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You’ll get no “I told you so” from me, but the Q and A on Lent in last month’s newsletter generated a few
more questions! Sometimes we revisit those things we “already know” from a different perspective and are surprised by what we find.
We observed Ash Wednesday and the start of a Holy Lent. We started Sunday worship with the invitation to Lent or the Decalogue and Penitential Order. We remembered to skip the “Alleluias” in worship (most
of the time). Some have added into their prayer life by joining in weekday worship services here at St. Mark’s
or by other acts of devotion. Some have added acts of service or sacrifice as Lenten disciplines. So, as we look
toward the end of these Forty Days, what next? Here are some of the questions and comments I’ve been offered:
I love the pageantry of Palm Sunday, but wonder why it has to get so dark and ugly!
Palm Sunday begins with praise and waving palms as the account of Jesus’s triumphant entrance into Jerusalem and psalms of praise are proclaimed. (The 9:30 service even begins outdoors and processes into the
church). The mood shifts quickly as the reading from Isaiah foreshadows the dramatic Passion that follows. That
abrupt shift gives us a glimpse into Jesus’ swift journey from receiving glorious welcome to feeling Godforsaken.
The stripping of the altar on Maundy Thursday is very powerful, as is the garden vigil after the
service; but I’m not comfortable with the foot-washing. Do I have to participate in that part of
the service, too?
The foot-washing is a memorial of Jesus’ servanthood and a demonstration of our own. It is a symbol,
not a sacrament. Many find it meaningful, but you are welcome to participate in the foot-washing, or not. The
Maundy Thursday service continues with Holy Eucharist with the Eucharistic Prayer being chanted this year.
Time spent in the garden vigil is up to you. It is a symbolic remembrance of the disciples’ vigil with Jesus in the
Garden of Gethsemane. There is no formal closing; quietly leave as you wish.
My old parish had a three-hour sermon on Good Friday. How will we observe Good Friday at
St. Mark’s this year?
We do not encourage three-hour sermons here. The umbrella of the Episcopal Church covers many different practices. Some churches do preach “The Seven Last Words of Christ” which can last three hours, when
each of the statements Jesus shared after being nailed to the cross is read, preached, and interspersed with prayer and music. At St. Mark’s we have a usual-length Eucharist service using bread and wine consecrated the
night before. The Solemn Collects are prayed as the Prayers of the People. This year the choir will share portions of Sabat Mater by composer G.B. Pergolesi. This sung reflection on the passion of Christ is drawn from the
perspective of His Mother, Mary. The Youth Group will lead Stations of the Cross outdoors following the service. All are welcome to attend both or either Good Friday observance.
...con nued top next page

What’s with the bells at The Great Vigil?
The Great Vigil of Easter has four parts: the Service of Light, the Service of Lessons, Baptism, and Holy
Eucharist. The service begins with the first fire and a proclamation chanted by the light of the Pascal candle.
Stories of God’s saving help throughout history follow. Next we renew our Baptismal vows recalling our initiation into Christ’s death and resurrection. At the conclusion of the Baptismal service, the Easter Proclamation
rings out, and that is where the bells come in! Bells and “alleluias” let loose after a long Lenten silence. All are
welcome to bring small bells to ring in celebration. The service continues with the first Eucharist of Easter.
Aren’t you exhausted by Easter Morning?
The excitement of the new season with the fulfillment of the promise of new life in Christ propels us
forward. These festival days have a current running through them; they are truly Spirit filled! It is a real joy to
share in the life of the parish, and so many do take part! I am grateful to all those who contribute to our life
together in their own way. The moving parts of these Holy Days are numerous: buildings and grounds, bulletins and notices, readers and servers, flowers and linens, music and sermons and celebrants. The daily work,
the life and ministries of the Church, our outreach and in-reach continue throughout as well. It takes many
hands, as we are joined together as the Body of Christ.
That being said, yes. Naptime commences soon after the close of the last service of the day.
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. Maggie+

Lay Readers, Chalice Bearers, Ushers and Acolytes:

If you are not getting
the emails with lay schedules and Sunday readings, you may need to add the following emails to your list of
contacts:
info@stmarksvenice.com (for Sunday readings sent by Sue Ellen)
dougrichards17@gmail.com (for preview mailings of Lay Schedules, for
receiving the FINAL copy, for all communications regarding schedule
changes, etc.)
Please check your spam/junk folder. If your mailings are there you definitely need to add the above
addresses to your contacts.
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Happy Easter Everyone!

T

his month’s topic is the February 2nd relocation of the BP screening
room. The former location became a concern due to the large attendance
at our First-Sunday breakfasts. The noise level in Gray Hall resulted in
your nurses being unable to hear clearly and assure the accuracy of their readings.
Also, the screenings were held in the same room as the breakfast set-up which created other conflicts. In order to continue this free service, it became clear that we needed to set up in a quieter,
private space. Fr. Jim agreed and, as a result, we have moved the BP screenings to the office across the hall behind the music room. You can wait comfortably while traffic to and from the screening room moves smoothly.
This is a reminder to us all that, although we may be set in our routines, sometimes change is a good thing and
we need to adapt. I can assure you this change is a positive step in continuing this very necessary and free service
for our parishioners.
Now is a time to reflect on our celebration of our Lord and God’s amazing grace at St. Mark’s. We are truly
blessed!! Love and Prayers for a Happy, Healthy Easter. I am available to chat should you have any concerns.
Marlene Vogt, RN, BSN
Friends of Music invite you to an evening of pure musical enjoyment listening to
Astralis Chamber Ensemble in concert on Sun., April 28 at 7 p.m.
“The Astralis Chamber Ensemble is an innovative and dynamic ensemble
performing with much acclaim across the globe. Through creative programming and presentations on the works performed, ACE aims to
make classical music more accessible and for audiences to make a lasting
connection to the music. The ensemble shares classical music with all
types of communities as recitals, special events, school presentations,
and retirement outreach.
ACE includes an assortment of musicians to cover a broad range of
repertoire and ensemble combinations to fit each performance. These
musicians have performed together for many years and some for over
two decades on major concert series and at notable venues. Formed in
2011 as Duo Astralis (flute and piano), the ensemble expanded to create
programs with flute, trumpet, cello, harp, and piano. Another focus of the ensemble is to support the development of art
through new compositions and bring recognition to the composers that surround us today.”

Read more at http://www.astralisensemble.com/
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CROP WALK 2019

Youth Sunday is April 28

On February 24th nineteen of our parishioners
joined 14 other congregations from around town
in the annual Crop Walk through the streets of
Venice. The weather was beautiful, spirits were
up and when the walking was finished, St. Mark’s
raised $2,430 to benefit local and global food assistance programs!!! The amount exceeded the
fundraising goal set for the year and the ministry
is indebted to our walkers and the bigheartedness of our parish family. Additionally, a
special cheer to Dr. Molly for providing 2019
CROP Walk corporate sponsorship:

Please join us at your favorite
service to celebrate our young
people. Jason Flack, senior at
Venice High School, will be
sharing his faith story
with us.
~ Jackie

Venice Pines Veterinary Clinic
Located: 1168 Indian Hills Blvd.
Venice, FL 34293
gatorvet.com
941.492.9692

Just wanted to share that we received our STAR ra ng from
the Early Learning Coali on of Sarasota County and we are
a 4½ STAR School!
Also we won Venice Gondolier Best of Venice Camp and
Best of Venice A erschool.
We also won runner-up Venice Herald Tribune Best Preschool.
−−Barbara Levesque
CONGRATULATIONS ST. MARK’S PRESCHOOL!!!

Lay-led Stations of the Cross in the church
every Friday at noon during Lent.

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, April 10, Taizé Service following
the dinner—Our final in the Lenten series. Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Please sign up for the dinner.
The Labyrinth Path:

The labyrinth offers the opportunity to practice walking meditation, to
quiet the mind, to rejoice in God’s many blessings, to pray for ourselves or others or to experience sun,
breeze and God’s presence. For those who have already attended a basic workshop, an “Expressive Arts
and the Labyrinth Workshop” will be held on Saturday, April 6, from 9:30 a.m.-12:30p.m. Please call
Beverly Polk 859.421.4424 or Jane Marcin 941.492.6800 to sign up, to have questions answered, or
to get more information. Lanterns will be placed on the Labyrinth following the April 10 Taizé Service for
those who wish to prolong the meditative mood of this beautiful and moving service. Anyone wishing to
attend a basic labyrinth workshop, please call Jane or Beverly.
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Please join us for our Holy Week and Easter services as we
celebrate God’s Greatest Gift

Maundy Thursday – April 18

Palm Sunday – April 14
Liturgy of the Palms
8:00, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Also celebrated April 13 at 5 p.m.

7:30 p.m. – Holy Communion
Congregational Foot Washing

Good Friday – April 19

Holy Saturday – April 20

12:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Holy Communion followed by
Stations of the Cross

Bring a Bell!

7:30 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter
(No 5 p.m. service.)

Service begins at noon.

Easter Sunday – April 21
Holy Communion & Music
8:00, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Nursery 9:00 to 10:45 a.m.

St. Mark’s Youth Group invites you to join them for the annual
Easter Egg Hung & Lunch, Saturday, April 20 at 10:30 a.m.
There will be music in Gray Hall followed by an egg hunt,
crafts and lunch!
There is no cost for this event, but please sign up on the sheet in
Gray Hall or narthex, or call the office
and ask for Jackie (488-7714).

If you would like to designate Easter flowers in remembrance of loved ones or in thanksgiving for
your blessings, please complete this form and return it to the church office by Friday, April 12.
You may place this request in the offering plate.
Please PRINT legibly.
In Loving Memory of:
__________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving for:
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Your Name: _____________________________________ Phone Number: ______________________
If you wish to contribute toward the cost of the flowers, make your check payable to St. Mark’s - note
“Easter Flowers” on memo line. Thank you!

5

Mark’s Men—Women Invited to Attend—Note Date Change!
The next meeting of Mark’s Men is Thursday, April 4 at 6:00 p.m. in Gray Hall.
The women of the parish are invited to joins us for the dinner as well as for the program. The speaker is Francis Gary Powers, Jr. He will be speaking about his father. The title of his presentation is: Spy Pilot, Francis Gary Powers, the U-2 Incident,
and a Controversial Cold War Legacy.
Sign up on the BLUE sheet either in Gray Hall or narthex.
Mark’s Men meet on the third Tuesday of the month beginning in October unless
otherwise announced. Food is ordered based on the number who sign up.
Please, if you sign up, show up. And if you want to attend (and bring a friend!),
please remember to sign them up as well. Questions or suggestions for this group
can be addressed to Fred Pardee at 941.966.8270.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
April 2, 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon, Quiet Day at DaySpring, followed by Eucharist, then lunch. Deacon Keith Backhaus will be our facilitator. Don’t miss what promises to be a great time of sharing and restoration of spirit with
Deacon Keith. THERE IS NO FEE OR REQUESTED DONATION FOR THIS DAY. But please sign
up so that we can let the DaySpring chef know how many to expect for lunch.
Sign up on the PINK sheet in the narthex or Gray Hall or the table-top pink sheets in Gray Hall. Contact
Barbara with questions or suggestions. 941.497.3949
Thank you to Cindy Schiller and Lunetta Knowlton for the lovely Gospel Music Program at our March
meeting. It was enjoyed by all. Thanks to Chef Paul for catering our delicious lunch. Hope to see you at Day
Spring!

IMPORTANT NOTICE: After serving as the ECW President for many years, I will be stepping down at the
end of April. We are seeking the right individual to serve as President (even in an interim capacity). This is an
active group of women in the church who engage in extended outreach supporting the mission and ministries of
St. Mark’s. If you have interest yourself or would like to nominate someone you feel would do a good job,
please contact Fr. Jim or Rev. Maggie. Thank you. It has been my pleasure to serve.

Barbara R. Willis, ECW President
The author of the enclosed article, Reflections of a Lector, spoke of her appreciation for Lectio Divina. Lectio Divina
is a contemplative way of reading the Bible. It was used in the early Church as a monastic practice. Many today
find it a way of praying the scriptures that leads deeper into God’s word. There are many articles and guides
available. Here is a brief description of the steps:
Read: Slowly and carefully read the text to hear what the scripture passage says.
Meditate: Ponder the text. Note the words or phrases that struck you. Think about what this passage
meant to the writer and what it might mean for you.
Respond: Consider this a time of dialogue with God. Respond to God’s Word: pray and allow the Spirit
to speak within you. Consider how the text might change you.
Contemplate: Rest in God’s presence; words are not necessary here. Leave space for the Spirit’s work.
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These dates are not available in the
online edi on.

A problem is a chance for you to do your best.
—Duke Ellington
April 29, 1899 — May 24, 1974

In 1999 Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington was
posthumously awarded a special Pulitzer Prize*
“commemora ng the centennial year of his birth,
in recogni on of his musical genius, which
evoked aesthe cally the principles of democracy
through the medium of jazz and thus made an
indelible contribu on to art and culture."
*Also the President’s Gold Medal (1966), Medal of Freedom (1969), 13 Grammy Awards, French Legion of Honor
(1973).
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
513 NASSAU STREET SOUTH
VENICE FL 34285-2816
church located at: 508 Riviera Street
941.488.7714
church fax: 941.484.0596
preschool: 941.484.8707
Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector), John Lawrence
(Assisting Priest), Judith Roberts (Assisting
Priest), Len Brusso (Assisting Priest), John
Warfel (Assisting Priest), Keith Backhaus
(Deacon), Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
Vestry: Michael Knowlton (Sr. Warden),
Johnna Lillich (Jr. Warden), Carol Barbieri,
Karen Dehne, Tom Gaines, Debra Harris,
Fred Pardee, Susan Park, Debbie Pfender,
Hugh Steele, Kevin White, Mack Wilcox,
Adam Kendall (treasurer), Ghyll Theurer
(clerk of the vestry)
Church staff: Peter A. Madpak (Choirmaster
& Organist), Jackie Overton (Youth),
Marlene Vogt, RN, BSN (Parish Nurse),
Sandy Albanese (Parish Admin.), Sue Ellen
Findley (Admin. Asst.), Carlotta Woolpert
(Office Asst.), Maury Leman (Finance),
Amanda Fronckowiak (Sexton), Jim Gietek
(Assistant Sexton)

St. Mark’s Book Circle will meet on Tuesday,
April 16, discussing:
The Next Person You Meet in Heaven
by Mitch Albom
Susanne Isbill, facilitator
Join us just to listen in or to
contribute to the discussion.
The Book Circle meets on
the third Tuesday at 10 a.m.
in Gray Hall Picture Room,
unless otherwise announced.
Come pick up the reading list
for 2019!
FYI - The Great Readings Book Club (displaced
from the Venice Library) continues to meet at St.
Mark’s every Friday at 1 p.m. (January to May).
Contact church office for more information.

….my cup runneth over...

SINGLES UNITED BRUNCH
April 28

Capt. Eddie’s Seafood
107 Colonia Lane Nokomis - noon

May 19

Sand Trap
4145 Tamiami Tr S Venice - noon

On April 28 Singles United will meet at Capt.
Eddie’s Seafood for lunch. RSVP to Bernice at
941.478.6078 if you would like to go and maybe
talk about carpooling.

