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Excerpted from the 2018 Annual Report
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Virtues are often found in moderation. Healthy humility, for example, lies in the middle ground between
pride and low self-image. Therefore, humility comes from a life that is properly focused, most of the time, less
on ourselves and more on God and our neighbor. Or as C.S Lewis put it: “true humility is not thinking less of
yourself; it is thinking of yourself less.”
An Annual Report about the Church, then, is a tricky business. We are meant to embody a collective humility,
even as we celebrate our successes, while not hiding our light under a basket. Pride, though, is always lurking
at the door. So perhaps the best spiritual stance is to take delight in what has been done, while giving credit
always where credit is due: to God. For it is God alone who blesses us with abundant gifts and inspires in us the
desire and ability to serve others with love and humility. And when we do that faithfully in God’s name, we
honor God and help bring about God’s reign of love here on earth.
So let us celebrate the thought of how we have humbly and faithfully served God this past year. Let us reflect
on where we’ve been; where, by God’s abundant grace, we have been led; and the impact for good that we
have done through our ministries and life together at St. Mark’s in 2018. Let us, indeed, celebrate and enjoy
the “blessings of grace” that was our journey with God last year.
As I look back on the year that has been, I can’t help but think about all the blessings and grace that have been
bestowed upon this worship community and the work we have done this year to bring about God’s love in the
world. The year 2018 was most assuredly a grace-filled year at St. Mark’s as we shared joyously in the life of
God. And for that we should give thanks and humbly celebrate.
Whenever I attempt to name God’s grace seen or working at St. Mark’s, the first place I notice it is through the
people who worship here—faithful people that give so freely of their time, talents and treasure to help others
and to help bring about more fully God’s love and reign in our world. This is manifested in the multitude of
outreach ministries at St. Mark’s that help so many—like our community dinners, our BackPack program, our
Sack Lunch program, our food drives to support food pantries throughout the area, and our work with Family
Promise, assisting families in need and transition find housing and worthwhile employment. Grace is also seen
in our participation with other organizations and assistance programs and their events like CROP Walk, Habitat for Humanity, Salvation Army Kettle Campaign, the Lighthouse of Manasota assistance program for the visually impaired, and the mission work done by our youth and adults, both locally and in the Dominican Republic. Without a doubt people who serve in these ministries bring hope and God’s abundant grace and love to the
world.
...con nued top next page

Another place where I feel God’s grace is in abundance is in those “in-reach” ministries at St. Mark’s and the
“little touches of compassion” shown to folks within our worship community by loving parishioners. These
places of grace are often unnoticed because there is not a lot of fanfare associated with these ministries—only
God’s tender love shared. Our Helping Hands/Caring Hearts ministry is a fine example of those little touches
of compassion along with our faithful LEVs and our clergy visits to those who need the personal, loving touch
of God’s love.
The Loaves & Fishes ministry, the Prayer Shawls and Comfort Quilts ministry, and our Health Initiatives group
also display these attributes of God’s loving grace given to so many.
I would also be remiss when speaking of grace, abundant gifts and blessings in this parish if I did not mention
the faithful and dedicated staff and clergy we have at St. Mark’s. I feel there is not a finer and more dedicated
group of people anywhere, who go about their work tirelessly and seamlessly and, all the while, lifting up
God’s spirit-filled love in what they do and the lives they touch. We are truly blessed beyond imagination to
have these folks working and serving at St. Mark’s.
And you will see this same spirit-filled energy manifested through the many volunteers and groups who give of
their time so faithfully to make our worship, our educational programs, our Wednesday dinners, Sunday
breakfasts, and all our other “church events” and services so meaningful. Thanks be to God for each of you!
You share and embody God’s love so wonderfully.
I also want to convey a special thanks to everyone who made our Capital Campaign a resounding success last
year and the Organ and Capital Campaign Committee for their tireless work in making this campaign a reality.
In four months we received pledges of over $475,000—and over 60% of that in cash. This outpouring of love
for this church allowed us to start much needed work on our physical plant and facilities, replace equipment
that needed replacing, update our wiring and computer network and, of course, purchase and install a new organ and pipes in the sanctuary. And heart-felt thanks too, to Michael and Lunetta Knowlton for their recent
gift of a Steinway Small Concert Piano for our music program. What wonderful expressions of “giving back to
God” your gifts have been.
Yes, we are truly blessed at St. Mark’s—in more ways than we can imagine but there is still work to be done.
Our journey together in love is still unfolding. With God’s help and abundant grace, the “sky’s the limit”
when it comes to where we are going and what we can accomplish in God’s name and to God’s glory. The
only thing that can limit us is the “limitation of our imagination” or if we lose sight of whom the credit and honor is due: to God.
Thank you for allowing me to be on this journey with you and the gift of our journey together. There is no
place I’d rather be than here with you, helping to bring about God’s reign of love and grace to all the world.
May God bless us on our journey and the work of love we try to do.
In faithfulness and God’s love,

Rev. Jim +
The Rev. Jim Puryear, Rector
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Mark’s Men
The next meeting of Mark’s Men is Tuesday, February 19 at 6:00 p.m. in Gray Hall.
Our featured speaker will be Bob Moore from Venice Regional Bayfront Health. He is
Project CEO for the Replacement Hospital and will bring us up to date on the planning
and challenges regarding the new hospital.
Sign up on the BLUE sheet either in Gray Hall or narthex.
Mark’s Men meet on the third Tuesday of the month beginning in October unless otherwise announced. Food is ordered based on the number who sign up. Please, if you
sign up, show up. And if you want to attend (and bring a friend!), please remember to sign them up as well.
Questions or suggestions for this group can be addressed to Fred Pardee at 941.966.8270.

Safeguarding Certification Class
There will be a Safeguarding Certification Class on Saturday, February 23 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
at St. David's, Englewood, 401 South Broadway, Englewood. Lynn Tabor facilitator.
To register call the church office at 941.474.3140.
NOTE: Safeguarding Certification is recommended for everyone, but those active in ministry or in leadership
roles are required by the National Church to have it. The course can be taken (or renewed) online at your
leisure. Certification is good for five years. If you are in doubt as to whether you should take the course,
contact the Sandy in the church office (488.7724).

Venice Interfaith Series CONINTUES
Mondays, 7 p.m., Emmanuel Lutheran Church
The Venice Interfaith Community Association presents American Racism: Yours, Mine and Ours, a
series to foster respect, understanding and cooperation. Local and nationally known speakers will address difficult issues around systemic racism and race relations in our community. Free of charge;
freewill donations welcomed to support programming. Questions? See Deacon Keith for details.
January 28—The past is never dead. It’s not even past with Jeff LaHurd, Sarasota County
History Specialist and Judge Charles Williams, Chief Judge, 2th Judicial Circuit.
February 4—Black Like Me with Kristofer Geddie3, Venice Theatre, Director of Diversity and
Sandra Terry, Laurel Community Center.
February 11—Building the Beloved Community with Rev. Dr. Marvin McMickle, President,
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School.
February 18—Racial Healing: An Inner and Outer Journey with Dr. Catherine Meeks,
Professor Emeritus, Wesleyan College & Director, Absalom Jones Center for Racial Healing.
February 26—What We Believe Matters: A Bonhoeffer Moment with Dr. Lori Brandt Hale,
Associate Professor, Augsburg College
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OUR EPIPHANY SERIES con,nues with Chris,an Educa,on &
Wednesday Night Dinners (Dinner at 5:30)*
February 6, 6:30 p.m.
Following the dinner
The Spiritual—Triumph Over Adversity
Jama Sarikoki, Piano & Organ

February 20
A Diﬀerent Way to Pray: Interac ve
Prayer Sta ons and Labyrinth Walk
With Youth, Jackie and Rev. Maggie

February 13
Video Presenta on with Dewi Jones’
“Celebra ng What’s Right with the World”
And St. Mark’s Got Talent!
Art Exhibit by parishioners.

February 27. 6:30 p.m.
Following the dinner
St. Mark’s Choir and Jazz Trio

*Contempla ve Prayer at 4:00 in church oﬃce
Evening Prayer at 5:00 in church (when no concert)

Family Promise Update
St. Mark’s recently concluded our joint hosting period (December 23, 2018 to January 6, 2019) with
Venice United Church of Christ at Asta Linder House on the Unitarian Universalist Congregation Campus of
Venice. We had two families initially, a single mother and her two daughters (ages 7 and 8) and another single
mother with her 1-year-old daughter. Near the end of the first week, the mother and her two daughters were
able to leave the program and move into their own housing. They were very excited. What a great way for them
to start a new year together! Some volunteers who were with this family on different occasions noted a marked
improvement in the overall behavior and attitude of the girls. For the remainder of the hosting period, there was
just the one family. Another family entered the program on January 7, a single mother and her 10- month-old
daughter. Since the opening of the Family Promise Program of South Sarasota County in 2015, we have served
98 families and 289 People total, 178 of whom were children.
I’m so grateful to Father Jim for saying “Yes” to bringing this program to St. Mark’s campus for one week
each year! This Faith Base program is making a difference in the lives of these families! I have thoroughly enjoyed
serving as the Family Promise Coordinator for St. Mark’s since the program began in 2014. It has been a wonderful experience reaching out to these families and helping them on their journey to improving their lives. Within
the next month or so, Laurie Colombo will be taking over for me as the new Coordinator for St. Mark’s. I will
continue to be active in the program and help Laurie with the transition period. We have a marvelous group of
volunteers and are always ready to welcome new ones!
A Volunteer Training Session is required of anyone who wants to volunteer with their second Tuesday of
each month from 4-5:30 p.m. at the Day Center on Shamrock Blvd. in Venice. If you are interested in attending,
please contact Allisa at aoleary@familypromisessc.org to ensure adequate space is available.
Thank you to all of the Family Promise Volunteers for your support and commitment!
~Suzanne Skalski, Family Promise Volunteer Coordinator
JUST RECEIVED AT PRESS TIME! Bill Flack, Red Kettle Coordinator shares a letter from Dawn Pillsbury at the Salvation Army:
"In 2018, the Red Kettle Campaign generated just over $142,000 of which Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church raised $13,954.84!
These funds helped to produce a Christmas miracle for many less fortunate in South County. Families were assisted with toys and clothing and
gift cards for children to open on Christmas morning. Grocery gift cards were given to families, seniors and individuals to help with a Christmas or Thanksgiving dinner."
The total raised was down about $1,500 from last year, but the campaign was cut short by one week in 2018. Thank you all for your generous time in bell ringing again this year. I'll be in touch with everyone again starting the last week in September. Parishioners at St.
Marks have once again provided much help for the less fortunate in our community. God has blessed us with wonderful volunteers for the
various ministries at St. Mark's and it's a pleasure to be a part of such a loving community. God Bless!
~Bill Flack, Red Kettle Coordinator
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♥♥HEART AWARENESS MONTH♥♥
This month our topic is heart disease prevention. Did you know that heart
disease is the leading cause of death in the US? The American Heart Association recommends all of us focus on preventive measures which can decrease
heart disease and improve quality of life.
The good news is that risk factors such as smoking, high cholesterol, poor diet and obesity due to physical
inactivity, can be controlled with simple life style changes. Although they may be challenging, simple
changes such as engaging in walking or a favorite exercise for 30 minutes a day, quitting smoking and losing
weight (decrease sweets, breads and pasta) have proven to reduce cholesterol, improve lung health and
reduce heart disease!!
Symptoms vary for each person as well as for men vs. women. But we all need to be aware of the following
symptoms: mid-chest pain extending to arms, jaw or back, pressure in chest, shortness of breath,
nausea or undue fatigue after exercise. Please do not ignore these symptoms.
If you have repeat occurrences: DO NOT IGNORE SYMPTOMS. SEEK HELP. CALL FOR MEDICAL ASSISTANCE. CALL 911. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO DRIVE YOURSELF. TIME IS CRITICAL
TO SAVE YOUR LIFE. If you are having a heart attack, chew one standard adult 325 mg aspirin
(unless allergic) while you’re waiting for medical assistance. Yes, we can prevent heart disease with positive
attitude, moderation with diet, and increased exercise and activity.
Should you need to discuss the above or if you have any questions, I am available to chat. One final thought:
Do not underestimate the power of prayer and your faith in God and in yourself to keep you focused on any
changes you wish to make.
Love and prayers for a Happy, Healthy New Year.
Your Parish Nurse

Marlene Vogt, RN, BSN
School children at play at Futuro Lleno de Esperanza
(Future ﬁlled with Hope)

You can support the Youth Group's mission
trip to the Dominican Republic this summer by "buying a piece" of the trip. Starting on February 13 there will be a bulletin
board set up in Gray Hall with $$ envelopes. Inside each envelope will be a message of what that dollar amount goes to
purchase on our trip. If you can, return the
envelope with that amount of money and
help us get to the Dominican Republic!
Every dollar amount counts when we are
serving!

—Jackie Overton
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
There will be a meeting of the General Membership on Tuesday February 5. General Membership includes (that
means all women of the church. We will open with Holy Eucharist in the church at 10 a.m. followed by a business meeting. Our program features Megan Donaghue who will speak to us about the Legacy Trail. We will
end with lunch in Gray Hall. A $6 donation is asked for the luncheon. Please sign up on the PINK sheet in
the narthex or Gray Hall. Contact Barbara for with questions or suggestions. 941.497.3949

Barbara R. Willis, ECW President
The ECW Board meets on Monday, February 25 at 9:30 a.m.

The Labyrinth Path Workshop
On February 14 there will be a two-hour introductory labyrinth workshop. If you have not walked the
labyrinth before or have walked it and would like more information about it, come and join us. Space is limited
to 12. Call Jane Marcin 941-492-6800 or Beverly Polk 859-421-4424 with questions and to reserve your space!
The labyrinth provides an opportunity to quiet our minds and practice walking meditation, to step away
from busy schedules and begin a journey of contemplation and prayer. You do not need a reason to walk the
labyrinth; however, some people like to walk it on special occasions such as the beginning of a New Year, or to
celebrate a birthday, or the healing of a relationship or as a Lenten discipline. Some believe each
time you walk the labyrinth you become more empowered spiritually to follow the path God has
for you.
We are happy and thankful that St. Mark’s labyrinth path will become much clearer in
2019. The outline pavers will be replaced with much darker pavers making the path easier to see
and navigate.

♥Happy New Year! It’s that time of year for our annual CROP Walk.♥
Simply put, the CROP Walk is neighbors working together to raise money for a few weeks culminating in a walk of solidarity
against malnutrition and hunger. The event is organized and benefits Church World Service, a faith-based organization transforming
communities around the globe through just and sustainable responses to hunger, poverty, displacement and disasters. CWS meets
disaster recovery needs, facilitates sustainable social and economic development, & provides resettlement services to refugees. 25%
of funds raised returns to Venice and donated to local non-profit agencies that make a difference everyday providing food assistance
to families, the elderly, and impoverished.
On Sunday, February 24 everyone will gather at Grace United Methodist (new location) for fellowship and then set off (at your own
pace) at 3 p.m. along a defined route of 1 or 3 miles. Everyone is encouraged to participate—strollers, wagons, wheelchairs and
pets are all welcome! A limited number of Crop Walk t-shirts will be distributed to St. Mark’s participants to wear the day of the
walk – so sign up early. Walkers are encouraged to set an ambitious fundraising goal ($100 raised provides 222 lbs. of emergency food
relief packs). There will be an information table and donation envelopes for gathering pledges in Gray Hall the month of February.
If you have a conflict this year, please consider sponsoring one of our many parishioners that will be seeking donations in the coming
weeks.
Learn more: www.cwsglobal.org or www.crophungerwalk.org/venicefl/StMarks or reach out to:
Dennis & JoJo Keck (609-969-0033) or Jon Barrick (941-306-9227).
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1 Doug Graham, Bernadette Warren
2 Nicole Britton, John Dunn, Camille Ogle
3 Corinne Cope, Jim Haughey, Bob Kench,
Lauren Vleck, Al Winslow
4 Gussie Bartell
5 Paula Gray, Adam Miller
6 Andrew Katsanis, David Stafford
7 Suzanne Isbill
8 Jerry Freischlag, Lou Ortt
9 Marilyn Chalaire, Sharon MacArthur
10 Barbara Haughey
12 Helen Fincke, Kolton Matney, Betty Ann Rigg
13 Dan Cole
14 Brooks Caldwell, Dave Dunn, John Haseltine,
Lorne Havell, William Leitner, Cappy Warner
15 Hugh Cook, Dottie Garman, Douglas Richards
16 Nicholas Albanese, Erin Zellers
17 Aundria Castleberry, Alex Freeman, Sara Jones,
Tom Rudkin, Margaret Sloan
18 Marie Legacy
19 David Baker, Nancy Heart
20 Linda Elder
21 Dick Beharrell, Kathy Brower, Betty Garrett
22 Peggy Isphording, Eleanor Jean, Mark Pollock
23 William Sullivan
24 Mike Fair, Jackie Fleck
25 John Hall, Marjorie McKenney
26 Wayne Roach
27 Harold Hultgren

These dates are not available in the online edi on.

St. Mark’s

continues to help support our local food banks by your generous donations. We appreciate your efforts and encourage
everyone to continue bringing these needed food
items to keep our pantries supplied to help those in
need in our community.

When you are shopping, check out the buy-one-getone items that would make sharing so easy to do!
Bring your donations to church and leave them in
the baskets located in the narthex. Another way you
can help is to consider making a commitment to
bring food items to church during the Lenten dinners on Wednesday evenings. That would be a dynamic way
to make a meaningful and appreciated practice during the Lenten season.
Some thing to remember: please check the expiration dates on your items because the pantries cannot except
expired food. Also, for canned goods, it is especially helpful to buy those with pull tabs since many folks don’t
have can openers. Frequently needed items are rice, beans, peanut butter, cereals, canned fruits, vegetables
and soups. Tuna and canned meats are always welcomed.

♥Thank you all for being such a loving and generous congregation!
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—Johnna Lillich

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
513 NASSAU STREET SOUTH
VENICE FL 34285-2816
church located at: 508 Riviera Street
941.488.7714
church fax: 941.484.0596
preschool: 941.484.8707
Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector) John Lawrence
(Assisting Priest), Judith Roberts (Assisting
Priest), Len Brusso (Assisting Priest), John
Warfel (Assisting Priest), Keith Backhaus
(Deacon), Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
Vestry: Karen Dehne (Sr. Warden), Linda
Moore (Jr. Warden), Adam Kendall
(treasurer), Carol Barbieri, Tom Gaines,
Debra Harris, Johnna Lillich, Fred Pardee,
Steve Plichta, Beverly Polk, Hugh Steele,
Kevin White, Debbie Pfender (clerk of the
vestry)
Church staff: Peter A. Madpak (Choirmaster
& Organist), Jackie Overton (Youth),
Marlene Vogt, RN, BSN (Parish Nurse),
Sandy Albanese (Parish Admin.), Sue Ellen
Findley (Admin. Asst.) Carlotta Woolpert
(Office Asst.), Maury Leman (Finance),
Amanda Fronckowiak (Sexton), Jim Gietek
(Assistant Sexton)

….my cup runneth over....♥

SENIOR SINGLES BRUNCH
RSVP to Bernice Allison 941-493-6078

St. Mark’s Book Circle will meet on Tuesday,
February 19, discussing:
News of the World
by Paulette Jiles
Joan Leahy, facilitator
Join us just to listen in or to
contribute to the discussion.
The Book Circle meets on
the third Tuesday at 10 a.m.
in Gray Hall Picture Room,
unless otherwise announced.
Come pick up the reading list for 2019!
FYI - The Great Readings Book Club (displaced
from the Venice Library) continues to meet at St.
Mark’s every Friday at 1 p.m. (January to May).
Contact church office for more information.

February 10

Pinchers - 900 Vene a Bay Blvd. Venice - 1 p.m.

March 24

San Marco - 305 W. Venice Ave Venice - 1 p.m.

April 28

Capt. Eddies - 107 Colonia Lane Nokomis - noon

May 19

Sand Trap - 4145 Tamiami Tr S Venice - noon

