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Dears Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
October in Venice, Florida, is one of the nicest times of the year in our “island home.” For year-round residents, this is the time of the year in Florida which most of us look forward to and rejoice abundantly because the weather is changing. In October the temperature suddenly drops, the oppressive heat of the summer fades away, and the early mornings and late afternoons feel different. Morning walks become glorious
strolls of pleasure because one can walk outside without feeling like they just stepped out of a furnace or a
skin-soaked steam room. Maybe that is one of the reasons why so many folks who went up north for the
summer start returning to our “island home” for the fall and winter seasons.
October is also a time of the year when our worshipping community’s focus turns toward other things—
like Wednesday night dinners and programs, breakfast Sundays, Wednesday morning Bible Study, ministry restarts, our Friends of Music Concert Series, stewardship emphasis, and reconnecting with parishioners
we haven’t seen in a while and welcoming new folks we are just getting to know. October also means
SWFL Diocese Convention time, which this year includes a visit from Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
helping us celebrate our 50th year anniversary. To say that October ushers in a lot of activity, excitement
and fun would be an understatement.
But the one thing of all the things we do here in October at St. Mark’s that excites me most of all, is our
stewardship emphasis—and it has nothing to do with raising money. And that is so, because I believe that
stewardship is at the foundation of all that we do. It’s the basis for all our programs, all our dinners, all our
ministries, all our educational endeavors, all our joyful and wonderful musical expressions and all our relational connections. My theology and the basis of how I feel about stewardship are centered in how we
view generosity and, consequently, our awareness of the gifts God gives freely and then how in return
those gifts are used by us, both individually and corporately. How we use those gifts and what we do with
them is how we honor God and bless God. For me, it’s all about the receiving, the acknowledgement, and
the giving back of our gifts that are at the fulcrum of our being, our discipleship and our connection with
God and God’s unselfish giving nature. Or simply stated, stewardship is reflected in our gratitude of God
and all that God gives and creates.
Author, Melody Beattie, speaks so beautifully of gratitude this way: “Gratitude unlocks the fullness of
life. It turns what we have into enough, and more. It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend. Gratitude
makes sense of our past, brings peace for today and creates a vision for tomorrow.”
Therefore, if gratitude causes a shift in our thinking, and reveals to us that our lives are truly
abundant, our response is to give back out of that abundance—to give back in all that we do
or have. We give back to God in thanksgiving for the blessings we have received, and the
blessings we know simply in God, by God’s presence, through Christ’s church, through the
community of the parish. We then become more fully integrated in the nature of God
through what we believe, what we do, and the spirit that moves through us.
We become centered in “gratitude awareness” and live into the fullness of that
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life of gratitude and generosity by bringing joy and love to the world, our church, our community and
our friends and family. And that, my friends, is a beautiful thing to behold. For when we give freely of
our gifts that graciously come from God, we also then give freely of God through us to the world.
The Episcopal Network for Stewardship reminds us that “stewardship is not a program, it is not about
raising money, and it is not here today and gone tomorrow. Stewardship is a journey. It is about life—a
way of life.” Put simply, giving is our response to what we have received. We are created in God’s image, as we read in the Book of Genesis, and God gives. God gives us life and love, forgiveness and mercy. Stewardship is the personification of those Godly traits and the mirror of God’s image.
So remember always, gratitude promotes greater generosity, generosity promotes greater love, love promotes greater manifestations of God, and manifestations of God signifies not only the coming, but the
daily occurrence of God’s reign in our world. May we always give of our time, talent, treasure and love
with that in mind.
In Christ’s Love,
Jim+

STEWARSHIP 2019!
Celebrate at St. Mark’s
Monday, October 29, 2018
6:00 p.m. wine & cheese fellowship
6:30 p.m. dinner
7:30 p.m. The Rt. Rev. Dabney Smith, guest speaker
Your invitation with RSVP card should arrive in the mail.
RSVP forms can also be found in the Sunday bulletin insert.

All Saints' Day Sunday, November 4, 2018
Submit names of deceased loved ones to be remembered.
Deadline to submit: Monday, October 29

Please PRINT clearly.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Submitted by: ________________________________Phone number (R'()*+',): __________________

Drop in offering plate or otherwise get to the church office by October 29.
If you would like to make a donation to our Altar Flower fund, please make check payable to St. Mark’s and
note :;<:= >;?@A=B on the memo line.
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DON’T MISS SUNDAY NOVEMBER 4!!!!
Parish Breakfast in Gray Hall
All Saints Recognized
Turn in your 2019 pledge card*
*Our Vestry members ask that you return your pledge card in a timely fashion. Thank you.

Saturday Night, October 27, 6-8 p.m.
Call Jackie to sign up to host a trunk.
Decorations appreciated!

A Special Blessing courtesy of
Rev. Maggie:
Life is short and we have not too much time
for gladdening the hearts of those
who are traveling the dark way with us.
Oh, be swift to love! Make haste to be kind.
and may the blessing of Almighty God, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and
always. Amen
Adapted from work by Swiss philosopher and poet,
Henri Frédéric Amiel (1821 –1881)

Community Dinners Continue
The Community Dinners will continue at St. Mark’s on the second and fourth Monday of each month. The
dinners will be expanded to include elderly and veterans in our community who may be struggling to make
ends meet. The dinners will be hosted at St. Mark’s with Chef Paul in the kitchen and our many volunteers
continuing in their usual good fashion.
These dinners have been a tremendous success in our community. They were the brain child of Carol Prichard
and grew from that idea to a huge undertaking comprising four churches, one temple, several “chefs” and over
80 volunteers. Under the leadership of Carol, Interfaith Outreach, Inc. was formed to manage the now huge
business of providing these dinners. Along with Susan Stewart as director and Bonnie Sammet acting as financial administrator and paperwork coordinator, Interfaith, Inc. managed the dinners until it was deemed time to
dissolve the corporation.
What a legacy and foundation this work established! Thanks to Carol, Susan and Bonnie and all the volunteers
the Community Dinners will continue to provide a safe place to enjoy a delicious and healthy meal twice a
month.
nursery volunteer, please contact Jackie. Safeguarding certification required.
If you are interested in volunteering to teach Sunday School a few times a year or serving as a back-up
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Mark’s Men will open their season on Tuesday, October 16, at 6:00 p.m. in Gray Hall, with dinner followed by presentations from Peter Madpak on the new organ, and Amanda Fronckowiak on recent improvements to the campus made possible by the capital campaign. Sign up is required on BLUE sheet in Gray Hall or
narthex. Mark’s Men meet on the third Tuesday of the month beginning in October. Food is ordered based on the
number who sign up. Please, if you sign up, show up. And if you want to attend (and bring a friend!), please remember to sign up. Questions or suggestions for this group can be addressed to Fred Pardee at 941.966.8270.
The November meeting will feature USAF Brigadier General Gerald McIlmoyle (Ret.) who piloted the U-2 spy
plane over Cuba during the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962. Watch for BLUE sign-up sheet.

Preschool

turns out to be the real deal!

Everyone has heard about the lightning strike that hit St. Mark’s on August 29th. Here is how the preschool and
afterschool experienced this event. During the lightning storm that began mid-afternoon many children were
scared. Even the adults all jumped when the lightening hit the transformer. Once we saw lights going out and
smelled the acrid odor we evacuated approximately 50 children and 15 adults to the church office building. The
silver lining in the dark cloud and burst of lightning? The children LOVED seeing three big fire trucks in the
parking lot and LOVED having a field trip to the church office building! “So cool!” some of the children exclaimed! We had a very calm and well-practiced “fire drill” that was not a drill. School staff calmly gathered
children from classes accompanied by our sign-out books with all the children’s information. The babies were
transported via our two evacuation cribs (built to withstand transporting and moving multiple babies for quickly
evacuating the building). School staff worked between the school, church office and parking lot until every child
was picked up and the school was secured. We called the fire department, the security alarm company, the
electrician, and every parent of the children in our care. The preschool was closed on the following day to electric, phone and A/C outages. We worked with the fire department, the security company, and the electrician
to see what was going on in the building. It was a blessing to see how quickly the above came to attend to our
emergency. We are thankful for the church staff who assisted us. We are thankful the school staff who so calmly
and safely worked together with everyone for the children’s safety. We are thankful for parents coming to
quickly pick up their child and for understanding why we had to close the following day. Did you know we do
monthly fire, severe weather or hostile situation drills? We have to be out of the building in under a minute for
fire drills. We also have places designated for severe weather such as tornados and for lock downs. We work
together as a team. We are now reviewing our Emergency Procedure Booklet to stay current with whatever
emergency may come our way. And now we are back to learning, playing, being kind, being friends and feeling
blessed by what a wonderful community we have here at St. Mark’s and in Venice.

A Holly, Jolly Christmas

is just a couple of months away! Reserve the date- Saturday, December 1, 5:00-8:30 p.m. We are seeking donations of all kinds: jewelry, get-a-ways (condos, vacation
homes, cruises), gift certificates from local businesses, new household items, arts and crafts, new children’s
toys, Christmas “stuff” and so on! We also are seeking sponsors who receive seats at the Dinner Auction, advertisements in our auction booklet and a big THANK YOU and much appreciation from our families and staff.

4

EEEK:

Red Tide! What do I need to know?

Red de is caused when a ny alga, Karenia brevis, grows and divides much more quickly than normal. This
alga contains TOXINS which aﬀect the central nervous system of ﬁsh and water mammals. Wave ac on breaks
open the alga, releasing the toxins into the air, and this is what causes the respiratory irrita on.
Most respiratory is mild: coughing, sneezing, tearing and an itchy throat, especially when the wind is blowing on shore. For people
with severe or chronic respiratory condi ons, such as emphysema or asthma, red de can cause more serious illness. Further, it can
predispose to bronchi s and pneumonia because the inﬂamed passages in the respiratory tract are more vulnerable to bacterial infecon.
The red de toxins can also accumulate in ﬁlter-feeders such as oysters and clams, which can lead to neurotoxic shellﬁsh poisoning in
people who consume contaminated shellﬁsh.
Further, swimming in red de water can cause skin irrita on and coughing.
How can I avoid the eﬀects? There is evidence that no more than 1 mile inshore, there is very li:le if any red de toxin in the air. If
you live at the beach, keep the windows closed, keep the A/C on and check that your A/C ﬁlter is clean.
Florida has a strong seafood safety program, and ea ng shellﬁsh or ﬁsh purchased at a supermarket is safe. A person should NOT
gather his or her own shellﬁsh during an outbreak.
To treat the coughing, sneezing, etc., an an histamine usually is suﬃcient. Loratadine and ce rizine can be purchased over the counter and taken once a day, are non-seda ng. (Clari n and Zyrtec are common examples.) If you want to go swimming in the red de,
I can’t help you!
Good news is that there are apparently NO long-term eﬀects of red de on humans, so repeated exposures won’t harm a person’s
health.
Dr. Lorna Stuart, M.D.

Our new church organ is being carefully
constructed and built to order! The pipes
are scheduled to be installed between October 1 and 15. The keyboard, specific to our
new organ, is also in the construction process. The organ, with all its various parts, is
scheduled to ship November 16. It is our
plan to have everything in place and ready to
rock in time for Advent.

Wednesday, November 14, 6:30 p.m.
St. Mark’s Choir and Chamber Or-

ST. MARK’S LION SOCIETY
Every year those wishing to do so will have their names added to the St. Mark’s Lion Society plaque displayed in the Church. All new Lion Society members will be honored at an annual gathering of its membership and presented with a Lion’s Pin symbolizing their par cipa on in this ministry.
They will also be recognized at the St. Mark’s Annual Church mee ng. Members and guests will be invited to periodic seminars and special events oﬀering informa on on planned giving and ﬁnancial and estate planning topics.

5

ALL WOMEN OF THE CHURCH
Our Fall Schedule:

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 7, 4 p.m.
In the Memorial Garden

Reminder: First mee ng of the general membership-Tuesday, October 2.
The November mee ng of the general membership will be Tuesday, November 6.
We’ll open with Eucharist in the Sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. followed by our program
with Michael Keil, Florida Sheriﬀs Youth Ranches. This is a wonderful program helping at-risk children throughout the state. Lunch will be served at noon in Gray Hall,
thanks to Chef Paul. A dona on of $6.00 asked to oﬀset the cost of lunch.
As always please signed up on the PINK sheet in Gray Hall or the narthex.
ALL women of the church are invited to a:end.
Saturday, November 10 @ 3:00 p.m. High Tea Fundraiser in Gray Hall. Reserva ons
required. Dona on of $25.00 asked. Please call Clover Webster at 941-375-8127.
Remember: All funds generated by the Episcopal Church Women go to support the
mission and ministry of St. Mark’s. We thank you for your support.

Barbara R. Willis, ECW President
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Bring your camera!

These dates are not
available in the online version.

There will be an information session on Wednesday, November 7, for youth and adults interested in attending one of our summer mission trips in 2019. We will meet in the Gray Hall Picture Room following the dinner. At this meeting we will be talking about specific projects and doing some brief planning for our June
trip to the Dominican Republic. The Dominican Republic trip is for rising 9th graders and up. We will
also talk about our domestic mission trip in July. If you are interested in attending one or both of these
trips, please come to the November 7 meeting. If you have any questions, please contact Jackie.
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
513 NASSAU STREET SOUTH
VENICE FL 34285-2816
church located at: 508 Riviera Street
941.488.7714
church fax: 941.484.0596
preschool: 941.484.8707
Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector) John Lawrence
(Assisting Priest), Judith Roberts (Assisting
Priest), Len Brusso (Assisting Priest), John
Warfel (Assisting Priest), Keith Backhaus
(Deacon), Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
Vestry: Karen Dehne (Sr. Warden), Linda
Moore (Jr. Warden), Adam Kendall
(treasurer), Carol Barbieri, Tom Gaines, Debra
Harris, Johnna Lillich, Fred Pardee, Steve
Plichta, Beverly Polk, Hugh Steele, Kevin
White, Debbie Pfender (clerk of the vestry)
Church staff: Peter A. Madpak (Choirmaster &
Organist), Jackie Overton (Youth), Marlene
Vogt, RN, BSN (Parish Nurse), Sandy Albanese
(Parish Admin.), Sue Ellen Findley (Admin.
Asst.) Maury Leman (Finance), Amanda
Fronckowiak (Sexton), Jim Gietek (Assistant
Sexton)

…be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you
know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
—1 Corinthians 15:58

St. Mark’s Book Circle will
resume monthly gatherings
on Tuesday, October 16 ,
discussing:
Nothing Good Happens at the
Baby Hospital
By Daniel Fulkerson, MD
Susanne Isbill, facilitator

Join us just to listen in or to
contribute to the discussion!
The Book Circle meets on
the third Tuesday at 10 a.m.
in Gray Hall Picture Room,
unless otherwise announced.
FYI - The Great Readings Book
Club (displaced from the Venice Library) meets weekly on Friday
from January to May. Contact church office for more information.

Singles
will resume monthly
gatherings in November.
Watch for announcement.

