. Changing the seating plan, eating something different, or
eating somewhere different do help. Even though no one but a wet baby likes change, it is a good time to
do something you haven’t tried before. Try serving as a volunteer to serve dinner to those who would have
no dinner otherwise. Get out of town.
My first grieving Christmas, I called my travel agent and asked her to plan a cheap, three day trip for
us. That really worked. We will always remember those no longer celebrating with us, but the pain eases
and abates over time.
Ginger Pavloff
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Church located at:
508 Riviera Street Venice Florida 34285
Church office & mailing address:
513 Nassau St S Venice Florida 34285
Church Office: 941.488.7714
Preschool: 941.484.8707

Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector), John Lawrence
(Assis ng Priest), Judith Roberts (Assis ng
Priest), Len Brusso (Assis ng Priest), John Warfel
(Assis ng Priest), Keith Backhaus (Deacon),
Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
Vestry: Michael Knowlton (Sr. Warden) Johnna
Lillich (Jr. Warden), Carol Barbieri, Karen Dehne,
Tom Gaines, Debra Harris, Fred Pardee, Susan
Park, Ghyll Theurer (clerk), Hugh Steele, Kevin
White, Mack Wilcox, Adam Kendall (treasurer)
Church Staﬀ: Peter Madpak (Choirmaster &
Organist), Jackie Overton (Youth), Debbie
Pfender (Financial Secretary), Marlene Vogt, RN
BSN (Parish Nurse), Sandy Albanese (Parish
Admin.), Sue Ellen Findley (Admin. Asst.),
Carlo a Woolpert (Oﬃce Asst.), Amanda
Fronckowiak (Sexton), Jim Gietek (Asst. Sexton)

St. Mark’s Book Circle will meet on Tuesday,
December 17, discussing:

Out to Canaan
by Jan Karon, with
Charlotte Stafford as
facilitator.
The reading list for 2020
will be available at the
December meeting!
Join us just to listen in or to contribute to the
discussion. The Book Circle meets on the third
Tuesday at 10 a.m.in Gray Hall Picture Room.
Thank you to Cathie Tiemeyer for the years of
great leadership of St. Mark’s Book Circle!
Cathie will be stepping down as the leader and
Charlotte Stafford will be assuming the
leadership role.

….let your light shine before all....

