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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Last week as I was taking a walk one morning, I noticed something a little different—the temperature was considerably
cooler than normal and the humidity was low. To say I was shocked a little bit that the weather was so pleasant and comfortable would be an understatement. I think at some level I had forgotten what fall in Florida feels like when October
rolls around. And even though this nice weather might only be temporary, it reminded me of what’s ahead weatherwise and one of the reasons we all live here and why fall in Florida seems like a little bit of paradise.
It also reminded me of something else too that with October arriving many things will be changing besides the weather:
our extended church family from “up north” will be returning, our fall programs and ministries will be in full swing
again, and our special emphasis on stewardship will be upon us—that special time when we remember and turn our attention toward God’s abundance and the many blessings we receive as a result of that abundance.
This year our theme for stewardship emphasis is Shining Our Light. It is the same one that is being used my many churches throughout the greater Episcopal Church community. It serves to let us share with a nationwide theme of bringing
God’s love and light into the world though each of us. It allows us to further be about God’s work in the world by what
we do, how we live out our beliefs and the manifestation of both through the “light of Christ” that flows through us. Or
to put it another way, shining our light into the world is what the gospel is all about and should be how we view our own
personal stewardship relationship with God. Giving, sharing and shining a light into the darkness is how Jesus defined
love.
On Monday, October 28, we will get to see and hear first-hand how our light has been shining in a community that
needs a little extra light shining in it—through the relationship of love, respect and connectedness our youth have
brought to it in their mission trips to the Dominion Republic. Our youth are truly a reflection of God’s light. Our congregation’s support through the time, talent and treasures of many make this possible and serve as the light of Christ
shining gloriously. Through shining our light in God’s world, lives have been changed, love has been shared, and the gospel has come alive. I hope you have the opportunity to come to the stewardship dinner and hear our stewardship speaker
this year, Melanie Fitzsimmons, Director and Administrator for Futuro Lleno de Esperanza, Cienfuegos school in the
Dominion Republic, as she shares how she has seen God’s light shine in her school and community. I suspect your soul
will be joyously uplifted by Melanie’s talk.
The school is only one part of the Shining Our Light in the world though that St. Mark’s has done. For instance, we touch
many lives and many communities of need through our multitude of ministries like our Community Dinners, BackPack
Program, Sack Lunch Program, Family Promise, Sarasota United for Responsibility and Equity, CropWalk, the Lighthouse of Manasota for the blind and visually impaired and our annual “food drives” that help support local food pantries
and All Faith’s Food Bank. And that’s to say nothing, of the many ways St. Mark’s parishioners shine light into the darkness of people’s lives pastorally who are suffering from grief, despair, loneliness, abuse, discrimination or loss of any
type. And all because of being good stewards of God’s love and sharing the abundance of that love and blessings with
those who need it the most. Lives are truly changed as God’s love has become known and experienced by those we
touch or help in some way.
Newsletter available on our website at www.stmarksvenice.org
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During this time of our Stewardship Season, I hope each of us can look to the abundance of God’s blessings in our life instead of the lack of what we may not have. I hope we can take a moment and look to how we are blessed each day by God
and then look how we can share those blessings with others around us through our time, our talents and our treasures. I
hope we can enter into that spirit of abundance that allowed the widow of Zarephath to share her last handful of meal
with Elijah and allowed Peter and John to say to the beggar on the temple steps who asked them for alms that, “I have no
silver or gold, but what I have I give you.”
The spirit of God’s love and blessings are truly in the sharing and the giving of what we are constantly given by God. If
we will share those gifts and blessings from our spirit of abundance, there will be no scarcity of blessings in God’s kingdom here on earth and God’s light will shine everywhere because it shines within us.
In Christ’s Love,

Jim+
.

Meet our Stewardship 2020 speaker Melanie Fitzsimmons
Melanie was born and raised in Philadelphia where she was given the opportunity to
participate in community building, volunteerism and faith-based leadership. After
attending college at North Park University in Chicago, she joined the Young Adult
Service Corps of the Episcopal Church and was sent to the Dominican Republic to
live and work in educational ministry. After her service year, she returned to the DR
and has been involved in a number of educational projects through USAID,
UNESCO, World Vision and more. In 2011, she and her partners launched Futuro
Lleno de Esperanza Foundation - a faith-based non-governmental organization
(NGO) working to improve communities by investing in their spiritual and academic
formation. The foundation has grown by leaps and bounds, and Melanie serves as the
academic director for all 24 sponsored learning centers. She serves as the general
administrator of Futuro Lleno de Esperanza, Cienfuegos. Melanie is a part-time professor at the Pontificia Universidad Catolica Madre y Maestra. She loves the beach, spending time with friends, hosting service learning
groups and talking about saving the world. Melanie is married to Amalio and together they have three children .
Stewardship kickoff dinner is Monday, October 28. Join us for wine & cheese social at 6, dinner at 6:30 followed by Melanie’s
presentation in the church. Invitations are in the mail. Reply forms are also in the Sunday bulletin. Please let the church
office staff know if you plan to attend.

ST. MARK’S LION SOCIETY
VISION: Gifts to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church are acts of hope for the future of the Parish.
With God’s Grace and our parishioner’s generosity, St. Mark’s will be well equipped to serve our
community for future generations. Contact Mack Wilcox for more information or to get your
questions answered.
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program begins Thursday, October 17 at noon in Gray Hall Picture Room.
Currently scheduled for the 3rd Thursday of each month, everyone is invited. We will have a different topic
or speaker for each gathering. Topics and/or speakers will be announced on a monthly basis a
couple of weeks before the gathering. Check Sunday bulletins and website for upcoming
subject matter. Topics and speakers will cover myriad subjects ranging from current events,
current social justice issues, theological questions to doctrines of the Episcopal Church. Bring
your lunch (brown bag). Coffee, tea and water provided. No sign up nor commitment
necessary—just come and experience this spiritual journey and time together.
Hi Everyone!
This month’s topic is to provide information to those parishioners unaware of the Elite Plus USB Medical Alert ID Bracelet. This medical bracelet is a great tool in providing emergency responders (EMS) with
critical information needed to enhance lifesaving care. A proper assessment in an emergency begins with vital
knowledge of your medical condition, medications, allergies, emergency contacts, etc. There may be a situation when you are unable to recall or communicate your vital information to EMS or others.
The Elite Plus USB Medical Alert ID Bracelet offers the following features:
Form as well as function in an affordable piece of ID jewelry
Security. It meets HIPPA compliance.
Saves all vital information to carry with you on a custom-engraved recognizable piece of
Medical ID.
It is waterproof, has 2GB USB, is easy to update, has adjustable wrist band and comes with a 24month warranty. Fashion-conscious can order in blue, pink, purple or black.
If interested call 800.319.0199 for next day shipment. They are reasonably priced based on the market for
similar items.
The bracelet comes with a medical card which includes medical conditions such as heart disease, pacemaker, automatic internal defibrillator, diabetes and critical info such as name, address, blood type, organ donor
preferences, emergency contacts, advance directives such as ‘do not resuscitate”’ (DNR), and more.
As previously stressed, in an emergency call 911. Even if you just think you might be having a heart attack, stroke or are experiencing drastically high or low blood sugar call 911, as time is critical in assessing
what emergency care measures are needed. A medical ID bracelet to aid 911 responders may be worth considering as part of your health care plan.
As always, I am available to chat and discuss this with you if you are looking for more information. I look
forward to seeing you all soon!
Love and prayers for a healthy fall season.
Your Parish Nurse, Marlene Vogt, RN, BSN

Helping Hands and Caring Hearts is in need of folks with the desire to help
those in our parish family who require a small amount of assistance. This may be in the
form of providing a ride, running a brief errand or some other small investment of time. No long-term commitments need be made and requests to volunteers will always be made with respect to their availability
and capability. Contact Sally & Bill Flack to sign up. A current Safeguarding Certificate is required...along
with, of course, a valid Florida Driver’s License. The Safeguarding course can be taken online at your leisure. A class is also being offered at the convention in Punta Gorda. Contact the church office for details on
both.
If you would like to volunteer contact bill@flackbroadcasting.com or call 941.486.3694
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PRESCHOOL SILENT AUCTION
Recently, Keith Backhaus, a Deacon at St. Mark’s
Church, presented me with a gift from the Prayer Shawl
Knitters at St. Mark’s Church. I can’t thank you enough
for this shawl and also the Prayer of Comfort that was
enclosed in the greeting card. I have had a number of
health problems lately and this prayer and shawl couldn’t
have come at a better time. Blessings of God be with all
of you who participate in this ministry. Thank you!

April 18, 2020
The preschool plans to do something
really different this year with regard to
the annual silent auction. Mark the
date on your calendar and wait for the
mystery to unfold!

Dorothy R. Brown

Coming to St. Mark’s
Wednesday, October 23

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 6, 4 p.m., Memorial Garden



Dr. Chris Cortman, Venice psychologist
and author of three books on healing, Your
Mind: An Owner’s Manual For A Better Life, Take
Control Of Your Anxiety and Keep Pain In The
Past, will be our guest speaker for the evening. Dr. Cortman will be addressing the topic
of “Dealing with anxiety in an anxious world
filled with mass
shootings, political and social
unrest and increasing natural
disasters—like
Category 5 hurricanes.”
Please sign up if
you plan to attend the dinner.

Diocesan Convention is October 1112. Please keep the dedicated participants—especially our clergy and
our delegates—in your prayers. 
Trunk or Treat will be held in St. Mark’s Preschool Parking lot,
508 Riviera Street, on the Island of Venice
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The Rt. Rev. Dabney Smith will be celebrating and preaching at St.
Mark’s on Sunday, October 6. Those wishing to be confirmed or received
into the church at that time should contact church office staff now.
941.488.7714.
Join us on Sunday, October 6 for this special occasion
followed by our first monthly Parish Breakfast in
Gray Hall.
All Saints' Day Celebrated Sunday, November 3, 2019
Submit names of deceased loved ones to be remembered. Deadline: Monday, October 28

Please PRINT clearly.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Submitted by: ________________________________Phone number (Required): __________________

Drop in offering plate or otherwise get to the church office by October 29.
If you would like to make a donation to our Altar Flower fund, please make check payable to St. Mark’s and
note altar flowers on the memo line.
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“I’m morally opposed to pledging.” This allows you to stake out the moral high ground. And, after all, shouldn’t the
church live up to its name as a community of “faith” and take it on faith that there will be enough money to pay for the heating
bills this winter?
2 “The disciples didn’t pledge. Why should I?” True. Plus this statement demonstrates your expansive knowledge of
Scripture. Never mind that they gave their entire lives over to Jesus—they never actually filled out a pledge card.
3 “I don’t attend church very often.” Only Christmas and Easter. Oh, and every family baptism, wedding and funeral. You
may not be there when the church needs you but, boy, that church better be there when you need it.
4 “It can’t cost that much to run a church. Just bread, wine and a priest, right?” Make sure to tell the priest you assume he or she took a vow of poverty upon ordination. And that if your priest actually wanted a lifestyle that included a working
boiler in the rectory, they should have become a hedge fund manager instead.
5 “You’d just waste my money on candles. Or give it away.” Accuse the church of spending too much on frivolous things
like feeding programs.
6 “I don’t trust the treasurer —shifty eyes.” It’s always good if you can blame others as the reason for not pledging. Some
popular ones include “I don’t like the rector’s sermons” and “The senior warden avoided me at coffee hour.”
7 “I prefer to give my talent rather than my treasure.” Who cares if your real “talent” is avoiding contributing to the life of
the community.
8 “I give when I can.” In other words, you drop two single dollar bills in the plate (rigorously folded to look like an $11 bill) on
the one Sunday a month you happen to show up.
9 “I can’t tell the future. The stock market might crash.” It’s possible. Then again, why go to the grocery store? You
might start a hunger strike next week.
10 “What if letting go of the fear of pledging makes me generous in every aspect of life and brings me unexpected
joy and abundant blessings?” Sorry. I can’t help you with that one.
The Rev. Tim Schenck, Rector, Episcopal Parish of St. John the Evangelist in Hingham, Mass. Taken from the Episcopal Network for Stewardship
(TENS) website. Follow Rev. Schenck on his blog Clergy Family Confidential: Finding God in Domestic Chaos.
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Fall Christian Education Classes
Wednesdays, September 25-October 16
Sign up for the 5:30 dinner
Classes at 6:30 are all walk-in

Mark’s Men Impressive
Fall/winter Lineup

SACRED GROUND

Mark your calendar now for these
informative evenings.
Signup required.
For the opening meeting on
Tuesday, October 15, all
members of the parish are invited for both the dinner and
the presentation. Our speaker is Allen Speer, Chief
Executive Officer of Agape
Flights of Venice. Agape Flights is a 40-year-old Christian missionary organization. Its mission is to provide
excellent aviation service delivering cargo, mail, and
humanitarian aid to missionary partners serving Christ,
carrying hope to the nations of the Caribbean. Your
host for this evening will be Tom Gaines.
Unless otherwise announced
the remaining meetings of the
Mark’s Men are for the men
of the parish.
The speaker for Tuesday,
November 19 is Rick Rogala of Sarasota. He is a U.S.
Navy veteran who served aboard the USS Pueblo when
it was illegally seized by North Korea on January 23,
968. The Pueblo was running an electronic surveillance
mission for the National Security Agency in international waters some 14 miles off the North Korean coast
when it came under attack by gunboats and warplanes. He and his 81 other shipmates spent 11 months
imprisoned by the communist regime.
And, looking further ahead, the
speaker for Tuesday, December
17 is one of our own, the Rev. John
Warfel.
First Parish Breakfast of the
new season is Sunday,
October 6! Come hungry.
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As an option for our Christian Education program this fall, St. Mark’s Social Justice Committee will present an introduction to the filmbased dialogue series on race and faith: Sacred
Ground. This excellent series was created by the
Episcopal Church for congregations wishing to
explore The Way of Love.
With Rev. John Warfel
HOLY LISTENING AND CONVERSATIONS
OF GRACE

Through a series of vignettes and short talks
by four current theologians, Barbara Brown
Taylor, Richard Rohr, Parker Palmer and
Brene Brown, we will explore and discuss
how grace is seen and occurs in our daily
lives. Subject matters and areas of discussion
will include: The Importance of Connectedness
— Embracing the Other; Who’s Saving My Life;
Love Made Flesh; The Universal Christ; Compassion as a Way of Life; and Dealing with Shame
and Vulnerability.
With Rev. Jim Puryear

JONAH
This fall Rev. Maggie will lead a study of the
Book of the Prophet Jonah. If all that comes to
your mind about Jonah is a “big fish story,”
consider coming to join
us as we explore this
selection of Scripture.
The Book of Jonah is
really quite small, but it
delivers a powerful
message. There is more
to it than the fantastic
story of a man swallowed by a fish! In it we’ll
find corrupt cities, petulant prophets and animals in ashes. See how it all fits together in this
story of God’s unrelenting love!
With Rev. Maggie Sullivan

THESE DATES
ARE NOT
AVAILABLE IN
THE ONLINE
EDITION

THESE DATES
ARE NOT
AVAILABLE IN
THE ONLINE
EDITION

Follow us on our website to stay current with what’s
happening in the church community. Your
comments and suggestions are solicited!
www.stmarksvenice.org

Check out our Facebook page and give us a “like.”

ECW is up and running!
Marilyn Fisher, President of the Episcopal
Church Women of St. Mark’s, announces the
first meeting of the new year will be Tuesday,
October 1. Join them in the church at 10
a.m. for Holy Eucharist. Program details
will be announced in the Sunday bulletin.
Chef Paul will provide lunch at noon in Gray
Hall. A $6 donation is asked.
Congratulations to Marilyn Fisher for her
role as the President of St. Mark’s ECW!
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….my cup runneth over...

The Dioceses of Southwest Florida presents

St. Mark’s Book
Circle will meet on
Tuesday, October
15 when we discuss
Girl with Seven Names
by Hyconseo Lee,
with Charlotte Stafford as facilitator.
10:00 in the Picture
Room of Gray Hall.
Curious about the
Book Circle? Dropins welcome.
Meets third Tuesday
of each month.

SACRED GROUND
Racial Reconciliation Series 2019
A film-based dialogue series on
Race & Faith with series developer
Katrina Browne, a lifelong Episcopalian dedicated to racial justice and healing.

November 16, 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
A sensitive, prayerful resource that creates
space for difficult but respectful and transformative dialogue on race and racism.
To register visit
DAYSPRINGFLA.ORG/EVENTS
or call 941.556.0315
$10 donation asked for the lunch.

Becoming Beloved Community

