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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
At the last General Convention, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry introduced something he called the Way of
Love—a journey with Jesus for life. He framed this walk of love by stating that if people would commit to a set
of seven core practices—Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, Rest, that as a worshipping community and individuals, they would naturally grow more like Jesus and bear his redeeming love in the world as a result. He stated
that if people would take some time exploring these practices and return to the ancient pathways and Rules of
Life that followers of Jesus observed for centuries, then it could lead to living a more Jesus-centered life and
help bring a similar unselfish, hope-filled way of love that Jesus embodied in the world. Bishop Curry asked
that all Episcopal Churches and their members strongly consider “taking this walk”—this Way of Love together
to see where it might lead them and how they and the world might be changed because of it. And that’s exactly
what I propose we do here at St. Mark’s beginning this summer.
As most of you remember, last year at this time we embarked on a brief walk of love of our own with our Kindness Campaign. It had a wonderful effect on many people in this worshipping community as we attempted to be
intentional about being kind to each other and people we encountered. This was accomplished through daily
prayer and reflection and simple acts of kindness performed during the day. But now, as it is said often in
sporting circles, we need to “step up our game” a bit. We need to consider the Way of Love as a daily practice
and see if lives, our own included, can be transformed in the process. So how might we do this at St. Mark’s?
The following information from the Episcopal Church may be helpful in understanding what’s involved with the
“walk of love” and what each of us can do to be part of a more intentional Rule of Life and our journey with Jesus.
First, TURN: Pause, listen and choose to follow Jesus. Like the disciples, we too are called by Jesus to
follow the Way of Love. With God’s help, we can turn from the powers of hatred, fear, injustice, and oppression toward the way of truth, love, hope, justice and freedom. In turning, we reorient our lives to Jesus
Christ, falling in love again, again, and again. Then we discern what practices help us do this and how we can
incorporate these practices into our rhythm of life.
Second, LEARN: Reflect on Scripture each day, especially on Jesus’ life and teachings. By reading
and reflecting on Scripture, especially the life and teachings of Jesus, we draw near to God, and God’s word
dwells in us. When we open our minds and hearts to Scripture, we learn to see God’s story and God’s activity
in everyday life. As we do this—reflecting on Scripture and what we have read—it allows us to discern what is
most useful for us for our day.
Third, PRAY: Dwell intentionally with God daily. Jesus teaches us to come before God with humble
hearts, boldly offering our thanksgivings and concerns to God or simply listening for God’s voice in our lives
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and in the world. Whether in thought, word ,or deed, individually or corporately, when we pray we invite and
dwell in God’s loving presence. We then discern what intentional prayer practices work best for us and center
us in God’s presence, so we can hear, speak, or simply dwell with God.
Fourth, WORSHIP: Gather in community weekly to thank, praise, and dwell with God. When we
worship, we gather with others before God. We hear the Good News of Jesus Christ, give thanks, confess, and
offer the brokenness of the world to God. As we break bread, our eyes are opened to the presence of Christ. By
the power of the Holy Spirit, we are made one body, the body of Christ sent forth to live the Way of Love.
Through this practice we discern what communal worship speaks to us deeply and moves us to encounter God
more fully as a result.
Fifth, BLESS: Share faith and unselfishly give and serve. Jesus called his disciples to give, forgive, teach,
and heal in his name. We are empowered by the Spirit to bless everyone we meet, practicing generosity and
compassion and proclaiming the Good News of God in Christ with hopeful words and selfless actions. We can
share our stories of blessing and invite others to the Way of Love. Then we discern what ways the Spirit is calling us to bless others daily.
Sixth, GO: Cross boundaries, listen deeply and live like Jesus. As Jesus went to the highways and byways, he sends us beyond our circles and comfort, to bear witness to the love, justice and truth of God with our
lips and with our lives. We go to listen with humility and to join God in healing a hurting world. We go to become Beloved Community, a people reconciled in love with God and one another. We will then build into our
life a commitment to cross boundaries, listen carefully, and take part in healing and reconciling what is broken in
this world. Our vision then for our worshipping community becomes a welcoming, affirming and inclusive
community, and as our Baptismal Covenant states, “striving for justice and peace among all people, and respecting the dignity of every human being” regardless of race, culture, religious beliefs, or whether someone is old or
young, male or female, gay or straight, single, married, widowed or divorced, conservative, moderate or liberal.
With discernment, we will journey together in service, love and acceptance because everyone is welcomed as
one loved by God.
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THANKSGIVING IN JULY—FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
Last year we became aware that our local food pantries run low on food supplies because donaons drop oﬀ signiﬁcantly during the summer months. We would like to help out by designa ng a
couple of Sundays in July for our parishioners to make a special eﬀort to drop oﬀ needed food
items. On the weekends of July 13/14 and July 20/21 please bring whatever food dona ons you
are able to supply and drop them oﬀ in the narthex. Items to avoid: glass, damaged or open containers, and items beyond their expira on date. These will not be accepted at the pantries.
Canned items with pull-tab tops are preferred.
Here are some items to consider: Peanut bu0er, jelly, canned tuna,
canned chicken or salmon, rice and/or beans of all types, shelf-stable
milk (such as powdered or canned milk), packaged or canned fruit,
fruit drinks, canned vegetables, cereal, pasta, granola bars, shelf-stable
canned meat snacks, soups and stew.
Thank you for your considera on and willingness to help those in need
in our community.
—Johnna Lillich

2

Hi everyone!!

I hope you are having a wonderful summer and enjoying all
the great activities Florida as to offer. Whether it be hiking in the wood, biking on
the Legacy Trail or camping/birding at Myakka State Park, we need to be aware of
ticks which may be carrying Lyme disease. Symptoms of Lyme disease may include:
one-third of all infected develop eruthema migrans or bullseye rash. Other possible
symptoms include low-grade fever or more advanced bacterial infection with high
fever, flu-like symptoms, headaches, stiff neck, Bell’s palsy, confusion and memory
loss and blurry vision to name a few.
Lyme disease can be prevented by the following measures:
Check yourself, your children and pets, especially after hiking in the woods, remembering that ticks can
travel from one body to another.
Avoid wooded bushy areas with high grass or leaf litter.
Walking on Legacy Trail? Please stay in center of trail.
Use tick repellent such as DEET-20-30% on exposed skin.
Tuck your pants into hiking boots to avoid exposure. Ticks are easier to see on light colored clothing.
If you find a tick on yourself, here are some suggestions on how to remove it:
Use fine tipped tweezers to grasp the tick close to skin surface. Pull outward slowly with steady even
pressure. Don’t twist or jerk the tick. That can cause mouth parts to break off and remain under skin.
After removing the tick, clean the bite with rubbing alcohol.
Dispose of live tick by submersing in alcohol. Flush down the toilet.
Never crush tick with your fingers.
You may use a hot match (not lighted) but NOT NAIL POLISH REMOVER OR GASOLINE. Such
materials can cause the tick to release toxins under skin.
A display showing ticks and more information is posted in Gray Hall.
Best wishes for a Happy, Safe and Healthy Summer!! God Bless.
Your Parish Nurse, Marlene Vogt
References: “Healing Lyme” by Stephen Harrod Buhner. The Lyme Solu on by Darin Ingels, ND, FAAEM.
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hop the St. Mark’s Gift Shop for the perfect hostess
gift or gift for the new mom. We have beautiful quilts for the
baby. And we also have gorgeous placemat/napkin sets for the
new mom or that hard-to-buy-for relative. Purchases are tax
exempt! Gift Shop is open during Sunday service hours and during some special events in Gray Hall.
It’s not too early to mark your calendar for the next Valentine
Dinner Dance. You can put your name on the waitlist for tickets as they will go fast once available. Date: Saturday, February
8. See Clover Webster if you are interested.

♥
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Fred Pardee, the convener
of Mark’s Men, is seek‐
ing your help with plan‐
ning the upcoming season
by asking:
1. What about the past
season’s programs did you
like or dislike?
2 What suggestions do
you have for the coming season’s speakers or
program topics?
Please contact Fred with your comments by email at
pardeefw@vail.net, or by phone at 941‐966‐8270.
Thanks …

Fred

Debbie says….

From Children’s Letters to God, by Eric Marshall
and Stuart Hample, originally published by Simon &
Schuster, Inc., 1966

Thanks to everyone for
the words of encouragement on my new
position here at St.
Mark’s. Making a
change in employment,
especially when you have
been with a company for
a long time, is never
easy. But with all the
love and support from Debbie Pfender, Financial Secretary
my wonderful church
family and great new co-workers, this transition
has been very smooth.
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Seventh, REST: Receive the gift of God’s grace, peace, and restoration. From the beginning of creation,
God has established the sacred pattern of going and returning, labor and rest. Especially today, God invites us to
dedicate time for restoration and wholeness—within our bodies, minds, and souls, and within our communities
and institutions. By resting we place our trust in God, the primary actor who brings all things to their fullness.
We then can discern and ask ourselves how we will honor this practice and observe rest and renewal on a regular
basis.
The Way of Love is a way of life. It is more than a program or curriculum, it is an intentional commitment to a
set of practices and following Jesus. Episcopalians around the world are using the Way of Love in a way that fits
their communities—as will St. Mark’s. The practices will be our foundation, coloring our Adult Education offerings next season and other avenues that await us for growth and study. The question obviously for us becomes:
How will we engage these practices in our Rule of Life and how will we use our gifts, talents and calling in following Jesus and a Way of Love. Let your imagination lead you in engaging God deeper. It is what Jesus did.
In Christ’s love,
Jim+

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE
Our week of hosting three families from our Family Promise program is over. The four
children (ages 10, 4, 18 months and 5 months) were a delight. It is humbling to hear
their stories and how unforeseen circumstances have brought them to Family Promise in
need of housing and jobs. They all had a beautiful spirit of optimism, hope and fierce love of their children. I
thank all those who prepared such great dinners for them. Many leftovers were used for lunches the next day.
Saturday night was capped off by a sweet concert, given by 10-year-old ”Sam” [Samantha] who sang five songs
for our enjoyment. A special thanks to Grace Mahoney, Marci Riesz, my dear husband, Ed who stayed for the
overnights, and the crew that put up and took down all the beds, etc. May God bless these loving families so
that they may find fulfillment in working to support their families and happiness in their daily lives. Please pray
for them. Thank you all!
Laurie Colombo Coordinator

each other and making new
friends!

Summer Fun in the heat
and rain keeps on goin’ on at
St. Mark’s Preschool and Summer Camp!

Do you have a special hobby,
craft or talent? We’d love for
you to spend an hour sharing
with our camp kids.

Little preschoolers are transitioning to the “big kid” classes
while new children begin their
journey with us.

Contact the preschool:
Barbara, Betty or JoAnne

We are seeking board games for
elementary school-age kids while having a blast with
air hockey, Wii, lots of arts n’ crafts, looking out for

941.484.8707
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Birthdays

Anniversaries

These dates are not available in
the online edition.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10
Join us for Red, WHITE & Blues as our own choir
member, Jennifer Hamlin, sings jazzier songs of the season,
accompanied by Mike Petro on guitar.
Proposed menu: Hot dogs, hamburgers, all the ﬁxin’s and
ice cream bar dessert! Please sign up.
___________

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7
Join us for a special evening with our Mission and Outreach
team as we work on a local project and learn more about
how our eﬀorts impact the immediate community around us.
Proposed menu: Fish Fry with all the usual accompaniments , PLUS… banana pudding for dessert! Please sign up.
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Birthdays

Anniversaries

These dates are not available in
the online edition.

Please contact the church staff if
you change your mailing address,
email, phone number, emergency
contacts, etc. This will keep mail
flowing and help church office
processes operate more smoothly.

☺
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
513 NASSAU STREET SOUTH
VENICE FL 34285-2816
church located at: 508 Riviera Street
941.488.7714
church fax: 941.484.0596
preschool: 941.484.8707
Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector), John Lawrence
(Assisting Priest), Judith Roberts (Assisting
Priest), Len Brusso (Assisting Priest), John
Warfel (Assisting Priest), Keith Backhaus
(Deacon), Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
Vestry: Michael Knowlton (Sr. Warden),
Johnna Lillich (Jr. Warden), Carol Barbieri,
Karen Dehne, Tom Gaines, Debra Harris,
Fred Pardee, Susan Park, Ghyll Theurer
(clerk) Hugh Steele, Kevin White, Mack
Wilcox, Adam Kendall (treasurer),
Church staff: Peter A. Madpak (Choirmaster
& Organist), Jackie Overton (Youth), Debbie
Pfender (Financial Secretary), Marlene Vogt,
RN, BSN (Parish Nurse), Sandy Albanese
(Parish Admin.), Sue Ellen Findley (Admin.
Asst.), Carlotta Woolpert (Office Asst.),
Amanda Fronckowiak (Sexton), Jim Gietek
(Assistant Sexton)

St. Mark’s Book Circle is on vacation for the
summer. Keep reading and we’ll see in you in
September when we discuss Small Great Things
by Jodi Picoult, with Judy Tallet as facilitator.

….my cup runneth over...

