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Dear St. Mark’s Family,
As we begin a new year, we are blessed to celebrate the installation of our new organ! Since the beginning of the capital campaign in December 2017, we all had our eyes on the future— When will the organ be
built? What will it sound like? How will the pipes be installed? Will the new instrument be what we imagine?
We have answered all these questions and have made it across the finish line! Our new instrument has been
handcrafted by many people. From our pipe builder in Michigan to the Allen Organ Company in Pennsylvania,
the organ itself is artwork. Every specification of the instrument has been custom designed for St. Mark’s. The
interior of the console is made of rosewood and ebony, the pipes have detailed texturing to shimmer in the
light, and the sound is state of the art. The installation includes real speaking pipes and digital sampling to create an astounding dimension for our ears.
In my personal and professional life, I am often plagued with questions about the future and debates
about the past. I need to consistently remind myself not to worry about ‘what’s going to happen?’ or ‘why did
that happen?’ but stay in the present. I must take a moment to experience the ‘now’. When I sit at the organ,
I am in a moment that is unique. Carefully and always listening, I cater my playing according to congregation
size, the style of the hymn, the text of the hymn, and the placement of the music in the liturgy. Hindu guru
Paramahansa Yogananda said, “Music is a divine art, not to be used solely for pleasure but as a path for Godrealization. Music that is saturated with soul force is the real universal music, understandable by all hearts.
Music is not only an art, but also a science. It has the potential for harmonizing mind and body and for developing the deep spiritual aspects of our being.”
As organist and choirmaster, I strive to glorify God and cultivate a new spirit through my music making.
This is not a solitary event—the glorification of God happens when people are brought together in community.
The building of community large and small creates something greater than the sum of its individuals. The organ
itself is a community builder. Its primary purpose is to lead congregational singing. The infinite combinations
of stops, the range of dynamics, and the many colors of the organ in some way remind us of the magnificence of
God.
The organ has always been considered ‘the king of instruments’ and justly so. It has the possibility to be
quieter than a whisper and as thunderous as a mighty orchestra. It can evoke sadness and pain as well as praise
and triumph. The sound can both lift us up with support and calm our anxious spirits. The organ is capable of
expressing the many emotions and experiences of our existence. By transcending our human lives, as all music
does, it evokes the divine. Johann Sebastian Bach wrote above the title of many of his compositions the letters
S.D.G. Soli Deo Gloria—to God alone be glory. The more we allow ourselves, through our music and liturgy,
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to be transformed in our hearts, the more capable
of transforming the world around us. As a congregation, we can radiate the love of Jesus and
share our experience, strength, and hope with the
people we meet. The installation of our new organ is a part of the ‘S.D.G.’ which St. Mark’s is
doing in our community.
With the new sounds in our worship
space, I encourage you take a moment to listen
intently to a prelude, sing at the top of your
lungs during the opening hymn, or experience
the music of our choir and organ from a different
area of the sanctuary. My hope is that the music
and our new instrument will inspire you to take
a ‘now’ moment and experience the wonder and
light of the divine. The organ says one thing to
the congregation: ‘Sing with me!’

Soli Deo Gloria,

Peter

Peter A. Madpak, Choirmaster
December 5, 2018 Advent Lessons and Carols Prep
Photo Courtesy of Karen Dehne, Senior Warden

YOUTH
Youth Group will be returning to its normal schedule on January 9. There will be no Youth Group on
January 23.
Our Senior High Sabbath weekend camping trip has been POSTPONED until the beginning of April. Please
keep checking the Youth News for more information.
On January 6 we will be celebrating Epiphany. It is this time that the church calendar is marked by the Wise
Men bringing gifts to baby Jesus. In honor of this special time in our church we will be collecting NEW baby
items for Our Mother's House and Pregnancy Solutions. Items we will be collecting include:
Baby Diapers (preemie or bigger sizes especially)
Hygiene Products (for baby and parents)
Bottles
Baby books

Baby Wipes
Baby clothes up to 18 mo
Pacifiers
Baby toys

Bring your item to church with you on Sunday, January 6th, place those items in the "Baby corner" and celebrate the birth of Jesus with us with breakfast following the 8-10 a.m. services!

Jackie Overton
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Venice Interfaith Series
Mondays, 7 p.m., Emmanuel Lutheran Church
The Venice Interfaith Community Association presents American Racism: Yours, Mine and Ours, a
series to foster respect, understanding and cooperation. Local and nationally known speakers will address difficult issues around systemic racism and race relations in our community. Free of charge;
freewill donations welcomed to support programming. Questions? See Deacon Keith for details.
January 21—Martin Luther King Day Celebration with Dr. John Walker, Pastor, Bethel
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church.
January 28—The past is never dead. It’s not even past with Jeff LaHurd, Sarasota County
History Specialist and Judge Charles Williams, Chief Judge, 2th Judicial Circuit.
February 4—Black Like Me with Kristofer Geddie, Venice Theatre, Director of Diversity and Sandra Terry, Laurel Community Center.
February 11—Building the Beloved Community with Rev. Dr. Marvin McMickle, President,
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School.
February 18—Racial Healing: An Inner and Outer Journey with Dr. Catherine Meeks,
Professor Emeritus, Wesleyan College & Director, Absalom Jones Center for Racial Healing.
February 25—What We Believe Matters: A Bonhoeffer Moment with Dr. Lori Brandt Hale,
Associate Professor, Augsburg College

Mark’s Men
The meeting of Mark’s Men on Tuesday, January 15 at 6:00 p.m. in Gray Hall when our featured speaker is
Carol F. Probstfeld, Ed.D., president of the State College of Florida Manatee-Sarasota, which has a campus in
Venice.
Sign up on the BLUE sheet either in Gray Hall or narthex.
Mark’s Men meet on the third Tuesday of the month beginning in October unless otherwise announced. Food
is ordered based on the number who sign up. Please, if you sign up, show up. And if you want to attend
(and bring a friend!), please remember to sign them up as well. Questions or suggestions for this group can be
addressed to Fred Pardee at 941.966.8270.
St. Mark’s annual CROP Walk Ministry campaign will happen in the month of February
culminating in a celebratory walk, 3 p.m. Sunday, February 24, beginning and ending at
Grace United Methodist Church (new location). You are cordially invited to join us and
step out in faith and ask family, friends, coworkers, etc. to sponsor you with a monetary
donation to aid and nourish those in need locally and throughout the world. Participants
will receive a CROP T-shirt to wear during the walk and long after. Additional information coming in February! In the meantime contact the following if you have questions:
Dennis Keck
609.969.0033
Jo Jo Keck
609.902.1129
Jon Barrick
941.306.9227
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COMING SOON!!!! OUR EPIPHANY SERIES
Chris an Educa on & Wednesday Night Dinners
Wednesday, January 9, 16, 23, 30
What does the New Testament Say About Money?
Rev. Dr. Charles Kiblinger facilitates an interac&ve seminar in which par&cipants will examine key
New Testament passages about wealth and try to understand them in the context of our own &me.
The Collects of the Book of Common Prayer: what are we asking of God?
This course, with Dr. Jon Campbell, is designed as a facilitated discussion of the Collects of the Day
from the Book of Common Prayer. A ﬁve-part framework of the literary form of these Collects will
be used to be0er understand these “collected” pe&&ons oﬀered by the congrega&on each week of
the Church Year through the voice of the Celebrant.
What is your personality type?
Join Ginger Pavloﬀ, RN, MA to learn a li0le bit about your style. You will take a short quiz at the
ﬁrst session and ﬁnd out your Myers-Briggs personality type. Have fun and learn how to interact
more eﬀec&vely in your congrega&onal rela&onships, with your partner, friends and cohorts in business. Ginger is a Na&onally Cer&ﬁed Counselor and a Licensed Professional Counselor.
Bible Study
Beginning Wednesday, January 16, Rev. Jim Puryear will lead Wednesday morning Bible Study in
the discussion of the Gospel according to John. How is this Gospel diﬀerent? Who wrote it? What
does John have to say?
EPIPHANY SERIES con nues
Following the dinners
February 6, 6:30 p.m.
The Spiritual—Triumph Over Adversity
Jama Sarikoki, Piano & Organ
February 13, 6:30 p.m.
Video Presenta+on with Dewi- Jones’ “Celebra&ng What’s Right with the World”
And St. Mark’s Got Talent! Art Exhibit by parishioners.
February 20, 6:30 p.m.
A Diﬀerent Way to Pray: Interac+ve Prayer Sta+ons and Labyrinth Walk
With Youth, Jackie and Rev. Maggie
February 27, 6:30 p.m.
St. Mark’s Choir and Jazz Trio
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Happy New Year everyone! I hope you enjoyed a
peaceful and joyous celebration of our savior’s birth with your family and friends.
I want to extend a thank-you to Phyllis Nolan, RN, who assisted with the B/P
screening in December. Although there was a steady stream of parishioners
being screened, it went well; and it was great seeing new parishioners as well as
some familiar faces. I also want to thank the church staff for their support in getting the picture room ready.
As we begin the New Year it is a good time to pause and reflect. Holidays can be a very stressful time as we
face daily challenges which can be anything from a new medical diagnosis, awaiting test results, facing a financial burden, placing an elderly parent in an assisted-living or Alzheimer’s unit or grieving the loss of a
loved one. Undue stress can raise B/P, cause anxiety attacks, insomnia and GI problems, to name a few.
Whatever our trials, God will carry us through. In this past year and a half since my husband’s death, I have
felt closer to God more than ever. He will be there for you.
This might be a good time to DE-STRESS and focus on the following:
1)
Get enough rest. If you have insomnia, there are many over-the-counter sleep aids. However, use
caution when taking these and do not drink alcohol. Allow at least 6-7 hours before driving. You
may benefit from a sleep study.
2)
Try yoga or meditation one hour before sleeping. (I find this helpful.)
3)
Set time to pray and read the Bible. Attend our healing service offered every Wednesday morning
at 9:30 a.m. in the church.
4)
Believe in yourself. You can do anything with God’s help. Your faith will carry you.
5)
Accept help graciously. Clergy and friends may offer spiritual support. Grief counseling is always
available for those who need it.
If you need nursing support I am available to help you, especially if you have been recently discharged from
the hospital. I will follow up on your progress.
God Bless!
Your Parish Nurse

Marlene Vogt, RN, BSN

A quick reminder to book your seat or your table for the February 9, 2019, Valentine Dinner Dance now. There are tickets available, but they will go quickly
once the holidays are over.
See Clover Webster.
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
Thank you to the Preschool staff and families for the presentation of the Nativity portrayed by the children. As
always the presentation was lovely. We thank you for your time and talent.
Our Annual Social will be held Tuesday, January 8, in Gray Hall Picture Room at 11:30 a.m. All are welcome to
join us for tea and chat. No formal meeting.
Please sign up on the PINK sheet in the narthex or Gray Hall.
The Manasota-Venice Deanery Meeting will be held on Thursday, January 24, 9:30 to 2 p.m. All are welcome.
Contact Barbara for details. 941.497.3949

Barbara R. Willis, ECW President

New Year’s Day - St Mark’s Labyrinth Walk
A New Year’s View:
“As I stood at the entrance of the labyrinth, I knew I wanted simply to let the walk unfold at my feet. As I
walked, I paused at each curve. How good it is to pause; something I o4en forget to
do.” (clearingthespace.blogspot.com)
You are invited to let the New Year’s path unfold at your feet, let your being pause, and be present to the
blessed giE of walking into 2019. Any &me 10 a.m. un&l noon. For more informa&on call Jane Marcin [941-492
-6800] or Beverly Polk [859-421-4424]. Look for sign-up sheets for a mid-February workshop and walk!
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These dates are
not available in the
online version.

Thank you! Thank you!
Our last food drive for All
Faiths Food Bank ne0ed 654
pounds of non-perishable
items. Thank you St. Mark’s
parish family.
You’re the best!
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
513 NASSAU STREET SOUTH
VENICE FL 34285-2816
church located at: 508 Riviera Street
941.488.7714
church fax: 941.484.0596
preschool: 941.484.8707
Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector), John Lawrence
(Assisting Priest), Judith Roberts (Assisting
Priest), Len Brusso (Assisting Priest), John
Warfel (Assisting Priest), Keith Backhaus
(Deacon), Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
Vestry: Karen Dehne (Sr. Warden), Linda
Moore (Jr. Warden), Adam Kendall
(treasurer), Carol Barbieri, Tom Gaines, Debra
Harris, Johnna Lillich, Fred Pardee, Steve
Plichta, Beverly Polk, Hugh Steele, Kevin
White, Debbie Pfender (clerk of the vestry)
Church staff: Peter A. Madpak (Choirmaster &
Organist), Jackie Overton (Youth), Marlene
Vogt, RN, BSN (Parish Nurse), Sandy Albanese
(Parish Admin.), Sue Ellen Findley (Admin.
Asst.) Carlotta Woolpert (Office Asst.), Maury
Leman (Finance), Amanda Fronckowiak
(Sexton), Jim Gietek (Assistant Sexton)

….my cup runneth over....

SENIOR SINGLES BRUNCH
RSVP to Bernice Allison 941-493-6078

St. Mark’s Book Circle will meet on Tuesday,
January 15, discussing:
Just Mercy
by Bryan Stevenson
Holly Wilson, facilitator
Join us just to listen in or to
contribute to the discussion.
The Book Circle meets on
the third Tuesday at 10 a.m.
in Gray Hall Picture Room,
unless otherwise announced.
Come pick up the reading list for 2019!
FYI - The Great Readings Book Club (displaced
from the Venice Library) meets weekly at St.
Mark’s on Friday from January to May. Contact
church office for more information.

January 20

Bodrum's - 225 Miami Ave Venice - 1 p.m.

February 10

Pinchers - 900 Vene+a Bay Blvd. Venice - 1 p.m.

March 24

San Marco - 305 W. Venice Ave Venice - 1 p.m.

April 28

Capt. Eddies - 107 Colonia Lane Nokomis - noon

May 19

Sand Trap - 4145 Tamiami Tr S Venice - noon

