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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
The Day of Pentecost is now behind us. Our last big feast day celebration for a while is over and we move
now into the season after the Day of Pentecost, or as the Catholics call it, Ordinary time. Memorial Day
will soon be celebrated and the unofficial beginning of summer will occur. By all historical accounts, everyone’s pace should be a little slower, a little more laid-back, and a little less active.
I must admit, though, that I find all this full of irony and not necessarily true—especially when it comes to
St. Mark’s Church. Our activity doesn’t slow down. In fact, things on the surface may seem less active but
summertime and the Season after the Day of Pentecost is anything but slow and definitely not “ordinary.”
There is as much going on from a staff perspective as there is during the height of our normal fall/winter
schedule when our “extended family” is here and our programs and events are plentiful. Let me give you
some examples.
First, since we just finished a successful Capital Campaign and met our financial goal thanks to the generous
outpouring of pledges and cash gifts from our parishioners, we are now starting some of the work that was
greatly needed and long overdue. Last week we put together a detailed plan of the things that need addressing immediately and those that can carry over to later this year and possibly into next year. The items we
are addressing now include the replacement of one of our AC units that dates back to 1990. It is shot. We
are also putting a new flat roof over the sacristy and the flat roof leading to Gray Hall—both of which are
leaking and allowing moisture to seep into the structure.
After those things are completed we plan to fix the decaying stucco wall outside Gray Hall and the exterior
stucco on the sanctuary. We will be replacing the awning on the Rivera side outside the Youth Room, repairing the numerous railings leading into the sanctuary and Gray Hall, taking care of some exterior painting
work around the campus, replacing and installing exterior lighting, and addressing the erratic sound and air
flow in the church.
The other items that we will be addressing later this summer and early fall are painting, repairing and/or replacing exterior doors to the sanctuary, Gray Hall and the office building. Along with these items the tile
floor in the office complex kitchen is scheduled to be replaced and we will be keeping an eye on the appliances in the Gray Hall kitchen, repairing and replacing those as they wear out or break down. And of
course, when the new organ and pipes are completed sometime in the fall, they will be installed along with
state-of-the-art sound testing to ensure as near-to-perfect sound quality in the sanctuary as possible. As
mentioned earlier, the other items and things that need fixing and repairing will occur later this year or next.
In the midst of all of these work-related items the staff is also undertaking new guidelines for emergency
procedures. A hurricane contact list has been distributed to clergy, staff, Vestry and certain ministry heads
so that they can contact everyone during times of emergency. An online Google document has been established to maintain each parishioner’s location and status to make sure no one “falls through the cracks” during an emergency and we can be assured of the safety and well-being of each parishioner during those times.
Only clergy, staff, Vestry and ministry heads will have access to the document online. As part of this effort,
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each parishioner will soon receive in the mail an informational sheet to be completed and returned to the
office to make sure we have current data. An important feature in this effort is for you to provide us with
a secondary contact outside the Venice area. Along with the new emergency procedures we will also be
restructuring and improving our church website this summer to make it more user-friendly and provide
better information for everyone—parishioners and visitors alike. (Extra copies available in the church.)
And in case you were wondering if this summer will be all work and no play, we have planned some
wonderful monthly Wednesday dinners and events. Our first dinner and fun event will be on Wednesday,
June 13 with Barbeque and Bingo. Various ministry volunteers will be calling Bingo with special prizes
related to their ministries. Jim and Paul will once again be serving their famous “pulled pork.” Then on
Wednesday, July 18, we will be having something new: Hens, Hymns and Happy Birthday U.S.A . After
a southern fried chicken dinner, Lunetta Knowlton will be entertain us on the piano with an old-fashioned
song-fest of everyone’s favorite hymns and patriotic tunes. On Wednesday August 8, the last of our summer dinner events will be one of our most popular and favorite. Back by popular demand —Fish Fry and
Trivia Night at St. Mark’s! Please be sure to sign for these three events.
Finally this summer, from a mission perspective, there are a couple of things to note. Once again we will
be hosting a week of Family Promise, June 3 through the morning of June 10. Family Promise is a national-level outreach program that provides various levels of support for homeless families in transition.
Secondly, our Youth in Mission will be traveling to the New Orleans area from July 30 through August 4.
So, as one can see, “Ordinary time” on the church calendar at St. Mark’s will be anything but quiet, slow
and ordinary. Even though hectic at times, all of it is wonderful and joyous and full of grace. Thank God
we have the financial means to start and accomplish much needed building, maintenance and facility
work at St. Mark’s. Thank God we have the foresight, technical knowledge and wisdom to plan and implement means in which to take care of our parishioners during stressful times in emergencies. Thank
God we also have a community that remembers our mandate from Jesus is to take care of folks in need, to
help those that need assistance and to take that mandate of love to other communities too. And in all of
that, thank God we have the good sense to realize that sometimes we also need to just stop, have some
fun and fellowship, and enjoy the blessings of God we share in this worshipping community. Here’s hoping everyone has a blessed, wonderful and active summer.
In Christ’s love,
Fr. Jim+

Reminder:
Church oﬃce closes at noon on Friday during June, July and August.
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St. Mark’s Lions Society Newsletter Tidbits

he St. Mark’s Lions Society held its first social gathering at the home of Mack &
Judy Wilcox in April. Its purpose was to recognize those who have currently designated
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church as a beneficiary through their estate planning process.
Father Jim graciously recognized each person with a token of a Lion pin from the
church symbolizing his or her membership in the St. Mark’s Lions Society. The attendees enjoyed good fellowship accompanied by good food and beverage and a discussion for the future direction of the Lion’s Society. Information about St. Mark’s Lion’s Society maybe found
in the narthex of the Church or contacting a member of the Legacy Committee.
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Sunday School & Youth Group
Sunday School and Youth Group will be taking a summer break from June 3—August 12. There will be nursery care.
Please mark your calendars to join us for our kick-off Sundaes on Sunday and Blessing of the Backpacks on August 12th!
Mission Trip Stockholders
This summer our young people will be traveling to New Orleans for their 2018 mission trip. There we will be learning
about the long term effects of recovering from a natural disaster and partnering with organizations that are still helping
people rebuild and recover from Hurricane Katrina. You can become a stockholder in our summer mission trip by
filling out the information below. Mission Trip stock can be purchased for $25. In becoming a stockholder you will
receive a certificate of stock, a post card from your young person from the trip, priority seating and served dinner at
our fall review program; or if you are out of town, a DVD copy of our mission trip presentation. If you would like to
buy stock but don’t have a young person in mind to sponsor, that’s ok too we will find you one! If you have any questions, please contact Jackie. You can drop your check off at the church office, mail it, or drop it in the collection plate.
Deadline to purchase: June 15.
Your Name: _________________________________________________________
Your Address: ________________________________________________________
City:___________________________ State:__________ Zip:_________________
Name of Youth You are Sponsoring: ______________________________________
Please make checks payable to St. Mark’s and put 2018 Mission Trip on memo line.
513 Nassau St S
Venice, FL 34285-2816
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Jean Chapman
Jean Chapman

St. Mark’s hosted the Church Women United Friendship Day potluck luncheon on Friday, May 4.
Several women from participating churches were recognized with “Key Women Awards” for outstanding volunteer service to their community. Among them is St. Mark’s own Jean Chapman,
pictured front row. Congratulations to all and a special thank you to everyone who helped make
this event so special for Jean! For more info on CWU, contact Carol Schweitzer.

A heartfelt THANK YOU to all the St. Mark’s walkers who contributed their time and energy to raise
$1,972.00 to help eradicate hunger locally and worldwide. We joined 16 other area churches and organizations
on a beautiful Sunday afternoon in February, strolling
along Venice’s streets to rejoice and advance hunger
awareness in our community. St. Mark’s Crop Walk
is a testament to the compassion and generosity of the
walkers and our supportive congregation. Grateful
thanks to everyone who participated and sponsored –
you are literally changing lives.
Additionally, cheers to Dr. Molly for providing 2018
CROP Walk corporate sponsorships:
♥US Mart All products made in America!
Located: 101 W Venice Ave, #12, Venice, FL 34285
PH: 941 412-1872 usmartonline.com
♥Venice Pines Veterinary Clinic
Located: 1168 Indian Hills Blvd., Venice, FL 34293
PH: 941-492-9692 gatorvet.com

4

Sign up asked for the following 4 dinner events.
Watch for sign-up sheets the week prior.
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Gray Hall to House Family Promise Clients
Family Promise families will be hosted in Gray Hall from Sunday, June 3, 2018 until Sunday, June 10, 2018.
Beginning Sunday, May 6, 2018, I will have the sign-up sheets ready for you to fill out following the 10:00
a.m. service. As a reminder, some of the areas of interest include: Set-up and take-down; providing meals;
hosting dinner; overnight hosts; coordinating activities; help with laundry, etc. If you would like to become a
Family Promise volunteer, please contact me and I will give you information on the training schedules.
—Suzanne Skalski
Family Promise Volunteer & Coordinator
941.375.2975
skalskis@comcast.net

Welcome Sue Ellen Findley! If you haven’t yet had the chance to meet our
newest employee, stop by the church office and introduce yourself. Retired from
the corporate rat race, Sue Ellen is happy to be a part of our staff family. She worked
for Staples corporate office in Framingham, MA, for fourteen years and lived in Massachusetts most of her life. She and husband Doug moved here in May of 2015.
Before that Sue Ellen was a regular visitor to Venice. She was recently named Secretary of the Venice Sail & Power Squadron. The Findley’s have transferred their
membership St. Mark’s Church and you may see them at the 10 o’clock Sunday
service. Cat, Fido, waits patiently for them at their home in South Venice.

Memorial gi/s have been
received honoring
the memories of:

Charles Dolby
Rosalie Wathen
by

Reba Howard
Gertrude Gingras

...do not be grieved,
for the joy of the
LORD is your
strength.
—Nehemiah 8:10

To the 2018 graduating seniors of St. Mark’s:
If you are going to college and plan to apply for an
ECW scholarship award, please stop by the church office and
pick up the application form as soon as possible. The (1)
form along with (2) your final transcript, (3) letters of recommendation from two teachers and (4) a personal letter
explaining your goals, are due in the church office July1,
but will be accepted NO LATER THAN NOON on
MONDAY, JULY 2. In fairness to all, there will be no
exceptions. The Scholarship Committee is meeting and
must have all information in hand at that time. You will also
be given an application for a Church Periodical Club scholarship for books, which should be turned in to Fr. Jim at the
same time. He will forward to the appropriate committee.

Please remember to remove names from our Sunday bulle!n prayer list when appropriate. Thank you!
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These dates are not available in the online version.

NITE OWL QUILTERS CHANGE MEETING DATE. Now mee@ng in the church oﬃce on the
SECOND THURSDAY of the month. Join them at their next mee@ng on Thursday, June 14.
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
513 NASSAU STREET SOUTH
VENICE FL 34285-2816
church located at: 508 Riviera Street
941.488.7714
church fax: 941.484.0596
preschool: 941.484.8707
Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie
Sullivan (Assoc. Rector) John Lawrence
(Assisting Priest), Judith Roberts (Assisting
Priest), Len Brusso (Assisting Priest), John
Warfel (Assisting Priest), Keith Backhaus
(Deacon), Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
Vestry: Karen Dehne (Sr. Warden), Linda
Moore (Jr. Warden), Adam Kendall
(treasurer), Carol Barbieri, Tom Gaines, Debra
Harris, Johnna Lillich, Fred Pardee, Steve
Plichta, Beverly Polk, Hugh Steele, Kevin
White, Debbie Pfender (clerk of the vestry)
Church staff: Peter A. Madpak (Choirmaster &
Organist), Jackie Overton (Youth), Lorna
Stuart, MD (Parish Health Initiatives), Sandy
Albanese (Parish Admin.), Sue Ellen Findley
(Admin. Asst.)Maury Leman (Finance), Amanda
Fronckowiak (Sexton), Jim Gietek (Assistant
Sexton)

…be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you
know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
—1 Corinthians 15:58

Singles
will resume monthly
gatherings in November.
Watch for announcement.

