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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
I hope your journey and observance of Lent so far has been fruitful, full of meaning and also joyful—
especially joyful. Even though that might sound a bit strange to hear, our observance of Lent can be joyful
depending on how we view it.
Lent does not have to be just a somber season. Even though we have silenced our “alleluias,” replaced our
festive flowers with greenery and curtailed our social celebrations, Lent does not have to have all the markings of a six-week funeral. We do not have to simply focus on the suffering, the sacrifice, and the need of
constant repenting in order for us to observe a holy Lent. In fact, Lent could become more meaningful for
us if we didn’t get so lost in the practices of an “illegitimate, truncated theology of Lent and redemption,” as
one theologian once stated. Hopefully, Lent is joyful for you depending on how you spend your forty days
leading up to Easter.
For me, Lent is a wonderful time for remembering and discovering. It is a time specifically to give ourselves space not only to discover the intimacy of “holy places” with God, but also to remember who we are,
how we came to be here, and what we have been called to do. Or to put it another way, as St. Ignatius has
stated, “That we come from God, we belong to God, and we are destined for God.” It is a time therefore
to truly “return to God with all of our heart.”
I think our searching for God and remembering who God is and who we are is why there can be so much
joy in our Lenten journey. Moving toward God in complete openness to the sacred and holy allows us to
enter a mystical place we call “communion with God,” and that feels like coming home. In essence, it is. It
is where God is waiting to bless us. It is where God is waiting to be with us. It is where we are re-created
in God.
Our forty days of Lent is almost over. It has hopefully provided us with an opportunity to remember and to
discover the life-giving grace of being with God. What a joyful thing that is and should be. And now Holy
Week is upon us. Our Lenten journey is finally coming to a close. Our forty days of reflection and soulsearching meditation is almost complete. That great “gittin-up and going morning” that is our Easter celebration awaits on the horizon in joyous anticipation too. Soon the alleluias will ring out again.
At St. Mark’s our Holy Week liturgy will begin on Palm Sunday with the festive palm-waving procession
combined with the poignancy of reading the Passion. This is followed by three days of quiet preparation
before our Maundy Thursday service when we gather together through the re-enactment and humble
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example of Jesus washing his disciples feet as we remember one of the most important messages Jesus gave
his disciples and us through his life and ministry—his passion for servanthood. “By this,” Jesus said, “the
world will know that you are my disciples: That you have love for one another.” Then with those compelling words ringing in our ears and haunting our senses, we go forth into the night to ponder with Jesus
what awaits him the next day on the cross.
On Good Friday our “journey of remembering” with Jesus continues through the Passion reading, solemn
prayers, and our acknowledgement and confession of who we are. It is there we not only remember our
part in this sad and dark day, but we also try to fathom and understand something that oftentimes is beyond our comprehension—the depth and unconditional aspect of God’s gracious love through Jesus
Christ. As painful as remembering Jesus’ death may be, it is only through the understanding and realization of why this day had to occur in the first place that we can grasp the meaning and importance of God’s
saving grace through Jesus.
Then and only then, will we be ready to experience the wonderment and full meaning of bringing the
“light of Christ” into the world and the joyous empty tomb acclamation of “Alleluia, Christ is risen.” Easter morning then can become the dawning of a new day instead of the final destination of our journey with
Christ. In that, there can be no greater joy because we have realized what Easter is really about—life given, life renewed and life forever in and through the God of our salvation.
In Christ’s love,
Jim+

EBLAST NOTIFICATIONS
St. Mark’s 2017 CROP Walk
results will appear in the May
Messenger. Walkers and contributors please note: Donations have
been sent to Church World Service (CWS). Check
donations may not be deposited for several weeks due
to CWS accounting procedures

The youth group are collecting new or gently used toys
for preschool-aged children. The donations will be taken
to the Dominican Republic when the youth travel there
on their Mission Trip in June. Please put donated toys in
the bin outside the Youth Room. Thank you!

St. Mark’s Finance Committee will soon be
communicating important quarterly information to the parish via our existing EBLAST
mailing list.
Please make
sure we have
your proper
email address
or provide the
office with this
information if
you are not
currently
signed up to
receive Fr. Jim’s EBLASTs.
EBLASTs are periodic communiques from
Fr. Jim when he has important, timely information to share and, shortly, quarterly
financials.
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The Youth Want to Remind you—
Our annual Easter EGG HUNT AND BRUNCH will be held Saturday, April 15, 10:30 a.m. There will
be live music, an egg hunt, crafts and brunch. Sign up in Gray Hall, the narthex or the preschool.
The Middle School and High School Youth will be holding their annual Good Friday Fast and Prayer
Retreat on Friday, April 14. They will be planning for their summer service learning trips as well as reflecting and praying through the final days of Holy Week.
For their service learning experience, our Middle School Youth Group Mission Trip will be to Washington
DC this summer. We will be working with an organization called YSOP which will pair us with local outreach
organizations as well as teach us about challenges in urban development settings. Each young person attending
this trip will be required to find five stockholders. The stockholders purchase stock at $25. In exchange they
receive a a Certificate of Stock and either a postcard from the trip and special seating with served dinner at the
mission trip review night OR a copy of the mission trip video if they are not local. If you are interested in
becoming a stockholder please contact Jackie.
Seniors—
This year we will be sending a number of our young people off to college! Many have committed to colleges
and ALL of them were accepted by multiple colleges and are waiting to making final decisions. We will be
celebrating them on Youth Sunday, April 23. Please keep our young people in your prayers as they prepare
for this transition in their life.
Hoyt Corns-- US Marine Corps followed by Florida State
Jamie Kraut-- Florida Gulf Coast University
Kyle Bachle-- Rollins College
Alex Guilloux-- Georgia Southern
Tanner Wade-- Savannah College of Art and Design
Matthew Ward-- St. Leo University

Natalie Pollock-- USF
Matthew Molinari-- St. Leo University
Carly Fronckowiak-- Texas A & M
Thomas Saavadera-- Undecided
Matthew Blow-- Undecided
—Jackie Overton, Youth Director

PRESCHOOL NEWS

W

atch for your invitation to St. Mark’s Preschool
Gala in the Garden, our 15th Silent Auction and
Dinner, Saturday, May 6, 5:00-8:30 p.m. in Gray Hall.
We are currently seeking donations of art, jewelry, garden
items, plants, vacation homes, etc. Things that will tempt
our bidders!
St. Mark’s Preschool and After School Care is currently
enrolling children for Summer Camp and for the new
school year beginning August 2017. Highly
rated early childhood center with a 4-STAR
rating. Open to children birth to 11 years.

Weston-mischievous gnome

Faye-ﬂu ering bu erﬂy

A Gnome and a Bu erﬂy welcome you to the Gala in the Garden!
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A Miracle for Today
Mid-50s, a good bit overweight and in very worn clothes, she puffed her way up the five steps from the sidewalk to our door. As we opened it she clung onto the chest-high counter and said, “Help! I can’t breathe.”
“Come in,” we invited, but she said, “No. I have to get to work. I just have bronchitis. Can’t you just give me
some antibiotics?”
Clearly seeing her distress, we escorted her into the nearest quiet room, took her blood pressure, ran a cardiogram and confirmed she was, indeed, having an acute heart attack. Handing her an aspirin and some oxygen
while we called for the ambulance, she began to panic. “No! I CAN’T go to the hospital. I don’t have any
insurance.”
Now, having a panic reaction during an acute heart attack is NOT a good thing! It took the arrival of her son, a
senior in high school (and an Ativan or two) before she could calm herself. “Mom,” he said, “I want you to see
me graduate from High School.” Indeed, she did go, and within a few weeks, we saw her back at her corner
where she worked as a crossing guard.
The miracle here was through Jesus’ hands at The Clinic in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania. After 22 years of private medical practice, I wanted to do more. I left the practice I had established myself, and with a friend raised
a pile of cash, rehabilitated an old Victorian Episcopal rectory, and opened a full-time, non-profit medical center for the uninsured. No one would be asked about income. No one would
be asked for social security numbers. No one would be asked where he or
she was from. Each would pay only what he or she could afford. From 2002
until I retired in 2015, my staff and I saw over 100,000 patients from more
than 100 countries. Lives saved by treating blood sugars of 600 and blood
pressures of 240/130. Lives improved with treatment for injuries, illnesses
and depression.
This is how I believe medical care should happen: universal, loving, and respectful of all. If you would like to read more about The Clinic, go to www.theclinicpa.org.

Lorna Stuart, M.D.

Memorial GIFTS
in memory of:

atàtÄ|x UA `v_tÜxÇ
[tÇÇt{ j{|àx `ÉÉÜx

eÉÇtÄw itâz{tÇ
by
Barbara Funnell
Barbara Hoecker
Judith Mazrin
Colleen M. Stone
Barry Zahnd

Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us
whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
—Isaiah 53:4-6
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Please join us for our Holy Week and Easter services as we
celebrate God’s Greatest Gift

Maundy Thursday – April 13

Palm Sunday – April 9
Liturgy of the Palms
8:00, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Also celebrated April 8 at 5 p.m.

7:30 p.m. – Holy Communion
Congregational Foot Washing

Good Friday – April 14

Holy Saturday – April 15

12:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Holy Communion followed by
Stations of the Cross

7:30 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter
Bring a Bell!

(No 5 p.m. service.)

Service begins at noon.

Easter Sunday – April 16
Holy Communion & Music
8:00, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.
Nursery 9 to 10:45 a.m.

If you would like to designate Easter flowers in remembrance of loved ones or in
thanksgiving for your blessings, please complete this form and return it to the church
office by Monday, April 10. You may place this request in the offering plate.

Please PRINT legibly.
In Loving Memory of:
__________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving for:
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Your Name: _____________________________________ Phone Number: ______________________
If you wish to contribute toward the cost of the flowers, make your check payable to St. Mark’s - note
“Easter Flowers” on memo line. Thank you!
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These dates are not available in the online version.

Aston Gardens
Eleanor Jean
Gardens of Venice
Rocky Bryan
Harbor Chase
Barbara Gerrish
Manor Care
Jean Albanese
Pinebrook
Dorothy Berry
Village on the Isle
Ed Brenholtz
Warren Clements
Marge Nicolas
Betty White
Windsor
David Foster

St. Mark’s raised $15,852 in the recent Salvation Army Kettle Campaign. We are the
NUMBER ONE church in Venice for the
first time in a long time. We beat the standing #1 church by $100. Just a wee bit of
trivia for your Sunday morning coffee chat.
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Remember
our
shut-ins
with
prayer and
visitation.

UPDATES FROM THE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN

MARK’S MEN
Mark’s Men will meet on Tuesday, April 18, 6:00
p.m. with dinner prepared by one of our Chefs.
Our special guests will be Sue Seiter, Executive Director of the Sarasota Library Foundation and Sarabeth Kalajian, Director of the Sarasota County Library System. Find out what the library can do for
you as well as how the library functions in the digital
age. Look for the blue sign-up sheets in the narthex and Gray Hall. Food is ordered based on signup—please, if you sign up,
show up. A $10 donation is
generally asked to cover the
cost of the food. If you have
any questions about this particular gathering or the
Mark’s Men in general,
speak with Bobby Wood
(480.0077), Jim Park
(716.2998) or Steve Plichta
(480.1611).

Reminder:

Tuesday, April 4, Quiet Day with Rev. Judith Roberts at DaySpring, 9:30 to 1:30 (includes lunch).
Register using little pink sheets found in Gray
Hall, church and church office. Must include $20 fee
with registration. Arrive by 9 a.m.
Thanks to Rev. Judy for standing in for Rev. Maggie
who has a conflict due to a Diocesan Committee
meeting. Rev. Maggie sends her regrets and looks
forward to being on our calendar in the future.
Barbara Willis
497.3949
ECW President
Thanks to all who helped make the Scholarship
Luncheon a success! Special thanks to our chefs
for their wonderful, delicious contribution!
Graduating seniors who are members of the
church are eligible for these scholarships.
See below

“Honor our tradition, build for the future…

mercy in mission”
For information on the 2017
Bishop’s Annual Appeal, go to
www.episcopalswfl.org/appeal.html.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
SCHOLARSHIPS

If you did not receive your personal
invitation to participate, you can still
do so on the diocesan website noted
above or, in a pinch, call the office of
the Bishop at 941.556.0315.

To the 2017 graduating seniors of St. Mark’s: If
you are going to college and plan to apply for an
ECW scholarship award, please stop by the church
office and pick up the application form as soon as
possible.
The form along with (1) your final transcript, (2)
letters of recommendation from two teachers and
(3) a personal letter explaining your goals, is due
back in the church office NO LATER THAN JULY 1. In fairness to all, there will be no exceptions. You will also be given an application for a
Church Periodical Club scholarship for books,
which should be turned in to Fr. Jim at the same
time.

Total for United Thank Offering
Spring In-gathering: $505.
Thank you to all who shared
in their blessings!
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
513 NASSAU STREET SOUTH
VENICE FL 34285-2816
church located at: 508 Riviera Street
941.488.7714
church fax: 941.484.0596
preschool: 941.484.8707
Clergy: James H. Puryear (Rector), Maggie Sullivan
(Assoc. Rector) John Lawrence (Assisting Priest), Judith
Roberts (Assisting Priest), Len Brusso (Assisting Priest),
Keith Backhaus (Deacon), Joyce Treppa (Deacon)
Vestry: Susan Stewart (Sr. Warden), Bob Adams (Jr.
Warden), Adam Kendall (treasurer) Joanne Beinner,
Karen Dehne, Tom Gaines, John Haseltine, Adam
Kendall, Johnna Lillich, Linda Moore, Steve Plichta,
Beverly Polk, Kevin White, Debbie Pfender (clerk)
Church staff: Peter A. Madpak (Choirmaster & Organist),
Jackie Overton (Youth), Lorna Stuart, MD (Parish Health
Initiatives), Sandy Albanese (Parish Admin.), Carlotta
Woolpert (Admin. Assistant), Maury Leman (Finance),
Amanda Fronckowiak (Sexton). Jim Gietek (Assistant
Sexton).

We know all things work together for good for those who
love God, who are called according to his purpose.

—Romans 8:28

WE’ RE ON THE WEB!
WWW. STMARKSVENICE. ORG

L IKE

US ON FACEBOOK!

St. Mark’s Book Circle
St. Mark’s Book Circle will meet
on Tuesday, April 18. Join us at 10
a.m. in Gray Hall Picture Room as
we discuss:
The Girl on the Train
by Paula Hawkins
Nancy Carvill, facilitator
You are invited
to attend, even
if just to listen
in or pick up
the reading list
for the rest of
the year.

Singles United has scheduled upcoming Sunday brunch
dates. Meet at the restaurants, all in Venice, at 1 p.m.
April
May

23 Abby's - 220 Miami Ave
21 Dockside at Marker 4 - S. Port Dr.

Singles United is open to anyone who is alone for any reason
and is looking for companions
for ac0vi0es. Please join us and
bring your friends. Contact:
Bernice Allison at 941.493.6078

