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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
“…where everybody knows your name, and they’re always glad you came…” the theme song to the perennial
favorite TV series, Cheers, was running around my brain as I attended two Diocesan gatherings over the past several
weeks. While almost any comparison is a stretch on many fronts, the song came to mind as I found a real sense of
camaraderie and homecoming-- that is, belonging-- as friends and colleagues met at the annual Clergy Retreat and the
Diocesan Convention. There is a sense of belonging in gathering. Belonging was also the subject matter explored at the
Clergy Retreat and some of the Convention workshops. Belonging is important to us all.
At the Clergy Retreat, congregational development consultant Mary Parmer shared ways to invite,
welcome and connect new visitors to our Episcopal churches. “Invite Welcome Connect” is a project out
of the Beecken Center, Sewanee School of Theology, University of the South. The project’s goal is to
lead clergy and laity to work together on inviting and welcoming newcomers to our churches and helping our entire
congregation strengthen connection to God and others. While it may seem obvious that we are to invite and welcome
people into church, even with the best of intentions churches may allow visitors to slip through the cracks, perhaps
leaving them feeling more isolated than when they walked through our doors! Inviting and welcoming is done best
intentionally and not left to chance. Hospitality is both a learned skill, and a gift we give. In her workshop, Mary
Parmer showed examples of churches succeeding at bringing newcomers into the doors, into community, and into
deeper relationship with God.
Helping people find their place and purpose within the Church community is not a task reserved for newcomers
only. Each one of us has a place and purpose here, no matter how much time we spend at St. Mark’s, or where else we
may worship. Especially during this, the Stewardship season, we are all asked to reflect on our giving of our time,
talent and treasure to further God’s Kingdom in the world. If “furthering God’s Kingdom” seems like lofty “churchspeak,” consider Henri Nouwen’s view on the Peaceable Kingdom:
"The marvelous vision of the peaceable Kingdom, in which all violence has been overcome and all
men, women, and children live in loving unity with nature, calls for its realization in our day-to-day
lives. Instead of being an escapist dream, it challenges us to anticipate what it promises. Every time we
forgive our neighbor, every time we make a child smile, every time we show compassion to a suffering
person, every time we arrange a bouquet of flowers, offer care to tame or wild animals, prevent
pollution, create beauty in our homes and gardens, and work for peace and justice among peoples and
nations, we are making the vision come true."
"We must remind one another constantly of the vision. Whenever it comes alive in us, we will find
new energy to live it out, right where we are. Instead of making us escape real life, this beautiful vision
gets us involved."
Your participation in worship, welcome of the visitor, greeting of a fellow parishioner, participation in a ministry,
and financial support of St. Mark’s also help make that vision come alive! When we work for the good in the world, in
ways big and small, we further God’s Kingdom and we draw closer to God’s very being. This is Christian discipleship.
NewsleƩer available on our website at www.stmarksvenice.org

...conƟnued top next page

(….continued from front page)
I ask you to consider your involvement here at St. Mark’s: Where do you find God as you participate in our community?
What gives you a sense of belonging? What might help you strengthen your connection with God and others?
You may try checking the bulletin or website for coming events you might participate in. Maybe consider attending
Wednesday morning Eucharist, or Bible Study. Perhaps you are called to explore a new ministry, or pick up one you had
laid down in another season of life. How do you give God your time, talent and treasure through St. Mark’s?
This is a Spirit-filled community that reaches out in many ways to bring this world closer to God’s beautiful vision.
Henri Nouwen shared, "Come home to God, and you will no longer feel like a stranger to yourself or the world." Come
home. Come join us in all the many ways we come together, and together let us worship the God who loves us and invites
us all to the table. You are welcome here! You belong!
In Christ’s Love,

Rev. Maggie
.

St. Mark’s 2019 November Food Drive
With our Stewardship theme of Shining Our Light, we have the opportunity to shine our light by helping those in our community
during our annual fall food drive, which benefits the local food pantries (All Faith’s Food Bank and South County Food Pantry).
On Saturday and Sunday, November 2 & 3 and November 9 & 10, we will be accep ng food dona ons from our members.
Now is a good me to start looking through your hurricane prepara on food supplies and consider dona ng some of them or
taking advantage of the “Buy One, Get One” oﬀers through many grocery stores. We will have containers in the narthex of the
church to place your dona ons each of the two Saturdays and Sundays noted. Last year, St. Mark’s had a very successful drive,
and we hope to match or surpass that again this year.
It is worth no ng that:
 12.8% of ci zens in Sarasota County live below the poverty level.
 Florida is one of four states with the highest child food insecurity rates.
 According to the Sarasota County Planning Services Division, one in every five children lives below
the poverty level, and that rate doubled from 12.5% in 2000 to 21.5% in 2010.
If you are willing to donate, here are a few ps to keep in mind:
 If possible, look for canned goods with pull tab opening tops.
 Be sure to provide items that have not reached or gone beyond the expira on dates, because they
cannot be accepted.
 Some current needs include white rice, dry beans,
Thank you for your considera on in helping those in need in our
spaghe sauce, peanut bu er, canned tuna or
community. Let’s shine the “light of Christ” by showing our supchicken meats, canned fruits and vegetables.
port and dona ng what we can to help others.
Many thanks for being part of our loving community!
St. Mark’s Mission & Outreach CommiƩee

ST. MARK’S LION SOCIETY
REWARDS OF MEMBERSHIP: All new Lion Society members will be honored at an annual
gathering of its membership and presented with a Lion’s Pin symbolizing their participation in this ministry.
Those wishing to do so will be recognized at the St. Mark’s Annual Church meeting when an update on
membership will be given to the congregation. Members and guests will be invited to periodic seminars and
special events offering information on planned giving and financial and estate planning topics.
For more information or to have any questions answered, please contact Mack Wilcox!
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Presented by the Social Jus ce Commi ee:
A BANQUET OF GRACE - An immersive dinner experience with music and
scripture. Jesus told several stories about banquets to help us be er
understand the “Kingdom of God” - to do jus ce, to love kindness, and
walk humbly with our God. Join us Wednesday, November 20, 2019
at 5:30 pm in Gray Hall.
Please sign up as usual on the green sheets in the narthex and Gray Hall.
Hi everyone!
The fall season kickoff with the first Sunday breakfast and blood pressure
screening went well. Many thanks to Jackie Overton, our youth minister, for
graciously loaning her office for our BP screenings. For those who don’t know,
her office is located across the hallway the choir room.
This month our topic is about the mind, body and spirit connection.
This means our well being comes from our physical health as well as our
mental, spiritual and emotional health. To be healthy we must pay attention to
all four aspects of nature as God created us. This wheel depicts each aspect.
With the holidays just around the corner, we can get easily stressed. What stresses you? A physical ailment with
a diagnosis of cancer? Diabetes? Financial issues? Seeking new employment? Watching the news on TV about the
violence in our world? Stresses of everyday life can affect your BP. Frequent headaches, abdominal pain and insomnia
are a few symptoms. Through recognition of our “stressors,” we can learn to modify and handle them in a positive
manner. Here are some suggestions to help maintain a healthy lifestyle:
1. Eat balanced meals, get regular medical checkups and keep vaccinations current (flu).
2. Prioritize sleep habits. That means getting 7 to 8 hours of sleep each night. Try relaxing, praying, or meditating
with soft music ½ hour before bedtime.
3. Avoid the negative. Do not internalize the stressors of others. Focus on positive ways to help the less fortunate.
4. Keep active. Move! Do yoga, walk on the beach, spend time at the gym, etc.
5. Focus on others. Volunteer, if able. Call or send cards to the sick. Stay in touch with friends.
6. For those who are facing a medical problem: pray, reflect on your blessings, seek support from clergy.
7. Destress to keep healthy. Attend the Wednesday morning Healing Service and other functions at the church such as
the concert series.
8. Please let me know should you need to chat.
Wishing you a blessed thanksgiving with your family and friends.
Your Parish Nurse, Marlene Vogt, RN, BSN

The Labyrinth Path
Fall is upon us and we are excited to welcome back our fellow parishioners! We are looking forward to a
labyrinth season of walks, workshops and perhaps a special event.
Our first walk with be the Annual Gra tude Walk the day a er Thanksgiving, Friday, November 29 from 10am
to 12pm. Friends and family are welcome to a end and instruc on will be available. This inten onal walk is
a wonderful way to reflect on our many blessings and give thanks.
As you may have no ced, our labyrinth has undergone a significant renova on this summer. The outline
pavers have been replaced with pavers of a darker color. This was done in response to comments from
parishioners and others that the path was diﬃcult to see and follow. The labyrinth is always open and all
are welcome to walk.
For more informa on, please call Jane Marcin (941-492-6800) or Beverly Polk (859-421-4424).
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To celebrate our successful
capital campaign project

]É|Ç âá yÉÜ tÇ
Organ Dedication Recital
on November 6th at 6:30
following the Wednesday dinner.

Peter A. Madpak, organist and
choirmaster, will present a
program of thunderous to
meditative organ repertoire.
Reception to follow in Gray Hall.

Following Wednesday dinner,

November 13, 2019
Friends of Music Concert Series Presents:

LIVE H YMNAL
From the website livehymnal.com:
“Live Hymnal’s mission is to amplify joy in the
hearts of God’s people, and to bring new
life to the music of His church. We love music
from all over the world and we blend genres
in our music with the aim to cross many
divides. Leading a congregation in singing
spiritual music is our greatest privilege.”
This will be a performance you definitely
do not want to miss!
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Christmas is just around the corner and we are star

ng to see Christmas
goodies and decora ons on the store shelves. That means that it will soon be me for
the Salva on Army’s Red Ke le Campaign. We are once again asking for volunteers to
“ring those bells” at the Publix on West Venice Avenue at Pinebrook Road.
Many of us enjoy our “bell ringing” me, and we invite everyone to help us this year.
If you were on the schedule last year, you are already on the list and we will be in touch soon. If you would
like to join us in this fun and very important ministry, please put your name and phone number on the list in
the narthex or Gray Hall and we will contact you. Thank you all for your help.
God’s Blessings, Bill Flack

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE
Family Promise churches are now hosting 3 families which include 3 moms and 5 children from 2 to
14 years old. The parents are working but need additional funding and a place to call home. As
many of you know, the last 2 families are now in rental homes and secure in their jobs. The children
are in day care and elementary school. They are happy and have been truly blessed.
St. Mark’s and all the other churches are having a problem filling volunteer hours. The periods from 5-8pm and the
overnights are in anxious need for volunteers. I had sent out an e-mail to our list and many wrote back that they will be
unable to assist in the future. We have dates coming up in December for which we are responsible. PLEASE call me or
e-mail me if you would like to be a part of this wonderful program.
The Family Promise Walk-A-Thon is November 9 at Venice Presbyterian
Church, 825 The Rialto at 9am. If you would like to walk, please contact
me. I will be at church Nov. 3 and if you would like to donate at that time,
I will be glad to collect !!!
Thank you all so much for keeping us in your prayers. Laurie Colombo, Coordinator

Preschool News

Last month you heard a snippet about St. Mark’s Preschool Auction- which will be on Saturday,
April 18, 2020! (be sure to save the date) Well before we share more about our new format, we are having a planning meeting on
Monday, November 11th, at 5pm to 6pm. We invite you to come hear some of our plans, share your ideas, and see what you
might like to be part of. We are seeking St. Mark’s parish friends to help in the following areas

 Putting together our gift baskets
 Marketing to the Venice community and to others who enjoy auctions and great food with
friends while helping St. Mark’s Preschool raise funds for school improvements






Gathering auction items
Create fun decorations for Gray Hall tables
Seek or bring a sponsor or two to support the event, and
Share your ideas and suggestions to make for a fun, interesting successful event!

Other newsWith the new school year underway we are enjoying new lessons plans, awesome books, being immersed in language and
literacy development, enjoying math, science, sensory experiences with lots of art, music and movement activities. Teachers
are making written observations on each child in their class, filling out ASQ’s (Ages and Stage Questionnaire Screenings),
assessing every child with various assessment tools (The Creative Curriculum, Florida Early Learning Standards),
implementing The Kindness Curriculum and other character development tools. Children’s spirituality is reverently and
happily growing and developing through Chapel once a month for 3-5 year olds with Rev. Maggie, Jackie and Peter. On
Friday children delight in Sacred Circle with hands-on bible stories and songs. Lots of prayers from around the world are said
at snack and lunch time as inclusiveness brings us close and builds peace. There is lots going on every day in the preschool
and afterschool care. Throughout all this activity is the sound of children talking, laughing and singing. Praise God for every
child, every family, every early childhood educator, for all our parish friends, supporters, clergy.

5

Donate, Consign,
Volunteer, Shop

Please save the date: Saturday, February 8, 2020,

Tickets are now available. For more informa on,
please call Clover Webster (941.375.8127) or Barbara
Willis (941-497-3949). Tickets will go quickly.

Mark’s Men
Upcoming dates

As our “winter” season begins many
people are moving in or out, needing
or getting rid of items from their
residences, or perhaps just
reorganizing. We thought this would be a good time to remind
you of a very important St. Mark's Ministry…DIVINE
CONSIGN!

What and Where Is DIVINE CONSIGN?

Mark your calendar now for these informative
evenings.
Sign-up required.

The speaker for Tuesday,
November 19 is Rick Rogala of
Sarasota. He is a U.S. Navy veteran
who served aboard the USS Pueblo
when it was illegally seized by North Korea on
January 23, 1968. The Pueblo was running an
electronic surveillance mission for the National
Security Agency in international waters some 14
miles off the North Korean coast when it came
under attack by gunboats and warplanes. He and his
81 other shipmates spent 11 months imprisoned by
the communist regime.

 Divine Consign is a ministry of St. Mark’s Church. The
proceeds from the sales of donated and consigned items
support the outreach mission of the church.
 There are two locations: 203 W Miami (on the Island of
Venice) with a great variety of items from clothing to
furniture and 170 James Street (off US 41 By-Pass) with
mainly furniture, mirrors and wall decor.

Where Do Items Come?

 Donations of reasonably current items in excellent
condition are welcome; however it is best to call ahead for
most convenient time. Stores receive 100% of the proceeds
and donors can claim the tax donations to a 501c3 entity.
 Consignments are taken at either location and the
consignors receive a percentage of the sale price. At the
Miami Avenue store consignments are taken by
appointments only on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday
mornings; please call 941-488-3219 for an appointment. At
the James Street store it is necessary to call in advance to
discuss your items; please call 941-485-3466.

Are volunteers needed?

And, looking further ahead, the speaker
for Tuesday, December 17 is one of
our own, the Rev. John Warfel.

 YES, YES, and YES - We love volunteers from St. Mark's
as well as from the Venice community at large! From one
morning to multiple days, options are flexible. For more
information or to sign up, please ask for a store manager by
phone or in person.

ECW News!

We hope these answers have helped - and that you support this
valuable Ministry of St. Mark’s when you DONATE,
CONSIGN and VOLUNTEER.

“By virtue of their baptism, all
women communicants of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
are members of Episcopal Church Women (ECW)”.
We hope that you will plan to join us for our next
meeting on Tuesday, November 5th. Holy Eucharist
in the church at 10:00 is followed by a special speaker
in Gray Hall at 11:00. This month’s speaker will be
Ali Walker with the National Cremation
and Burial Society. Her topic is “Planning
Your Last Chapter (End-of-Life
Arrangements in Advance)”. Lunch is
provided by Chef Paul at noon. A $6
donation is requested.
Marilyn Fisher, ECW President

OH - and remember to SHOP too! at Divine Consign for your
personal and household items, and GIFT items too!

A Thought for the Month…
From a Benedictine perspective: What is humility?
First, it is not humiliation; nor is it subservience, it does
not diminish a person, it is freedom. “Let there be no
doubt about it. Humility is peace. It grasps life lightly
and takes it as it comes.”
~ from the St. Benedict’s Toolbox—The Nuts
and Bolts of Everyday Benedictine Living.
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These dates are not available in
the online edition.

CALL FOR Vestry
nominations

program has been put on
hold until next year. When the program is
restarted we will let you know here in the
newsletter and in the bulletins.

Please submit nominations for Vestry to the
church office before December 2. Nominees
should, at a minimum:
 Attend St. Mark’s Church services regularly,
 Partake in Holy Communion,
 Be known to the treasurer,
 Be able to attend monthly vestry meetings.
 Have their membership letter at St. Mark’s
Also, vestry members should make every effort
to attend church functions such as Wednesday
night dinners, classes and programs. Election
will be held at the annual
meeting on Sunday, January
26, 2020.
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Church located at:
508 Riviera Street Venice Florida 34285
Church office & mailing address:
513 Nassau St S Venice Florida 34285
Church Office: 941.488.7714
Preschool: 941.484.8707
Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector), John Lawrence
(Assisting Priest), Judith Roberts (Assisting
Priest), Len Brusso (Assisting Priest), John
Warfel (Assisting Priest), Keith Backhaus
(Deacon), Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
Vestry: Michael Knowlton (Sr. Warden),
Johnna Lillich (Jr. Warden), Carol Barbieri,
Karen Dehne, Tom Gaines, Debra Harris,
Fred Pardee, Susan Park, Ghyll Theurer
(clerk) Hugh Steele, Kevin White, Mack
Wilcox, Adam Kendall (treasurer),
Church staff: Peter A. Madpak (Choirmaster
& Organist), Jackie Overton (Youth), Debbie
Pfender (Financial Secretary), Marlene Vogt,
RN, BSN (Parish Nurse), Sandy Albanese
(Parish Admin.), Sue Ellen Findley (Admin.
Asst.), Carlotta Woolpert (Office Asst.),
Amanda Fronckowiak (Sexton), Jim Gietek
(Assistant Sexton)

St. Mark’s Book
Circle will meet on
Tuesday,
November 19
when we discuss
Hillbilly Elegy by
J.D. Vance, with
Kathie Nicholson as
facilitator. 10:00
in the Picture
Room of Gray
Hall. Curious
about the Book
Circle? Drop-ins
welcome. Meets
third Tuesday of each month.

….let your light shine before all…

ce

es

YOUTH NEWS
Youth Group will be having their Monday afternoon Bible Study titled
"Rooted in Thankfulness and Growing in Grace." Together we will explore in
scripture how God calls us to respond to the different challenges in our lives
and how we can make a difference by approaching things with a spirit of thankfulness.
There will be NO Youth group on Wednesday, November 27th. We hope
you enjoy your holiday with your families!
Reverse Advent Calendars will available on December 1st. If you would like to
participate in this outreach project during the season of Advent, please grab a bag after
Sunday service with your instructions and devotionals.
Join us for Inter-generational Night on December 4th as we celebrate with
our Gingerbread House decorating contest, dinner at 5:30 and competition to
follow!

Join St. Mark’s for Thanksgiving Service and Dinner
Thursday, November 28th, 2019
10:00 am Holy Communion Service
2:00 pm Fellowship & Appetizers
3:00 pm Dinner

Sign-up on the yellow turkey sheets.
More information will follow in the bulletins.
Remember there will be no Wednesday night dinner served on November 27th.

THE 2019-2020 CONCERT SERIES SCHEDULE IS OUT!
If you don’t have it already, pick up a copy in the church, Gray Hall, church office or see it on our
website. Another great series brought to you by St. Mark’s Friends of Music, Organist/Choirmaster
Peter Madpak and St. Mark’s choir.
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Join us Saturday, November 16th at 2:00 pm to celebrate the retirement of Sondra Albanese.
Sandy has been our devoted Parish Administrator for many years and has served the parishioners faithfully.
The celebration will be a garden party with finger foods provided by Chef Paul and a champagne toast in honor of Sandy!
You can RSVP by calling the office @ 941.488.7714, emailing events@stmarksvenice.com;
or we have added a sign-up sheet in the narthex and Gray Hall.
Remember to turn in your favorite recipe for the “homemade with love” cookbook we are preparing for her.
Blank recipe sheets are available on the bulletin board in Gray Hall.
You are welcome to turn in more that 1 recipe.
In thanksgiving for Sandy’s years of dedicated service we will be collecting a purse.
If you would like to contribute, please make checks payable to St. Mark’s with the memo: Sandy’s Retirement!

Become a Social Justice Partner
Since last spring over 50 St. Mark’s parishioners have become Social
Justice Partners and now receive updates on programs, invitations to
special events, special readings; and they pledge to help the Social
Justice Committee confront many of the injustices that face our nation
and our world, like racism, violence, sexism, hunger and
poverty. These concerns were central to Jesus’ ethic.
“He has showed you O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to
do justice, and to love kindness, and walk humbly with your God”. Micah 6:8
If you would like to become a ‘partner’ with the Social Justice Committee and receive
updates, send an email to stevecarol452@verizon.net or speak with Steve or Carol
Prichard, Co-Chairs of the Social Justice Committee.
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