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On Youth Sunday this year, our senior, Jason Flack, shared his faith story with the congregation.
He preached on the power of community, of being invited in, of being searched for by God. He talked
about the relationships he made along his journey and set out a call for all to love one another as God loves
us. People like to say that things “slow down” in the church during the summer. For our young people this
is the exact opposite as they are packing their bags and preparing for new adventures and new ways to experience and to share God’s love in the world.
In the beginning of June, 8 of our elementary school youth will be headed off to summer camp for
the first time. They will be traveling together for 4 days of overnight camp. For some that is the longest
they have ever been away from home. They will be building relationships with each other and with the
new friends they will meet. They will experience vulnerability as they learn what it’s like to live in community with strangers. Most importantly, they will feel surrounded by God’s love as the prayers we send
with them as a parish, as the prayers they experience in their cabin groups, and as the friendships and relationships they build with each other in Christ grow. They are living out their faith in new and exciting
ways for 9 and 10-year-olds.
On June 15th at 6:00 a.m. a group of 35 young people and adults will take off on our first summer
mission trip to the Dominican Republic to work at Futuro Lleno de Esperanza, our partner school. While
we are taking the biggest group in the history of our summer travels, we are all excited to be together
with one another and our neighbors in Cienfuegos where we live and work. Our young people and adults
will go beyond the safety of their comfort zone to live fully in a community where families of 5 live off an
average monthly income of $230, or less than $2 a day. They will provide a safe, free day camp for children whose parents have an average education level of 8th grade. They will experience what life is like
when the water tank is empty, when drinking water must be purchased, where air conditioning is nonexistent, where beds consist of mattresses on the floor, where flies swarm at meal time and where roosters
crow in the middle of the night. They will travel on overly crowded public transportation and will cross
cultural and language barriers throughout their entire stay with the intention of loving the way Jesus calls
us to.
Since our first summer at Futuro Lleno de Esperanza (FLE) in 2015 we have been building relationships, praying for each other, listening to stories, hearing concerns, and dreaming together on how the
group from St. Mark’s can be a blessing to the community, on how we can work together for change. This
year our projects have taken a deeper and more personal level using the gifts of adult members of our team
to allow them to mentor St. Mark’s youth. These projects will leave a lasting impact on the community in
years to come, yes there will still be lots and lots of painting, but here is a look at some projects we will be
working on and how they support the local community in Cienfuegos.
In 2017, shortly after our second trip to FLE, one of the young people we grew to love, Francisco,
tragically drowned in a local canal. Our hearts were broken for him, his family, and the community; this
was exasperated by the fact that his mom came to the school shortly after his death and asked if there were
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any pictures of him because she had none of her son. A mother, working tirelessly to provide for her 4 kids
did not have time or resources to have photos of her children. Now the only photos she has of her 10-year-old
were from our trip 2 weeks prior. This year we are thankful that the talented photographer Brittany Baker
will be joining our trip to document our experience (which we will be sharing with the congregation in January), and to offer free family portraits on Sunday evening for families in the community.
Sunday evening our group will also be leading a class and providing bucket water filters for 30 families
in the community. These filters last for 5 years and allow families to have access to clean drinking water right
in their homes. In addition to the expense this alleviates for the family, it also helps to cut down on parasitic
infections that lead to childhood malnutrition. You can learn more about these filters at filtersofhope.org.
During the mornings of our stay in Cienfuegos we will be providing a free day camp for children in the
community. This is similar to what we have done in years past; however, we are adding a second location for
our camp where our older college-aged girls and Rev. Maggie will be providing a “girl’s empowerment” camp
for middle-school-aged girls. Together they will build relationships with them, share their stories and plans
for higher education. We will also be offering a similar program with middle school boys run by our older
high school boys.
On Monday we will leave the city and head to the country side to spend an afternoon learning about
environmental impact issues in the Dominican Republic. We will volunteer our time and manpower to help
at an ecotourism site and goat farm. Dr. Molly Kraut will be bringing her veterinary skills to help ensure the
animals are healthy and taken care of on the property. Together we will explore the idea that environmental
stewardship and care of creation is all of our responsibilities.
One of the areas that is lacking in the preschool and early elementary aged schooling in the Dominican
Republic is structured physical education. The staff at FLE had a dream to create a gymnasium space that
could also be rented out to help generate income for teacher pay raises. We will be helping with both of
these projects as Bill Pfender and Kevin White along with their team will work to physically transform the
upstairs with the addition of a stage and some moveable walls. Lisa White, an occupational therapist, will be
aiding in the creation of the physical education program at FLE by teaching a seminar for teachers at our
school and other local schools on how to incorporate games for developmental growth into the curriculum.
Even though we will be arriving during the first week of summer break, we will be working to help prepare
the school for the next school year. Jason Matney and his team will be working on some small cement projects, one of which will create a garden in the playground area. They will also be designing and creating a rainwater collection system which will help cut down on the cost of water deliveries so that the school can be
cleaned and toilets can be flushed. In addition, they will revamp the outdoor eating area by adding new chairs
and tables so that the school children can comfortably participate in the school’s nutrition program getting 2
meals per day.
Jackie Vleck RN, and Dr. Beth Lloyd will be helping to keep our team healthy and will be teaching the
teachers first aid and tips on keeping the school aged children healthy this summer. Tanner Wade, a graduate
from St. Mark’s and a student at Ringling School of Art, will be sharing his talents with the community by
painting a mural in the school library.
Our young people will be working in teams with adult leaders to lead daily activities during summer
camp and to work on building and painting projects in the evening. Regardless of how many projects we have
on our list, it is important for us to remember that we are not traveling to check off a to-do list. Our goal is to
build relationships, to hug the teachers that we’ve grown to love, to learn the names of children before we
take pictures with them, to understand the needs of the community and look for long term solutions not pretty band aids to problems. Our goal is to listen without judgment and love without restraint the way Jesus (and
Jason) calls us to.
In July, a small group from St. Mark’s will be headed to Fayetteville, NC to work with the United
Methodist Church Disaster Reponses program to work directly with homeowners that were effected and still
See
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Labyrinth Update:
Due to several requests to make the labyrinth path more distinctive,
we’ve undertaken replacing some of those pavers with a darkercolored stone. This makes the path more obvious, especially in extremely bright or dim ambient light. We hope you will enjoy walking the newly-laid pathway. Let us hear your comments.
(1) Search www.labyrinthlocator.com for labyrinths throughout
Florida, for locations when traveling, or at and around your home.
There are over 130 labyrinths registered throughout Florida and
over 5,000 worldwide.
(2) At www.labyrinthsociety.org, you can download a finger labyrinth or take a virtual labyrinth walk.

It is that time of year when St. Mark’s is privileged to host the
Family Promise families. Our hosting week is from June 9-16.
Family Promise (FP) helps families with minor children who have no place to call home. Family homelessness
is a constant and stubborn force, robbing families of their stability and children of their futures. FP provides
shelter, meals, basic needs, case management, referrals, resources, access to our Day Center and financial
consultations. Through our efforts, we give hope and confidence connecting them to community resources
and empowering them to independence.
For our hosting week, St. Mark’s will provide shelter, meals, support and private rooms for each family. As
of this date, we have only one family in the program (Mom, daughter (4) and son (3 mos.). This could change
any day. We need volunteers to help in late afternoon through the night. If you would like to volunteer and
have not taken the short volunteer training course (1½ hours), call 941-497-9881 for next scheduled time.
I will have a sign-up sheet available in the narthex and in Great Hall. We thank you in advance for the giving
of time and effort. Please keep this family in your prayers.
Laurie Colombo, Coordinator 941-460-6328
Suzanne Skalski, Former Coordinator 941-375-2975
*I would like to thank two St. Mark’s families for anonymously donating a new much-needed stove to the Aster Linder house where we co-host during the year! Many thanks!!! Now the Unitarian Universalist Congregation. 9UUC) has an updated kitchen and is able to serve hot meals!
** Thank you also to Paul Skulitz for helping to install the new stove at the UUC of Venice. St. Mark’s hosts
dinners for Family Promise at their facility, and the lack of a stove made it impossible to serve warm meals.
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recovering from the floods of 2018. The
group will be doing mostly hands on building and home repairs and again, our adult
leaders will be playing a huge part in educating our young people and encouraging
them to build relationships and listen to the
stories of the people whom they will be
serving.
Our young people and their adult
leaders who will be traveling this summer
are well equipped to leave their comfort
zones, to bear responsibility, and to take
risks. More importantly, they are willing to
be vulnerable to new experiences, to live
fully in community, and to love one another. However, our call to love others
doesn’t need to take us to camp cabins, or
on airplanes, or into landfills, or van rides
up the coast. It can and does happen right
here in our everyday lives.
It’s the time we gather together for
worship. It’s the exchanging of the peace or
sharing the cup of coffee with a stranger.
It’s the vulnerability we express when we
greet someone who looks or sounds different from us with a smile. It’s the prayers
that we pray for those who are sick or hurting. It’s the thanksgivings we share for our
brothers and sisters who are celebrating
milestones. It’s the time, talent, and treasure we share with one another. So as our
worship Sunday mornings “slows down” to
two services on Sunday and Wednesday
evening dinners and program “slow down”
to once a month, remember that the charge
Jesus gave us in John 13:35 remains the
same: “They will know you are my disciples if you love one another.” How are you
loving others this summer?

NO SUMMER VACATION FOR TUESDAY
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP!
As in the past ten years, the Tuesday Morning Men’s
Fellowship will con$nue to meet weekly throughout the
summer — except for Tuesday, September 3 (the day
a)er Labor Day). That’s Tuesdays from 8 to 9 AM in the
church oﬃce conference room. Come enjoy a cup of
coﬀee, friendly fellowship and lively conversa$on on a
variety of topics — some “church-y,” some not, but
always interes$ng. If you haven’t
tried it during "the season," please
know that you will be warmly
welcomed whenever
your $me permits.
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June 1—Opening Day for Hurricane Season
Be prepared for an emergency such as an approaching hurricane by having your
Go-Bag already packed and by the door. In any emergency where you may have to leave your home
for safety, there are some important items you will want to take with you. Being ready will take
a little of the worry out of the situation.
(1) Having a small, lightweight suitcase with wheels is the place to begin.
(2) Make copies of your important papers and keep them in a sealed plastic storage bag. (The church
office staff are happy to make copies for you at no charge.) Suggested items to be copied are: birth certificate; government-issued identification such as Social Security and Medicare cards, naturalization or adoption
papers; driver’s license; insurance information; medical/immunization records and prescription drug
information.
(3) Take some cash, including change for vending machines.
(4) If you are evacuating locally, pack 4 days worth of your medications, including enough water to take
them—a month’s worth if you are traveling out of town. If you require large devices such as an oxygen
tank, make sure you have a portable version ready to go.
(5) Take your cell phone and charger in the event you have access to a power source. You can also take
battery backup “pocket chargers.”
(6) Granola bars and other nutrition-dense snacks are good in the interim.
(7) Take travel-sized toiletries and don’t forget the tissues and hand sanitizer!
(8) A small, LED flashlight may come in handy.
(9) Wear or take layers of clothing so that you are prepared for warm, cold and/or wet weather.
Make your top layer waterproof. Take a hat.
(10) Pack underwear including any “adult” items you may need. If nothing else, you will have clean underwear.
(11) Don’t forget your pets. Not all shelters can accommodate them. Prepare ahead of time for Spot and Puff.
They will need their own Go-Bags.
(12) Inform church office staff if you are leaving your residence.

Mark’s Men– See you in the fall!
Just a reminder that Mark’s Men take a break over the summer. Dinner mee$ngs with speakers will resume
in the fall on Tuesday, October 15. Tom Gaines has lined up Allen Speer, the CEO of Agape Flights in Venice,
which is a Chris$an missionary organiza$on.
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Meet St. Mark’s new bookkeeper: Debbie Pfender!
The following is taken from Fr. Jim’s most recent EBLAST:
GOOD NEWS REGARDING FINANCIAL SECRETARY POSITION
It is with great joy that I announce that we have officially filled the vacant Financial Secretary position at St.
Mark’s. After much discussion, negotiation and prayer, I tended an offer to Debbie Pfender and she has accepted
it. As of Monday, May 27, Debbie will assume all duties and responsibilities of Financial Secretary at St.
Mark’s. Debbie brings many years of accounting and human resource experience with Kimal Lumber of Sarasota
and Nokomis to her new position and her qualifications and skill set are exceptional. I feel strongly that Debbie
will be a great asset to our staff and we are blessed to have her on board. Debbie is very excited about her new
venture and joining our staff of dedicated individuals working for God’s greater good in this world—and we are
equally excited to have her as part of our team.
There is a good chance you already know Debbie. She is a valued member of the congregation, serves on the
Vestry, is on an altar guild team, is a lay reader and has served many years as a delegate or an alternate delegate
to the Annual Convention. She has a BS in Accounting from The University of South Florida. Debbie and husband, Bill, have been hard-working members of St. Mark’s parish for many years. Debbie was confirmed here
in 1987. Please extend your congratulations to Debbie as she moves to her new position at St. Mark’s—an
important staff member.
The bookkeeper position became open when we lost our dear friend, Maury Leman, who passed away unexpectedly on May 5.

Women of the church,
take notice!
To the graduating seniors of St. Mark’s:
If you are going to college and
plan to apply for an ECW
scholarship award, please stop
by the church office and pick
up an application form as
soon as possible. The (1)
form along with (2) your
final transcript, (3) letters of recommendation from
two teachers and (4) a personal letter explaining your
goals, are due in the church office Monday, July 1:
no exceptions. The Scholarship Committee is meeting and must have all information in hand at that
time. You will also be given an application for a
Church Periodical Club scholarship for books, which
should be turned in to Fr. Jim at the same time. He
will forward it to the appropriate local and diocesan
scholarship committees.

Leadership opportunity available.
The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) of St.
Mark’s perform valuable services within the
community and beyond. Barbara Willis has
stepped down as President after serving for
many years and we are seeking a successor.
Call the church office or speak with Barbara
if you have questions about the role of the
ECW or the ECW President.
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Birthdays

Anniversaries

These dates are not available
in the online edition.

June 21st first day of summer.
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Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector), John Lawrence
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Priest), Len Brusso (Assisting Priest), John
Warfel (Assisting Priest), Keith Backhaus
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Johnna Lillich (Jr. Warden), Carol Barbieri,
Karen Dehne, Tom Gaines, Debra Harris,
Fred Pardee, Susan Park, Ghyll Theurer
(clerk) Hugh Steele, Kevin White, Mack
Wilcox, Adam Kendall (treasurer),
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& Organist), Jackie Overton (Youth), Debbie
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RN, BSN (Parish Nurse), Sandy Albanese
(Parish Admin.), Sue Ellen Findley (Admin.
Asst.), Carlotta Woolpert (Office Asst.),
Amanda Fronckowiak (Sexton), Jim Gietek
(Assistant Sexton)

St. Mark’s Book Circle is on vacation for the
summer. Keep reading and we’ll see in you in
September when we discuss Small Great Things
by Jodi Picoult, with Judy Tallet as facilitator.

….my cup runneth over...

