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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
We just finished one of the most glorious Holy Week and Easter times I have experienced in my eighteen years
at St. Mark’s. To say that God was celebrated during this time with liturgy, scripture, sermons and music would
be an understatement. Those of you who shared in some or all of these holy experiences know of which I
speak.
But as often is the case, after that meaningful and spiritual “high” of Holy Week and Easter, a question always
seems to come up seeking an answer: What now? This question is not one easily answered but it does have
profound implications on how we view Easter Day and Jesus’ resurrection and how we see ourselves as Christians and our call to follow Jesus the Christ. Is Easter just a one-day cosmic event for us, or the continuing story of our life in Christ and the redemption of the world through God’s love being shown? Without a doubt I
would contend it is the latter.
This thought was so beautifully addressed by The Rev. Tim McConnell, United Methodist minister, in an article that appeared in the A shville Citizen-Times a little while ago. With permission I thought I’d share it.
WHAT NOW? Easter isn’t the end of Jesus’ story
Most people like to know the complete ending of a story or movie. We want to know what happened to
each character. It bothers some of us if the ending is not to our liking or seems not to end at all, or maybe
is continued.
But if we look at the Bible story, it really has no ending. The Old Testament development of the Jewish
people continued into the New Testament and is very evident today. The Old Testament prophesies point to
the coming of Christ as Christ establishes his church. The church continues today with its unfinished story
of our part in the redemption of the world and Christ’s coming again.
In our celebration and understanding of Easter, we come to what we think is the climatic ending to the
wonderful story of Jesus — his birth, ministry, death and resurrection. We come to the end of Lent and
Holy Week. We ask, “What is next? Is there any more of the story?” It is impossible to put a nice big bow
around the story of Jesus and present it as a complete package, because the story of Jesus and his relationship with us is eternal.
If we are truly followers of Jesus, Easter and resurrection are not the ending of the story, only the beginning. The story of Emmanuel, “God with us,” begun at Bethlehem continues. There is a dark pause at the
crucifixion as the universe holds its breath, but the Easter resurrection is the resumption of the story, the
story of God’s never-ending love for his people. The story is not over until God says it is over.
So, we ask ourselves, “What’s next? What are you and I to do with this Easter story?
Jesus could have left without a word. Instead, he breathed his Holy Spirit upon us and empowered us to
follow him all the days of our lives. Jesus continues to return to us and strengthen us in our weakness,
discouragement and humanity.
...con nued top next page

In John 20:19-31, Jesus tells us that Easter is not over, it has only begun. If we are to be “Easter”
people, we are not to sit comfortably behind closed, locked doors of our churches and be content that
we are the church. Jesus didn’t say, “Happy Easter.” He said, “Fear not! Embrace my peace!”
Jesus didn’t say, “God bless you all. Look how nice and comfortable you all look.” He said, “I’m
back, and I have much for you to do, places for you to go and things I want you to say to the whole
world. Get up and get busy!”
What about our tomorrow? Next week? And the rest of the year? Has this Lenten season and Easter
made any difference in our relationship with Christ? Has the resurrection stirred us to realize that
this is not the end of Jesus’ story or the end of our story?
Easter is in the “now” tense. It is about following Jesus now. It is about living as if God is victorious,
unstoppable and triumphant now. Easter is not so much, “Do you believe that Jesus was raised from
the dead?” but, “Will you dare to follow Jesus now that he rules?” Easter moves us quickly from the
doctrinal statement, “He is risen,” to a calling, “Go into your family, community and the world and
do something about it. You are 'sent' people, so go and tell my story.”
So, in Easter, the story continues within the lives of each one for the rest of our lives and beyond. God
is not finished with us. The story is alive. Easter is not over until God says so.
Happy Easter, everyone. May we all be blessed with God’s loving grace this season as we attempt to
continue the Jesus story and bring God’s love to the world in which we live—and ourselves in the process.
In Christ’s love,
The Rev. Jim Puryear

A New Year Begins at DIVINE CONSIGN
DIVINE CONSIGN is a ministry of St. Mark’s with proceeds going to a number of outreach projects.
There are 2 locations where you can consign (and/or donate) and shop. THE SHOP on Miami Avenue has
fine china, jewelry, clothing and a limited amount of quality furniture and art. THE SHOWROOM ON JAMES
STREET—One block north of Center Road off the Bypass—has quality used furniture, art and home accessories.
DIVINE CONSIGN welcomes new Manager Steve Reif at THE SHOWROOM ON JAMES STREET. Its expanded hours of 10-4 Tuesday through Saturday will continue through the month of April.
THE SHOP (10-4 Monday through Saturday) welcomes the completed road project.
Both locations welcome your consignments of furniture. Call THE SHOP (941.488.3219) for an appointment. Send photos of your furniture to THE SHOWROOM ON JAMES STREET (941.485.3366) to
st.marksshop@gmail.com for approval—or bring in your photos, artwork and lamps for Steve to see.
Come in often and see what is new. “To Consign is Divine” and your quality furniture help make DIVINE
CONSIGN consignment stores beautiful—and delightful places for one to shop for those perfect pieces to
complete your new room.
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HAPPY SUMMER EVERYONE!!!!
As we say farewell to our fellow St. Mark’s family and friends traveling home
for the summer, we adjust to the hazy, lazy days of southern life in Florida.
Our last first-Sunday-of-the-month breakfast and free BP screening for the
season is in May. We all look forward to vacation and time to refresh ourselves
with travel, trips to the beach and water activities.
Here are some familiar but necessary preventive measures to assure a happy and safe summer. Severe sun
damage and water-related injuries can be prevented.
—Sun damage can be painful as well as lead to skin cancer. Use a sunscreen lotion with a minimum SPF30-50.
Wear a long-sleeve shirt and a wide-brimmed hat.
—Prevent water-related injuries. Learn how to swim. Never swim alone or in unsupervised areas.
Teach children to always swim with a buddy.
Check water depth before diving—it should be at least 5 feet. Surround your home pool with a
fence with self-closing lock or gate.
Learn CPR and have a phone nearby. About 90% of water-related deaths are due to drowning.
Know weather forecasts and be alert for rip tides and other dangers in open water.
Own a boat?
Take a safety course and always wear a life jacket.
Know and obey local laws and regulations for water craft.
Avoid alcohol as it impairs balance, judgment and coordination.
—Mosquitoes love you? Don’t forget your mosquito repellant in the evening and at night.
I am available to chat if you should need me. Have a SAFE & HAPPY summer!!
Your Parish Nurse,
Marlene Vogt, RN, BSN

Thank you, Thank you!
It was an honor to represent the “Women of St. Mark’s” at
various functions, as your ECW President for the past twelve years.
I am honored and humbled with a lot of emotions all at once. I’ve
served on the Episcopal Church Women Diocesan board as the
United Thank Offering Coordinator, as well as attended various
conventions and mission trips representing the women of St.
Mark’s. As president I also started the annual Adopt-A-Family program, continued the Angel Tree gifts and the Easter Baskets. Our
Scholarship Committee has awarded at least $6,000 annually to our
graduating young members and adults returning to college. We are able to support outreach programs with the various fundraising projects, sales from the gift shop, and memorial donations.
We also support our local charities.
Thank you for the lovely lunch and the delicious cake. Oh! What a way to retire from the
ECW Presidency. You will see me around—we are not moving away, just slowing down the pace.
Thank you for all your love.

Barbara
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Fifty-one PreK children from the Preschool will be in smiling at their 2019 Graduation Ceremony in May! We
are always grateful and happy about children who attend St. Mark’s Preschool and After School Care. Pass the
tissues as we cry tears of joy for our graduates and tears of sadness that the PreK year has so quickly ended!
We are enrolling for Summer Camp and the new Preschool and Afterschool Care for school year 2019-2020.
There are only a few openings left, so you need to act quickly if you are someone who is interested.
For Summer Camp we are seeking folks to come give a short one-time presentation for about an hour on:
Dancing– Discuss and demonstrate any type: perhaps square dancing, country, classical, hip-hop or
any other style.
Occupations– Talk about your job in medicine, science, ecology, business, veterinary, teaching,
gardening, automotive repair, etc.
Hobbies – Share your stories about anything from collecting thimbles to stamps, or engaging in science projects to making candles.
Music – Do you sing? Play an instrument? Make instruments? The children would love to hear about it.
Sports– Are you active in sports? Does it require special equipment or dress? Have rules?
Cooking – If you are a cook, children are interested in learning about different types of food and their preparation. Do you have an ethnic specialty? Do you specialize in vegetarian meals? Food and
kitchen safety are other good topics for children.
Writing – Discuss keeping a journal, writing poetry, saving recipes, practicing calligraphy or how to tell a
good story.
Art – Painting, sculpture, photography, 3D art, drawing, quilting. Children love hands-on.
A huge THANK-YOU to everyone who helped with Holy Week and Easter. Rev. Maggie and our assisting clergy
worked overtime to make sure we were ready to celebrate in fine form at all six services. Peter Madpak and St.
Mark’s Choir were phenomenal which has become a great St. Mark’s tradition. The Altar Guild had everything in
perfect order and the sanctuary was beautiful! Jackie and her volunteers along with the youth had a successful overnight, egg hunt and brunch. Many thanks to our Chefs Extraordinaire: Jim & Paul and their hardworking volunteers.
Thanks also to Amanda and Jim as the church and grounds were welcoming, which belied all the upheaval we’ve recently experienced. Last, but not least, thanks to Sue Ellen, Sandy and Maury for hanging in there. Finally, my deepest gratitude to our parish family for helping to make our Easter guests feel at home.
Thank you! ~ Fr. Jim
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Mark’s Men
Mark’s Men had their ﬁnal dinner mee ng for this season with speaker Gary Powers, Jr. on April 4. For
those who missed this presenta on, he gave a similar one a year ago that can be found in the C-SPAN video
library by searching for Gary Powers and clicking on “U-2 CIA Spy Plane Pilot in Soviet Prison.”
Dinner mee ngs with speakers will resume in the fall. The next mee ng is scheduled for Tuesday, October
15. Tom Gaines has lined up Allen Speer, the CEO of Agape Flights in Venice, which is a Chris an missionary
organiza on.

We have group tickets to the Tampa Bay Rays vs. the Minnesota Twins on
Saturday, June 1st at 1 p.m. Tickets are $25 apiece and seats are behind the bullpen.
If you would like tickets contact Jackie Overton before May 15th.

St. Mark’s recently hosted a Labyrinth workshop
entitled “Expressing Intention.” Lisa Richardson
of Spirited Away Art Therapy in Venice facilitated the workshop. Watch for announcement of
future endeavors.

The Labyrinth Path:
As Season comes to a close we want to thank everyone who has been with us on this continued St Mark's Labyrinth Journey. During the next few months we will continue to be blessed by the replacement of the darker
pavers to make the walking path clearer as we have heard comments of the need.
Because the replacement work may be happening in May, we will not celebrate World Labyrinth Day at St.
Mark’s on May10th as planned. In 2018 there were over 5000 participants from 35 countries, all walking
labyrinths for peace. You can join this day in one of the following ways:
(1) Search www.labyrinthlocator.com for labyrinths throughout Florida, for locations when traveling, or at
and around your home. There are over 130 labyrinths registered throughout Florida and over 5,000
worldwide.
(2) At www.labyrinthsociety.org, you can download a finger labyrinth or take a virtual labyrinth walk.
If you have questions please call Jane Marcin 941.492.6800 or Beverly Polk 859.421.4424.
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Congratulations to our graduating Senior
Jason Flack. He will be attending Florida State
University this summer and fall. Jason is praying over a call to ordained ministry. We hope
you will join us in praying with him and wishing him well as he heads off to school!
Nothing says BIRTHDAY quite like having an ice
cream truck show up to serve you and your friends.
Logan
Overton
celebrated
his 3rd
birthday
by doing
just that. A
few clergy
and staff
were also
seen in the
area….

Capital Campaign Update
If you would like an update on the
progress made under the recent
Capital Campaign, call the church
office at 941.488.7714. We have
an accounting of expenditures and
projects completed so far as well as
those proposed.

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED NAME
MARLENE VOGT “KEY WOMAN”!
St. Mark’s own Marlene Vogt will
be representing St. Mark's at the
"Key Women" awards this year.
You can show your enthusiastic support by attending the event. A potluck luncheon will be held at noon
on Friday, May 3, at Venice Presbyterian Church on the Rialto. This a
pot luck lunch at 12:00
Please plan to attend and bring a
friend or neighbor. This will be a
lovely day for Marlene.
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May Birthdays

May Anniversaries

These dates are not
available in the online
edition.

GREAT FOOD!
Thanks to our chefs and kitchen volunteers, we
serve some pretty great food at St. Mark’s. One
thing that is critical to this process is the sign-up
sheet. Food is ordered based on the number who
sign up by the deadline date. Chefs may prepare three or four extra meals “just in case,” but
they can’t always accommodate the additional ten
or twelve people who show up on Wednesday
nights. Please be considerate of our chefs and fellow parishioners by signing up as requested. Lastminute calls are appreciated for cancelations, but
too many are calling in to sign up after the food
has been ordered, or worse, just showing up. This
is putting extra pressure on the chefs and the food
supply. Short of selling tickets, sign-up sheets are
the best and fastest way to get a count for food
prep. Please help by respecting the deadline. This
is true for all functions with meals.

7

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
513 NASSAU STREET SOUTH
VENICE FL 34285-2816
church located at: 508 Riviera Street
941.488.7714
church fax: 941.484.0596
preschool: 941.484.8707
Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector), John Lawrence
(Assisting Priest), Judith Roberts (Assisting
Priest), Len Brusso (Assisting Priest), John
Warfel (Assisting Priest), Keith Backhaus
(Deacon), Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
Vestry: Michael Knowlton (Sr. Warden),
Johnna Lillich (Jr. Warden), Carol Barbieri,
Karen Dehne, Tom Gaines, Debra Harris,
Fred Pardee, Susan Park, Debbie Pfender,
Hugh Steele, Kevin White, Mack Wilcox,
Adam Kendall (treasurer), Ghyll Theurer
(clerk of the vestry)
Church staff: Peter A. Madpak (Choirmaster
& Organist), Jackie Overton (Youth),
Marlene Vogt, RN, BSN (Parish Nurse),
Sandy Albanese (Parish Admin.), Sue Ellen
Findley (Admin. Asst.), Carlotta Woolpert
(Office Asst.), Maury Leman (Finance),
Amanda Fronckowiak (Sexton), Jim Gietek
(Assistant Sexton)

St. Mark’s Book Circle will meet on Tuesday,
May 21, discussing:

….my cup runneth over...

SINGLES UNITED LUNCH
May 19

Sand Trap Sports Bar & Grill
4145 Tamiami Tr S Venice - noon

Less
by Andrew Sean Greer
Cathie Tiemeyer, facilitator
Join us just to listen in or to
contribute to the discussion.
The Book Circle meets on
the third Tuesday at 10 a.m.
in Gray Hall Picture Room,
unless otherwise announced.
Come pick up the reading list
for 2019!
FYI - The Great Readings Book Club (displaced
from the Venice Library) continues to meet at St.
Mark’s every Friday at 1 p.m. (January to May).
Contact church office for more information.

On Sunday, May 19, Singles United
will meet at the Sand Trap in The
Venice Village Shoppes. RSVP to
Bernice at 941.478.6078 if you
would like to go and discuss
carpooling.

